
 

 

 

  

An initiative to support the needy students of 
Sundarbans, who were severely impacted from 
the ravages of Cyclone Bulbul, and have lost the 
basic privilege to purchase the school 
curriculum books and continue with their 
education 

Aftermath of Cyclone 
Bulbul – Continuation of 
the Support to the needy 
Students of Sundarban to 
continue Education 
A Proposal to continue the support to Mukti’s Education 
Initiatives in the midst of ongoing economic havoc in 
post Bulbul era causing the local people to push 
education in its extreme hindsight 

     

       



 
 

1. CONTEXTUAL PREMISE – CYCLONE BULBUL & IMPACTS 

 
Around 20:30 IST on Saturday 9th of November 2019, Cyclone Bulbul had a landfall in the West Bengal Coasts. 
Kakdwip and Bakkhali in South 24 Parganas districts in West Bengal's coastal region were worst affected, as trees 
got uprooted, roofs gave way and houses and shops suffered damage. People ran out of basic amenities including 
food and drinking water. Power supply also got disrupted in many areas.  
 

Unfortunately, the areas of the district where Cyclone Bulbul has caused havoc are mostly the ones where MUKTI 
(https://muktiweb.org/) as a non-profit socio-economic development organization, has its roots. The red 
highlighted portion of the map below depicts the areas for ready reference, which includes five major Blocks (and 
the associated Gram Panchayats) namely Kakdwip, Patharpratima, Namkhana, Mathurapur II, Kultali, Sagar and 
Jaynagar II. – where Mukti has been heavily involved in various programs across the following key verticals for the 
last sixteen (16) years: - <1>. Health, Water and Hygiene promotion <2>. Education & Empowerment <3> Agriculture 
and Livelihood Reforms <4> Livelihood and Economic empowerment <5> Environment Economy & <6> Rights and 
Governance.  
 
More images from ground on the devastation of Bulbul can be accessed from Mukti’s website here and few of the 
interviews conducted by Mukti Volunteers with that of local villagers can be seen in YouTube (Villager Reaction 1, 
Impacts of Cyclone Bulbul), the survey data of the impacted households in all 7 blocks. 
 



 
 

2. SUPPORT RECEIVED FROM ASHA FOR EDUCATIONS IN POST-BULBUL ERA  
 

Mukti and Asha have been associated in a long-term relationship in education sector and touching thousands of 
lives in coastal region of Sundarban. Asha for Education is supporting Book Bank and support schools across 
Sundarban. The super cyclone has impacted huge area of Sundarban, and many students were seriously impacted 
due to cyclone.  
 
Towards this, Asha has already supported Mukti in the post Bulbul phases and Mukti is indebted for the same. A 
summary of the status of the completed/ongoing work against the received funds is depicted below: 
 
Immediate support with relief material provided out of Asha supported fund: Mukti has supported 500+ 
families with immediate support with material like tarpaulin, mosquito net, blanket, solar lamp, clothes, rice, pulses 
and seeds.  
 
Here is utilization report 

No Account 
Budget
ed Actual Remarks 

1 
Mukti Support School Repair and 
Immediate Support       

1.1 Kankandighi center repair 25000 33000 Little over budget 
1.2 Purbasridharpur Center repair 25000 43000 Little over budget 

1.3 
Immediate support provided Asha 
Families in BulBul  279000 264000 

under budget but 
managed by other 
funds 

  Total 329000 340000   
  Fund received from Asha in Dec 2019   340000   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

3. IN POST BULBUL PHASES THE CHALLENGE TO CONTINUE WITH THE EDUCATION BY 
THE NEEDY STUDENTS HAS BECOME BIGGER THAN WHAT WAS PERCEIVED  
 

In line with the guidance received earlier on the inadequacy of funds, Mukti was planning and preparing to 
significantly ramp down the distribution of books to students with associated book bank initiatives. During the 
month of October’19, Mukti had conducted an internal workshop with the board and other book bank 
coordinators to strategize on the future of book bank projects and to assess the possibility of continuation of the 
project with minimalism. The key outcomes and decisions out of the discussion were to significantly reduce the 
book distribution and advise the needy students to reuse the old books to the best extent possible. 

At this juncture the onset of Cyclone Bulbul in early Nov’19 not only created a havoc by jeopardizing the local 
habitat, but, created a serious dent in the economic purchase potential of the local people - which has aggravated 
the long term challenges to a much wider level than initially anticipated.  

In the context of education and purchase of necessary textbooks for schools (the prime mission and objectives of 
Mukti’s Book Bank Projects for the last 16 years), the problem has further intensified due to the following: 

- Meeting the basic needs of livelihood in post Bulbul phases have become severely threatened. The 
miniscule household incomes are getting exhausted in this bare sustenance – nullifying the possibility of 
allocating expenses in education. 
 

- The disaster has also jeopardized the supply chain system in its entirety in the local affected areas – 
causing inadequate supply of textbooks in the local bookstores. This is also associated with an almost two-
fold increase in the prices of the books, which are prescribed in the course curriculum from schools. 
 

- A change in the textbooks and authors in the prescribed course curriculum from schools in this academic 
year starting Januray’2020 is compelling the students to search for new books, since reuse of old books is 
limited  

In this backdrop, Mukti realizes that, in the philosophy of serving the needy and promoting the spirit of education 
among the marginalized section of the society - it will be rather unfriendly to withdraw from the services of helping 
the students in an hour when they will be needing it the most. There is an increasing list of demand being 
submitted at Mukti Library from several hundred school students in anticipation of the desired support – a request 
which is increasingly becoming difficult to refuse.  

We hence seek the support on behalf of around 2500 needy students for the purchase of textbooks and 
educational materials and we estimate that a budget of US$12K will be adequate to support the bare minimum 
needs.      

 

 

 



 
 

Urgent Budget needed 

No Account No Rate 
Amount 
(INR) 

1 Mukti Support School BuBul affected Student support      
1.1 Text Book 2500 250 625000 
1.2 Educational other materials 2500 70 175000 
1.3 One book suport librarian  12 5000 60000 
  Total     860000 

 

Few Support at glance 

 

 

  

 



 
 

RECOVERY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                                                        

                                                                                   


