Government and Asha Coordination in Tsunami Relief Work:


Naadukuppam is one of the affected villages in Chennai district.   When we (Sathya and Dhanalakshmi) visited for the first time during the last week of February.  We had meeting with village women’s group in Naadukupam.  They pointed out that:

· In the village, 600 families exist.

· No Government interventions. No compensation was reached because the reason was no house got damaged.  

· All the people expressed there is great livelihood problem.  So they have great difficult of food to spend the days.  Children are suffering without food.  So, they asked for immediate need of food package.

Needs:

Short-term need:

· Provision Package:  It contains 25kg Rice, 2kg dhal, 2kg oil and other provisions 

Funds needed:


Provision package for a family (one month)


Rs.1000


600 families x 1000





Rs.6, 00,000

After the visit to Naadukuppam, we had meeting with C.V Shankar I.A.S on 28 February 2005.  By the time, I (Sathya) mentioned about Naadukuppam village where no support has been reached yet.  The Commissioner also agreed on it that no support was given.  The village people, mostly women approached Relief Commissioner (C.V Shankar) regarding the Government support and gave petition before.


When we made follow up visit to Naadukuppam on 3rd March after the meeting with Relief Commissioner.  Great change was happening during our visit.  Most of them were getting ready to go to collect the provisions and rice packages from the Government.  Government was given three months provisions and rice to all the 600 families and Rs.1000 cash.  


Working with Government coordination, the Naadukuppam village short-term need was covered and time for long term rehabilitation in that village. The village people thanked us for the effort taken.

