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dear sandeep,

hi. had ben trying to get in touch with you guys a few months 

back. but your mail would keep bouncing back. that timer I had 

sent in a proposal too, but i'm not sure of uts validity right 

now.

first let ma clear a few things. the school or rather the centre 

at Qutbe-alam Dargah , vatwa was started by the aman- ekta 

volunteers in june beginning. This was before I came to Ahmedabad. 

Teachers were picked from within the affected community and 

Training was given by one Manoj Kitta- you might know him.

Anyhow, soon after most of the volunteers left. It was decided to 

Hand over the centree to an organisation, which would be able to sustain it long term. That is the point where I stepped in. I took over the responsibility of seeing this "handing over". I have been there for the school to sort out the nitty gritties of the relationship between the teachers and Sahyog- the organization. My involvement with the naroda-patiya children in Faizal Park, vatwa and in navapora has been much more active. And most of these children are now studying in a school in raigad, maharashtra.

Coming back to sahyog -it has been wonderful with the teachers and the center, so in that sense my role in the school has really eased since. I go there every now and then, just to ask around how things are going. Since sahyog is a small organization- with no clout- I have been helping them liason with other organisations also-, which might help the school.

Sahyog works with only riot affected Muslim children at present. 

In September they had set up a center at chunarawas - an obc locality next to the dargah. The center was running very well- with a muslim teacher going there to teach the chunara children.

But a month and a half back - kssm with care support set up its 

own centre there and forced sahyog out. Though I am not concerned with the ngo politicking, but a process where a Muslim teacher goes to the Hindu colony to teach Hindu children has been scuttled. And its been done in a way where its taken a communal overtone. The chunaras and their Muslim neighbors are very resentful of each other. So its unfortunate that a process which could possibly have 

eased such tension in future gets scuttled an din fact fresh Animosity gets created. I have already raised the issue with Care and it has shown an interest in a teacher exchange program, which I had suggested - once a week a chunara teacher comes to teach at the dargah center and conversely a Muslim teacher goes to 

teach at the chunara centre. But there is so much politiking and insecurity, I don’t know if this process will finally take place.

Anyhow, I was also thinking that the sangati kit will be fruitful in the centres, -sima has agreed to come here on the 1st & 2nd of Feb to do the teacher training. But sahyog- is already very badly placed in term s of funds- so for them to support the sangati kit will also not be feasible. Even the snacks they used to give to 

The children every day- are now given every alternate day and the 

teachers' salaries have alos been reduced.

(1)here i was thinking if asha could help them and support at 

least the conducting of the sangati sessions in their various 

centres- it is easily calculabe according to cost per child. sima 

would know about the exact cost.  This is one.

(2)another idea- which I will send you in an attachment tomorrow- was something i had floated 2 months back- this was to open a centre in between chunarwas and navapora (the muslim village which the chunaras had attacked during the riots)- a centre which just conducts the sangati sessions- twice a week with 30 children (15 

 from navapora & 15 from chunarawas). i can conduct these sesions 

in the beginning and later hand them over to two teachers (one 

muslim and one chunara). The reason why I would like to involve myself at first is because- the muslims and the chunaras both trust me equally, and they know i ma not an ngo person- they do not have nay faith in ngos here, because of a lot of corruption in relief-rehab dispensation.

Anyhow, so this is another proposal - I will be able to send you 

this proposal by tomorrow.

(3)and if you open the sahyog attchments- I think they have sent 

in their own proposal/ appeal.

You can write to Robert at sahyog_ngo@yahoo.co.in for more 

information.

i must also tel you about my situation here- i am now officialy 

involved in a research project with BSC- on the carnage. I joined 

the project just a month back- so i also cannot give the kind of 

time i earlier could. but i had taken up the research because it 

would give me financial support- so i could continue doing my camp 

work. but now because of lack of time and resources, i visit the 

camp only once a week. after the reasech gets over in march 

-april, i will stick on hrere fr some more time- till july i 

think.

i think the best way is to come here an see the situation for 

yourself, also you may know of how to tackle these things better, 

and make suggestions of your own.

i hope all this has made sense, will send you the proposal 

tomorrow

take care

monica

I was hoping that the sangati kit could prove helpful here.

On Sat, 11 Jan 2003 asha wrote :

>

>dear monica, read your message written to arundhati but couldn't 

>open the attachments. could you please send me a formal note on 

>what are the needs of the school that you want us to consider for 

>support in gujarat? send your proposal also as part of the main 

>message by cutting and pasting it. also, it'll be nice if you 

>could write a personal note as how you got them started and who 

>will take their responsibility in the longer run.

>

>i'm copying this note to 2 friends from the asha-SV (sabita and 

>shachi) chapter who might consider your proposal.

>

>haven't met you for a long time. would like to come and see your 

>schools in gujarat when i'm there next. please tell me their 

>precise address and contact info. of person responsible for them. 

>do you plan to spend more time in gujarat.

>

>love, sandeep

>

>

