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 I visited Shamayita Marangburu tribal schools (kindergarten-4th grade) October 5 and 6. All the 
public and private schools were closed in West Bengal, but throughout the pandemic, the teachers had 
schools with very small classes. If the weather permitted, the schools were held outside, otherwise 
inside with windows and doors open and everyone was masked (mostly). The attendance was almost 
100% because the teachers met the parents who were begging the teachers to keep the children busy in 
learning. With parents’ enthusiasm, the teachers started serving cooked food in the open kitchen in the 
school premises since August 2021. Since some parents lost their job, they volunteered in the school 
kitchen to prepare breakfast. 

 Before pandemic, every Sunday the teachers used to held tutoring for students who graduated 
from Shamayita Marangburu Schools and currently attending government school (5-8th grade). There 
were also different activities for every student who came to school on that day. Unfortunately, that had 
to stop because of high number of students visiting on Sundays that made it hard to do social distancing. 
My hope is grade 4th students who graduated March 2021 and current students who will be graduating 
in 2022 continue their schooling on Sundays in 2022. 

 In order to help the cost of food, all three schools again have planted lots of fruits and 
vegetables when I visited them. I also asked them to send me picture when things are ready to eat. 
Please see the pictures below. L.H.S with vegetables in January 2022, R.H.S same field with vegetables 
seeds just planted in October 2021. These will be used for the children, saving some expense, providing 
nutritious food and teaching children how to plant and nurture plants. Next goal the teachers have is to 
add grade 5 in all three Marangburu schools because secondary government schools will start from 
grade 6. The teachers requested me to add some fund for this new grade 5 students. 

 


