1.  Would the hand book be published for general public like 'Treasured Islands'.  In that case who would get the royalty/revenue for these books?

AS WE SEE IT NOW, THE MANUAL WILL BE FOR USE IN THE VGKK SCHOOL. THERE WILL ALSO BE CDS AVAILABLE IN CASE OTHERS WANT TO USE IT. WHETHER THESE ARE TO BE SOLD OR TO BE DISTRIBUTED FREE IS A DECISION THAT ALL OF US (ASHA, VGKK, ATREE, AND KV) COULD TAKE LATER. WE ALSO PLAN TO PUT THE MANUAL ON THE KV AND ATREE WEBSITES.

2.  What was the success of previous such efforts?  (In Andamans).  How did they measure the success?

TREASURED ISLANDS AND NAMMUDADWEEP LAKSHADWEEP WERE THE FIRST OF THEIR KINDS IN THE ISLANDS. NO FORMAL MONITORING OR MEASUREMENT OF SUCCESS WAS DONE. INFORMALLY WE HAVE COME TO KNOW THAT THE BOOKS ARE USED IN THE CLASS ROOM AND FOR COMMUNITY LEARNING PROGRAMMES.

3.  What are the other sources of funding for Kalpavriksh?  Asha Bangalore does currently have the funds already in the bank but we can raise it if we accept this proposal.  What is the time frame by which you expect funding?

KALPAVRIKSH GETS FUNDS FROM VARIOUS SOURCES - DONATIONS, SALES OF PUBLICATIONS, GOVT. FUNDING, AND FROM PRIVATE FUNDING AGENCIES. FOR THE BRT WORK, WE HAVE NO OTHER SOURCE OF FUNDING APART FROM ATREE AND VGKK WHICH WILL COME TO A CLOSE ON JUNE 30, 2005. THE REASON FOR APPLYING TO ASHA IS THAT THE WORK NEEDS TO BE CARRIED FORWARD INTO PHASE 2 AND THE MANUAL MADE READY. IDEALLY IT WOUD BE GOOD TO HAVE FUNDING FOR PHASE 2 BY JULY, OR LATEST AUGUST 2005 TO KEEP UP THE CONTINUITY AND NOT LOSE VALUABLE TIME IN THE ACADEMIC CALENDER.

4.  Can this material be used in other schools as well or would be only relevant for BR Hills?

THIS MATERIAL CAN BE USED IN OTHER SCHOOLS ESPECIALLY IN TRIBAL AREAS.  MANY OF THE CONCEPTS AND ACTIVITES COUD ALSO BE USED OR ADAPTED FOR OTHER AREAS INCLUDING THE URBAN CONTEXT.

5.  The government school curriculum include Environmental Sciences in the primary grade.  What is Kalpavriksh opinion on that subject and the syllabus.  Do we need to augment it through workshops for teachers?  Would Kalpavriksh be interested in conducting such workshops?

ALTHOUGH  EVS TEXTBOOKS DO EXIST FOR PRIMARY LEVEL, THEY ARE OFTEN OUT OF CONTEXT. GIVEN THE RICH MOSAIC OF LOCAL SITUATIONS IT IS IMPORTANT TO HAVE MATERIAL THAT ONE CAN RELATE TO  LOCALLY. THE FEELING ALSO IS THAT EVS HAS BECOME YET ANOTHER SUBJECT. CERTAINLY WORKSHOPS FOR TEACHERS CAN HELP - PROVIDED THEY ARE CREATIVELY THOUGHT OUT, AND THE LEARNING FOR LIFE PHILOSOPHY IS  EXPERIENCED.  CURRENTLY KALPAVRIKSH HAS NO PLANS TO CONDUCT GENERAL TEACHER TRAINING WORKSHOPS ON THE EVS CURRICULUM. WE HAVE ONLY HANDLED SPECIFIC WORKSHOPS IN CERTAIN SITES SO FAR.
