
 

 

 

  

An initiative to support the people of 
Sundarbans, who were severely impacted from 
the ravages of Cyclone Bulbul, with basic 
livelihood needs to assist them to limp back to 
normalcy  

Aftermath of Cyclone 
Bulbul - Support 
Students and their 
family 
A Proposal to support Mukti’s disaster 
recovery initaitives against the ravages of 
Cyclone Bulbul at Sundarbans. 
     

       



 
 

1.  ABOUT CYCLONE BULBUL 

 
 
Around 30th October of 2019, a severe Tropical storm “Matmo” made a landfall in Vietnam and the remains of the 
same emerged into the North Andaman Sea around November 2nd – which further got fully reformed into a 
depression around Nov 5th. However, it got strengthened into a cyclonic storm, and the Indian Meteorological 
Department (IMD) named it as Cyclone “Bulbul”. 
 
Cyclone Bulbul continued intensifying and increasing speed for the next 3 days and the IMD confirmed that its 
going to hit the southern fringes of the Indian State of West Bengal (mostly Sundarban areas in South 24 Parganas 
district of West Bengal) at Category 2 hurricane equivalent intensity.  
 
Finally, around 20:30 IST on Saturday 9th of November 2019, Cyclone Bulbul had a landfall in the West Bengal 
Coasts. BengaKhejuri, Nandgram, Nayachar and Ramnagar in East Midnapore and Kakdwip and Bakkhali in 
South 24 Parganas districts in West Bengal's coastal region were worst-affected, as trees got uprooted, roofs 
gave way and houses and shops suffered damage. People ran out of basic amenities including food and drinking 
water. Power supply also got disrupted in many areas.  
 
IMD officially reported that –  
 
“"Severe cyclonic storm 'Bulbul' crossed West Bengal coast close to Sundarban Dhanchi forest during 20:30 to 
23:30 hours IST of November 9 with the wind speed of 110-120 kmph gusting up to 135kmph" 
 
  
 
 

2.  MUKTI’S OPERATIONAL GROUNDS IN SUNDERBANS WERE THE WORST 
AFFECTED FROM CYCLONE BULBUL: 

 
Unfortunately, the areas of the district where Cyclone Bulbul has caused havoc are mostly the ones where MUKTI 
(https://muktiweb.org/), is a non-profit, socio-economic development organization has its roots. The red 

highlighted portion of the map below depicts the areas for ready reference, which includes five major Blocks (and 
the associated Gram Panchayats) namely Kakdwip, Patharpratima, Namkhana, Mathurapur II, Kultali, Sagar 
and Jaynagar II.  
 



 
 

 
 

In the said blocks, Mukti has been heavily involved in various programs across the following key verticals for the 
last sixteen (16) years: - <1>. Health, Water and Hygiene promotion <2>. Education & Empowerment <3> Agriculture 
and Livelihood Reforms <4> Livelihood and Economic empowerment <5> Environment Economy & <6> Rights and 
Governance  

In the aftermath of Cyclone Bulbul, several thousands of houses got demolished, trees got uprooted and hundreds 
of acres of agriculture land has been washed away. The storm was especially devastating for farmers who were 
preparing to harvest rice and other crops. There is a lot of apprehension on the extent of damage on agriculture, 
cattle, wild animal, forest etc. – which are yet to be fully uncovered. Since late evening hours of Saturday, the 9th of 
November 2019, more than 450 volunteers of MUKTI are working round the clock in different parts of Sundarban 
where the cyclone has created havoc and established emergency support in 72 GPs (Gram Panchayat) of the said 7 
blocks. 
 
More images from ground on the devastation of Bulbul can be accessed from Mukti’s website here and few of the 
interviews conducted by Mukti Volunteers with that of local villagers can be seen in YouTube (Villager Reaction 1, 
Impacts of Cyclone Bulbul), the survey data of the impacted households in all 7 blocks. 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Pic: Our volunteers are visiting the affected area and enquiring about the educational damages 
 



 
 

3. MUKTI & ASHA FOR EDUCATIONS  

 

Mukti and Asha holds long term relationship in education sector and touching thousands of lives in coastal region of 
Sunderban. Asha for Education is supporting Book Bank and support schools across sunderban. The super cyclone 
has impacted huge area of sunderban and many students had seriously impacted due to the cyclone. Mukti is 
supporting with its 100+ employees and 450+ volunteers round the clock on ground and providing basic amenities 
and supplying foods to the needy, but the quantum and gamut of the help needed to the local people is beyond what 
Mukti can support on its own. 
 

Mukti has performed an on-ground detailed estimate of the number of impacted farmers across Nagendrapur and 
Kankandighi Gram Panchayats and is now seeking for seed supports for the farmers. 
 
Immediate support with relief material: Mukti has supported 1000+ families with immediate support with 
material like tarpaulin, mosquito net, blanket, solar lamp, clothes, rice, pulses, puffed rice etc. Mukti has started 
medical camp to affected area to protect lives in coastal region of sunderban.  

Support to Students with text book: Mukti support school students and other students under book bank have lost 
their text book in the super cyclone, books are demolished along with their mud house. As we speak about 
rehabilitation of human lives we should think about education rehabilitation. Asha has extensively worked with 
Mukti during AILA in 2009 in education rehabilitation program and supported thousands of students with free text 
books. Mukti seeks for support from ASHA for rehabilitation of student after the super cyclone bulbul. 

Budget: We seek for support to 1500 students with text books and educational materials for supporting students 
who have lost all their study material in this cyclone. Mukti has already spent 2.79 Lacs in immediate support to 
Asha families in Mukti. Two support school is also partly damaged and we need to repair that. Please find below is 
the budget for supporting cyclone victim students for their educational rehabilitation.  

 

 


