Report on Jambumadai Project
by Vivek Umrao
(Recd. February 2009)

It is very hard to write a report on Jambumadai project, Trichy, Tamilnadu. This project does not need a long report because it can not be written.
 
My views can be different from others for this project because of different levels of understandings of communities of india. In previous reports from others I read that Jambumadai is a very remote area. Before I will make any comment on this project, I would like to say that my comments should not be taken as North vs South etc.
 
In my views there are various types of work culture in current Indian social service field:
 
•           Works are being done with plantation of needs of work.
•           Works are being done because works should be done there. There are actual needs.
•           Works are being done for name-fame, prestige, ego satisfaction, political gain or to plant social credibility  of individuals or families of individuals.
 
There can be more types but I do not think that I am here to start a big debate. India has fewer assets thus assets must be utilized in most needy communities with top priorities. I was very much surprised in time of visit to Jambumadai. I could not understand that how can it be a very remote village!!!
 
I work in Bihar, Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh and I visit in most remote areas of Bihar and Chhattisgarh. I know many places of other states of India those can be termed as Remote areas. 
 
Jambumadai is situated on good print Road, Jambumadai has electricity supply and it gets electric supply for hours as cities get electric supply in some states of India. Government primary school has a nice building and also has teaching kits. This village also has a building for Veterinary hospital. Many houses are big and PUKKA. Village has post office. Personally, I have seen and I know thousands of places in india which are in much much much worse situations than this village. 
 
School timings were asked to Project person, it was informed to me that the next day school will be open. I was thinking that Jambumadai will be a good running project and neighbour villages can also be visited thus I hired a taxi to utilize energy and time. I was misinformed, school was shut. Computer center was open and teenagers were playing games in computers. There is a lady teacher, her house is situated on road and the distance of her house from the computer center is about 20-30 ft. One monitor was not working. It was told to me that Chennai chapter was informed about 6 months before for monitor but till now there is same situation. 
 
I could not understand that why a simple computer center, where major activity- to play computer games, is hard to manage and organize. I guess, lady teacher does not want to take pain for teaching thus she is happy with computer games as best utilization of computer center. There are some logics in old reports to justify computer games. When I visited center, I can not agree with logics of playing of computer games. I would like to agree if there are sincere efforts going on and there are needs of games for small children to attract them for learning. But computer games should not be appreciated as major and primary utilization of a computer center.
 
In time of Visit of Jambumadai village, it was informed me that in neighbour village Principal and teachers are waiting for discussion. We moved but on my arrival I knew that nobody was there, a temporary assistant teacher showed me school building and teaching kits. A demand was placed in phone by Principal that school does not have separate toilet for girl-child and school needs two more fans.
 
I was thinking for stay in Jambumadai village in night, but I did not get issues and things that needed stay. If by any reason, it is necessary to run this project. Then this needs some persons with long term social commitment (not time pass) and reorganize all things. An education center can not be run only by funds/ computers/ big names/ mechanical online logics/ online articles etc. A ground work needs understanding of ground and needs internal commitments.
 
I am attaching some photos of current situations of government primary schools in Bihar state. May be these photos will help to understand ground situations of India. If any thing will be needed, please inform me, I will try to provide more my best.
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