NOTES FROM SITE VISIT (Sameer Parikh)

December 29, 2006

From 7pm to 8:30pm

Gandhinagar

Getting there:  Gandhinagar is relatively sparsely populated.  The school is located in the interior of the sector.  Rikshas are difficult to obtain there.  Best option is personal transport.

Email of Site Visitor: sameer_parikh@yahoo.com

Overall, this school and setup is a good Asha-Star project.  Dr. Basu is extremely dedicated to the children and regularly dips into her finances to provide additional support the children need.  She is very cognizant of the fact that some education is better than no education and food supplements are necessary to maintain healthy growth.  Ashaben also seems dedicated to the project and has been with the program for a few years now.  Dr. Basu visits the parents, enquiries about their household situation and provide them any support needed for their children to attend the school.  For example, she provided expenses for psychological therapy for one of her students, who went through emotional difficulties.

Dr. Basu also teaches children the values she wants them to learn through song and recitation.  Given the communal volatility in the area, communal harmony is stressed.  A large portion of the “values” revolve around respect for oneself, the teachers, and the community.  

Overall, if people are interested in supporting a small project making a tangible difference, this is a relatively good project to support.  The project fits the profile of a Asha-Star project well.
