Tsunami Site-visit

District:  Cuddalore

Site visit made: On 15th January 2005 -  17th January 2005

Attendees: 

1. Sheetal Singh (Punjab)

2. Sanjay Singh (UP)

3. Mohammed Yunus (UP)

4. Raju(UP)

5. Ramji(UP) 

6. Sri Ram (Mumbai)

Villages in Killai:  Volunteers visited seven areas in Killai. It follows:

1. M.G.R Thittu

2. Chinnavoyal

3. Murukuthurai

4. Vaddakumudesalodai

5. Kannagi Nagar

6. Pillaimedu

7. Kalaignar Nagar

8. M.G.R. Nagar

NGO’s working in these villages:

1. EFFICOR,

2. CREED, 

3. Action AID, 

4. DYFI, SFI (Students Federation of India)

Details:

M.G.R Thittu:
       It was a small island with well settled families.This village is totally washed out now.  Three hundred families were exist.  Nearly 800 population were residing.  Boats and nets totally damaged.  No houses were left over.  Government asked them to vacate the place.  Eighty people died in this area. No families are staying there.


At present, people are staying with their relative houses, community centers.  School building was affected. So government asking the children to join in Murukuthurai school. Children are not going to school in this area.  These people are having great livelihood problem. Men havent started to go for work, passing the day by taking whatever others are providing. Children still in the fear of Tsunami. Slowly trying to overcome the fear.

Relief Work:

1. Different NGO’s taking care of their basic needs by giving them     

    rice,dhal, bedsheets, food packets and provisions etc. 

2. Government seeking NGO’s involvement in constructing temporary 

    settler. 

3.All affected families got Rs.4000 and Rs.2000 for less damaged houses.

Needs: 

1.Boats and Nets  (200 nets and 50 boats)

2.Children Education 

3.Permanent Shelter from Government because people don’t want to    

   take permanent shelter through NGO’s due to later problems of who will  

   own this property (NGO’s or affected people)

Chinnavoyal:

This village is totally washed out now.  One hundred and fifty families were exist.Nearly 500 population were residing.  Boats and nets totally damaged.  No houses were left over.  Government asked them to vacate the place.  Fifty people died in this area. No families are staying there.


At present, people are staying with their relative houses, community centers.  School building was affected. Children are not going to school in this area.  These people are having great livelihood problem. Men havent started to go for work, passing the day by taking whatever others are providing. Children still in the fear of Tsunami. Slowly trying to overcome the fear. Temporary shelter construction are yet to be started.

Relief Work:
1.Different NGO’s taking care of their basic needs by giving them 

   rice,dhal, bedsheets, food packets and provisions etc. 

2. Government seeking NGO’s involvement in constructing temporary 

    settler. 

3. All affected families got Rs.4000 and Rs.2000 for less damaged houses.

Needs: 

1.Boats and Nets 

2.Children Education 

3.Permanent Shelter from Government because people don’t want to        

   take permanent shelter through NGO’s due to later problems of who will  

   own this property (NGO’s or affected people)

Murukuthurai:

                This area is not badly affected in Tsunami. Few houses were damaged. Thirty people died in this area. Temporary shelter construction is going on.  Nearly 800 population were residing.  School building is in good condition. Two hundred families were exist. Men havent started to go for work, passing the day by taking whatever others are providing.

Ajai: There were about 40 bodies (10 children) found in this village. About 10 (1 child) of them were from this village. The other 30 remained unidentified. The bodies have been buried in a shallow grave just off the road.

Relief Work:

1. Different NGO’s taking care of their basic needs by giving them   

    rice,dhal, bedsheets, food packets and provisions etc. 

2. EFFICOR  is involved in building temporary shelter in Murukuthurai. 

3. All affected families got Rs.4000 and Rs.2000 for less damaged houses.

Needs: 

1.Boats and Nets 

2.Permanent Shelter from Government because people don’t want to  

   take permanent shelter through NGO’s due to later problems of who will  

   own this property (NGO’s or affected people)

Vaddakumudesalodai:

                        No temporary shelter has been constructed in this area. At present, people are staying with their relative houses, community centers.  Less percentage families continue to live in their original dwellings.  School situated ½ km away from the original dwellings. School building is less affected. School re-opened on 17/1/05.  Hundred families need temporary shelter. Many have promised but no one delivered the need of the people.

Relief Work:

1. Different NGO’s taking care of their basic needs by giving them 

    rice,dhal, bedsheets, food packets and provisions etc. 

2. No support got on buying boats and nets.

3. All affected families got Rs.4000 and Rs.2000 for less damaged houses.

Needs: 

1.Boats and Nets 

Kannagi Nagar:

                 No temporary shelter has been constructed in this area. At present, people are staying with their relative houses, community centers.  Only five families wants to live in temporary shelter. No one wants to leave their original dwellings. School situated 2 km away from the original dwellings. School building is not affected.  School started in this area.  

Relief Work:

1.Different NGO’s taking care of their basic needs by giving them 

    rice,dhal, bedsheets, food packets and provisions etc. 

2. No support got on buying boats and nets.

3. All affected families got Rs.4000 and Rs.2000 for less damaged houses.

Needs: 

1. Boats and Nets 

Pillaimedu:

               No temporary shelter has been constructed in this area. At present, people are staying with their relative houses, community centers.  Only 43 families wants to live in temporary shelter. No one wants to leave their original dwellings. School situated 2 km away from the original dwellings. School building is not affected.  No NGO’s is working for temporary shelter in this area. 

Relief Work:

1. Different NGO’s taking care of their basic needs by giving them  

rice,dhal, bedsheets, food packets and provisions etc. 

2. No support got on buying boats and nets.

3. All affected families got Rs.4000 and Rs.2000 for less damaged houses.

Needs: 

1. Boats and Nets 

2. Permanent shelter

Kalingar Nagar:

                  No temporary shelter has been constructed in this area. No one need temporary shelter in this area. All families want to live in their original dwellings.

Ajai: This is a village of 106 Irula tribal families. Although they have lived in the area for over 20 years, they got their first ration card as a part of the post-tsunami relief operations. This village was not directly affected by the tsunami. The water stopped yards away from their villge. Their livelihood depended on selling fish caught by the fisherman. But since nobody is currently fishing, they have been affected indirectly and have only what little food Siddamma was able to arrange for them.

There is a school 2 km away from the village. But the children here do not go to school because the govt. school wants their birth certificates and ration card for admission (although legally neither is needed).  A non formal school has been running here, but only for three days in a week.

Relief Work:

1. None.

Needs: 

1. Food

2. Livelihood options

          General Observation:

1. Immediate relief seems to have reached all the directly affected areas. Indirectly affected areas have been totally missed so far.

2. Major impact islands- M.G.R Thittu, Murukuthiru are going to be                    

     relocated.  There seems to be some controversy regarding    

     temporary shelters.

3. Even 3 weeks later, new NGO’s are coming to provide material relief.  And already several NGO’s are present (CREED, EFFICOR, Action Aid, DYFI/SFI, SOS Village) to manage relief and perhaps rehabilitation.

4. Not very open to new ideas or discussions on existing issues with us and were keen on support on their community center plan across the affected villages.

5. Good percentage of affected families are with their relatives and not in temporary shelters.

6. Fisherfolk keen on support to restore livelihood by NGO’s coming and promising.

