
RightStart 2018 Report
RightStart 2017, our annual teacher training programme took place 
from May 25th to May 29th at the IIT campus. Here is a detailed 
report.

Organisation

As we had done in the past we organized RightStart 2018 also at IIT. 
All the outstation teachers were provided accommodation at the IIT 
hostels. We got mess coupons for outstation as well as local 
participants and volunteers/trainers. This made managing things 
even easier than last time. 
The training sessions were held at the Vanavani school inside the IIT
campus at their AV room which was big enough to seat all the 
teachers and other visitors.

We kept the programme small this time and did not have a 
felicitation function on the last day.

On the 27th evening Srinivasan also organized a local sightseeing 
tour for the teachers. They went to the Marina beach and saw other 
places along the beach.

Trainers and Sessions

We had planned 1.5 days of English sessions, 2 days of Maths and 
half a day session on Dyslexia. On the fifth day our teachers from 
Thiruvallur performed several science experiements in the morning 
and afternoon. This was followed by a short felicitation function.

English Session: Mrs. Jayashree Arun is a senior teacher at PS Senior
Secondary School. She is a volunteer of Asha Chennai and has been 
conducting the training for the teachers for the last two years. She 
has also been conducting the online training for the teachers. She 
focused a little more on the teachers own English and worked with 
them on several reading comprehension passages.

Ms. Meena Suresh and Ms. Kalyani from Ramanujan Museum and 
Math Resource Centre have been working with Asha Chennai in 
training the teachers and other aspects of improving the quality of 
Mathematics education for several years. The focus this year was 
classroom activities and how to build in the students a passion for 
Maths. They also went over how the teachers should revise and test 
the understanding of last years concepts with the children before 
starting this term’s topics.



In the session on Dyslexia, Mrs. Harini Mohan from Madras Dyslexia 
Association explained to the teachers what is dyslexia and gave 
them some pointers about how to identify children with dyslexia.

The science experiments session on the last day was very 
interesting. Teachers from Thiruvallur have been doing science 
experiments during their monthly teacher meetings at Thiruvallur. 
Here they got a bigger platform to showcase their abilities and they 
did an excellent job. The concepts covered ranged from various 
chemical reactions to air pressure rocket! Most of the experiments 
were great successes! These were expected to be compered by a 
couple of professors from IIT. But that did not happen. The teachers 
ensured that this did not in any way take away from the session.

The felicitation function was a small affair. Ms. Rubini, the CSR 
coordinator from Hyundai Glovis, one of our key supporters for 
several years attended the function and distributed the certificates.

Participants

The following teachers participated in RightStart 2016.

Project Sangamam, Sangamam Kanini etc. 30 teachers 
and 1 coordinators. Some of the teachers 
had to commute every day from their place.
Some of them with young children travelled
back to their villages on some of the 
intermediate days.

Project Pearl 5 teachers, the current and the new project 
coordinators came for the training. 

Project Thulasi Six teachers from Project Thulasi came for 
the training.

Poorna Vidhya One teacher came.

Project Manigal Two teachers from Manigal came for the 
sessions. 

TEA Trust Teachers from Little Flower Convent run by 
TEA trust have been regular participants at 
the RightStart. Four teachers from TEA trust
came this year as well.

Arivu Maiyam Arivu Maiyam has been a regular 
participant at RightStart. They sent one 
teacher for the training this time as well.



Olcott Memorial School Two teachers attended the training from 
this school which is a long term partner of 
Asha Chennai.

Maithri We work together with this NGO at a couple
of corporation schools in Chennai. They 
sent two of their teachers to this training.

Thulir Thulir and Arivu Maiyam are known to Asha 
through Paripooranam, one of our 
volunteers. They also sent one teacher to 
RightStart.


