Visit to Mukti’s Area of Work, Feb, 2010

-Somnath Mukherji
Book Bank and Library

I visited Mukti’s library in Purbasridharpur on Feb 18th, 2010. The books from the Book Bank are stored here. Books required by students from Class V to BA are given out.
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Pic 1: Mukti Library



Pic 2: Library Reading Room
Talking to the Mukti staff I found that rejection rates have gone down because of constant encouragement from the teachers on preserving the books. But the rate of return has not improved significantly.

In total 13 books are given out to a student of Class VIII. The Book Bank covers all books other than those provided by SSA.
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Pic 3: Books for use in the library
                       Pic 4: Book Bank
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Pic 5: Books destroyed in Aila
Baradanagar Coaching Centre

The coaching centres were closed during my visit, but I was able to meet with the teachers. There were about 10 teachers at this center that I met. Forms were being given out for the students to apply for the next session. Unfortunately, I could not take pictures of the teachers as my camera began to malfunction.
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Pic 5: Application forms being given out for the Baradanagar Coaching Centre
Here is what I gathered from my interaction with the teachers:

1) This coaching centre runs in South Baradanagar pre-primary school 6am to 9am. Regular school for the students in the coaching classes, start at 11am. A total of 150 students are coached here.
2) Last year help was offered with English and Math but this year, it is being planned to additionally help the students with Science and Geography. 

3) There were two retired teachers from the nearby high school who had taught from 1965. It was very valuable to listen to their perspective since they have seen the region go through many changes.

4) This is what the retired teachers had to say: Now with the state-wide recruitment of teachers for the high school there is no preference for local teachers. People are commuting from far away places to come and teach in the schools in the village. Although some of these teachers might be better qualified than the local teachers, they seldom develop a human connection with the students. It is a mere job for them. Sometimes the long commutes make them very tired and withdrawn from their teaching assignments. To sum it, the education of the students is suffering.
5) Mukti has to depend on other schools to run its coaching centres – it would be good to have a centre of their own.

6) There was a suggestion that many students come to the coaching classes on empty stomach. It would be beneficial to provide some tiffin.

7) Many teachers expressed the desire that the salary for them be increased.

8) It was also expressed that sending the teachers to some training might be useful.

Jata Jogendrapur Coaching Centre

1) I met about 6 teachers here. A total of 153 students are coached at this centre.

2) The main help is given in Math and English, but the students are also helped out with other subjects.

3) Access to the bathrooms for the students and teachers in the coaching centres seems to be a problem here. Perhaps the school authorities are reluctant in allowing the use of the regular bathrooms in the school.

4) The gender ratio of the students in the coaching centre is almost 50%.

5) The teachers said the students’ results in the unit tests are used to measure their improvement.

