SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES OF SANCTUARY SCHOOLS
MAY 2007 – OCTOBER 2007

Monthly summary of important activities (enrichment programmes, workshops, reviews and visits to conferences). The routine functions of the school are not mentioned here.

May: The Sanctuary Schools worked till the first week of May. In the second week we had the yearly pottery workshop in every school. In this activity the adults of the village also participate if interested.

June: The Schools reopened on the 11th of June. Between the 6th and 10th of June we had the following: 

i. Students interaction and assessment and only the older students of groups 3, 4 and 5 were present. Chitra Krishnamurty, Premnath, Chandrasekar and Sudha were present. There was individualized review and assessment of the children in the different subjects for planning their curriculum for the new year. 

ii. Teacher review and planning  All the teachers participated. Based on the student review the curriculum was planned for the year.

The number of children in the Kalligutta school had increased to 30. As it is a multi-level classroom the teacher found it difficult to attend to the needs and demands of the different learning levels alone. Therefore some changes were planned to get assistance for the teacher. Krishnamurthy who works at the Kaigal Centre assists Jaipalappa the teacher at Kalligutta 2 days in a week and also handles the science and social science programmes. 

We also received assistance from Nikita Gandhi who was with us for 4 months. Nikita took care of the English and crafts classes in three of the Sanctuary Schools.

July: Learning Network Conference at Chamrajanagar: Chandrasekar along with three teachers (Jaipalappa, Ramesh and Sateeshwar) attended the conference. Sudha and Chitra were also present. The group presented a paper titled ‘Challenges and Approaches in Teacher Enrichment’. Here the teachers shared there different experiences and what were and are the challenges they face and how they approach these challenges. The presentation was well received.

August: Art workshop: This was conducted by an artist, Sreshta. It was a two-day workshop for group 3, 4 and 5 students from all the schools. They were introduced to creative story telling, sketching and painting. There were also activities that help in bringing quiet to the mind and looking inwards. 

Community Meeting: We met three village communities to discuss and get a feedback on the school programme.We also took the opportunity to emphasise on the need to send their children regularly to the school and ensure that they do not drop out.

September: Teacher enrichment in specific subjects:  

a. With the increase in children’s learning levels the teachers needed help in Math and English. We decided to have monthly intensive two day math classes for the teachers at Bangalore. Sandhya Shankar a math teacher at The Valley School has agreed to take this responsibility. We have had two such sessions in September and October. This will be an ongoing programme. 

b. Similarly English help to teachers is also being given. This is mainly co-ordinated by Sudha.

Preparation for Science Day:  We decided to have a Science fair for students of the local government schools on October 2nd. The Sanctuary School students and class 7 students of the Valley School would participate. One period every day was given for the students to try out different experiments and prepare for the presentation.

October: ‘Science Fair’ was celebrated at our Kaigal Centre. 34 students of class 7 and 4 teachers from The Valley School and 25 students of groups 4 and 5 of the Sanctuary Schools and their teachers participated in this programme. The students demonstrated a variety of experiments that they have learnt in their schools. Students and teachers from two nearby government village schools visited and participated. 

A small Resource Room has also been set up. We plan to open it to some of the nearby schools in a few months.  The resource room has a variety of books to read and teaching aids developed and used by the Sanctuary Schools.

