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PROJECT TRIGGER – ACCOMODATION PROGRAM
Background on the beginning of Accommodation program:
Blind Students Conference at Presidency College, Chennai

Facilitated by volunteers Dhanalakshmi, Sathyapriya, Jeba Durai, Lokesh, Krishnaswamy, DP Prakash in cooperation with 25 NSS volunteers of Presidency College.
 
On Dec 3rd, 2004, the world disability day, 58 blind students from 9
colleges participated in the first ever multi-college meet of its kind in Chennai. The participating colleges included Presidency College, New College, Nandanam Arts College, Pachaiyappa's College, Loyola College, Bharathi Women's College, Madras University, Madras Christian College, Vivekananda College. We came together at Presidency College for a discussion on the pressing issues faced by blind students, the solutions and the actionable priorities. The objective was to arrive at a mandate for the asha-special focus group which is working to mainstream blind students all over India.

Then the blind students were divided into groups of 4 with each such group having 2 sighted students from Presidency College to facilitate the discussion and take notes. An hour later each group was asked to report on their findings to the larger audience and the Top10 suggestions were compiled as shown below.


In the end every blind student was given a vote to choose one and only one of the Top10 priorities. A clear mandate with top 3 actionable items emerged from this voting process with revealing insights. Voluntary owners (all of them blind) were identified for each actionable item. Follow-up monthly meetings were planned to execute on these priorities.

First top 3 Priorities

1. Create better Job Opportunities (29 votes) [Owner - Prof Rajeshwari]

Change from begging and wilting situation to empowered self reliance; Help the blind enter diverse jobs not just the standard stereotypical ones; Help the blind enter businesses and build credibility

2. Develop a modern library (11 votes) [Owners - Shankar, Loyola College; Ashok, MCC College]

Develop more Braille and audio offerings; enrich school/college life with publications; encourage blind writers; need spoken English training; need exposure to more braille materials than just religious texts that we have now; Develop a blind students resource center - with PC, internet access for unlimited time independence; Get knowledgeable scribes in college to help the blind students

3. Improve hostel facilities (4 votes) 

[Owners - Chinnasamy & Ramesh, Pachaiyappa's College; Edward, Loyola
College; Karuppusamy, Teacher's College]

Follow up after Conference:
Monthly meetings were planned to work on these priorities with the blind students. Once in a monthly meeting (March month), students were expressed that all the hostels will be closed for vacation. Blind students who plan to do B.Ed Entrance exam find it very difficult for their accommodation to prepare for the exam because exams will be held during end of May. Most of them are coming from rural areas to do their under graduation courses and staying at Government hostels
First two priorities work is in progress. We observed that third item, we have to do something to begin with and need also seems to be very important one to get start immediately.
Reasons to start accommodation program:
1. Students belong to poor economically family background.

2. Blind students coming from rural areas for their higher education. To do their B.Ed entrance exam, readers are needed and it is possible only here. So the students have to look for accommodation in cities to do their entrance.
3. It is very expensive to look for accommodation and food till their entrance exam commences.  They can’t afford to it for more than a month. 
4. Government hostels are totally free of cost for the blind students. But it closes for the month of May by the Government itself. 
5. Most of the blind students attempt this entrance because more opportunities ahead from Government side in teaching profession for them.
Next Action:

  We observed that accommodation is the major problem faced by blind students to prepare for B.Ed entrance.  We started to plan to give accommodation in our Asha home itself (Asha Honor place) at Besant Nagar looking through the difficulties faced by the blind people. Girls informed that they got suitable accommodation to do their entrance. So we started accommodating boys appearing for B.Ed entrance exams.    
   
Accommodation program:

Accommodation program started on 5th May 2005 to 1st July 2005 (Two months) accommodated 20 blind students appearing for B.Ed entrance from all Colleges (Pachiayappa’s, Loyola, Music College and Presidency) and various under graduation and post graduation courses like Tamil Literature, English Literature and History. Initially we planned for one month program. The Entrance exam date got postponed which made to extend the program for another one month. 
Daily Activities:

The students have their breakfast and go for their respective work need to be done.  In the evening all return back completing their reading work and preparation for their entrance.
Arrangements: 
Food arrangements:   Asha Honor volunteers (L.Dhanalakshmi) prepared the food for all the blind students.  Morning breakfast and dinner for them for two months including coffee.

All the Asha Honor volunteers (Jeba, Sathya and Lokesh) worked towards this program from top to bottom. Volunteers helped them in reading out their lessons and filling their application entrance form. Shankar (Blind student) from Loyola College took efforts in raising local funding to carry on this program. Suyam volunteers stayed during night time.
Highlights: (Result)

1. Twelve blind students got B.Ed admission through merits out of 20 students stayed at Asha home. 
2. Regular readers of blind students came to our place for reading the lessons for blind students.

3. One day in the evening we had a small get together (sharing, entertainment, quiz and games)

4. After their entrance exam, we took them all for outing to M.G.M Dizzee World as a recreational trip wanted by them.

5. Blind students participated in our Asha monthly teleconference.
The result is tremendous and through this program, we have reached support for twenty blind student’s immediate and urgent need which is essential for their future life to sustain by doing B.Ed course without any struggles. 
Looking the need is very important and the end result. Plan to help even more students appearing for B.Ed entrance in June 2006.
Proposal for Accommodation Program 2006:  
Food/provision/vegetables for 25 students

One person per day 




Rs.40

For twenty students (per day)



Rs.1000

Two months Rs.1000x60 days



Rs.60000

Honorarium for Cook (two months)


Rs.3000
Vessels for cooking




Rs.1500
Recreational trip





Rs.6000
Maintenance






Rs.1000
Wages (people stay at night time)


Rs.2000

Gas cylinder





Rs.1000

Miscellaneous





Rs.500

Total







Rs.75000

Priority II:

To set up a library for blind students, this is the second item in top three priorities.
Basic books in Tamil Lit, English Lit, History,

Economics, Commerce






Amount needed to start up



Rs.20000

2nd Feb 2006


