Agenda    : Asha-Darshan Teacher Training

Venue      :  Tamulpur Anchalik Gramdan Sangha

Date         :  July 4th- July 9th

Facilitator: Mrs. Lakshmi Suryanarayanan.

Day 1: July 4th, 2009, Saturday

The day 1 started with ice-breaking sessions. There were 38 AD teachers. The teachers gave their introductions and background information of the schools they represent. Please refer to the participants excels for in detailed information on the participants.

When it came to guessing what the facilitator’s background, there were some interesting responses ranging from college professor to Asha volunteer from US.

 The teachers shared various challenges they face in day-to-day teaching and some of these challenges were addressed. The afternoon session saw an Activity-Based-Learning session for the teachers who learnt how to keep the child engaged and learn through more hand-driven activities.

For detailed information on the Challenges listed by the participants please have a look at the Challenges sheet of the xls named Annexure.
For detailed information on the participants please have a look at the Participants sheet of the xls named Annexure.


Take away for Teachers
1. Interactive Sessions

The facilitator Mrs.Lakshmi Suryanarayanan emphasized the need for interactive sessions and active participation. This was an important take away for the teachers. On an average in a classroom there should be some form of interaction every 30 seconds. This interaction can take either of the following two forms:
· The teacher teaching/explaining some-thing

· The students responding to the teacher/ voicing doubt or involved in some activity.

2.  Teacher's Image

 In most cases the students are intimidated by the teacher. This is truer for male teachers. This image is introduced by the parents or through the environment in which the child grows up. Hence a close parent-teacher partnership is required.

3. Addressing Diversity and Promoting intermingling among students

The participants were told the importance of creating a friendly atmosphere in which all the students intermingle with each other in order to work in a team. Meeting people and forging relationship – teachers to address the diversity issue by delivering through a common platform and language. Examples and anecdotes to be generally understood by the diverse student body group.

Day 2: July 5th, 2009, Sunday

The day opened with identification of Differential Ability students that the teachers have in their classes. Differential Ability Groups (DAG) were present in all classes ranging from LP to ME. 

There are three basic DAG's - fast-learners, average-learners and slow-learners. Both the fast and slow learners tend to disrupt the class but in different ways.

· The higher ability students pose a problem by being restless in the class. Being faster, they want to move at a faster pace and tend not to be in harmony with the class. 
· Teachers should supply higher ability groups with separate activity. This should demand working-out the brain than hand-skills and will keep them busy, allowing the teacher to focus on the rest of the class.

· Picturous/illustrated books to be given to the lower ability group. More ABL for lower groups, ask them to work with hands. Set a different question papers - Lower ability groups to be given a different question paper, stressing on pictorial response/one-two worded response rather than sentence based response. Slow-learners should practice more and learn through hand-activity. This was followed by a demo ABL session on how to engage both fast and slow-learners.

Take Away for Teachers

1. Teaching Facts and Concepts

Differentiation between Fact and Concept; memory based and concept based approach.

Facts need to be memorized while concepts understood. History and Science were taken as an example and illustrated – how the teaching methodology should be different. Child should be encouraged to explore in the concept based subjects while memory devices/ memory aides should be developed for memory based subjects.

Case study on Mughal Dynasty. Create memory aids to remember facts.

2. Introduction to Active Learning Methodology (ALM)

This methodology introduces activity on the part of the student in the learning process

Asking students to find out information and present in a tabular form as a project/assignment. This process will ensure data mining promote inquisitiveness and act as a memory aid. Teacher's job is to be a facilitator and present the initial idea which will serve as a base to search exploring. Self correcting method at the end of the assignment/project will ensure the student maintain self esteem and have high level of motivation

3.  Bingo – An ALM to retain student attention

This game was shown as a demo on how to attract and retain students' attention. This is not a skill based game but is a luck based game. Hence, student self-esteem will not be hampered. This game can be effectively used to teach facts. The teacher will have master or call-out-cards while the students will be having the response cards. When the teacher flashes her question, the student with the correct response card gets a score.

Day 3: July 6th, 2009, Monday

Day three saw a brainstorming sessions by the participants. Topics like Why education, Why do we need English in our studies were discussed.

While most of the participants agreed that we need English in our day-to-day lives, they quoted various reasons like Job, interacting with foreigners, reading notices etc as the reason to learn English. From this point onwards, the session gradually turned towards spoken English and Phonetics. Mrs. Lakshmi brushed up on the rudiments of pronunciation, vowels and consonants, short and long sound of vowels and standard pronunciation rules (viz. Suppressing trailing vowel and lengthening the leading vowel, Pronunciation with adjacent consonants and adjacent vowels).
Take Away for teachers

1.  Delivery and Diction for a Teacher.

Oratory skills of a teacher -  How a teacher should enunciate…Variation of intonation and lilt of the voice to attract student attention. Adding expression in the voice, animated explanations, using LTM and even in a normal session use hand. Each word pronounced should be distinguishable.

2.
ABL Kit on Tense and Sentence Forming

 An activity based learning session on how to incorporate tense and form a sentence patterns was shown as a demo to the participants.
3.  Attitude towards Knowledge and Inquisitiveness
 Teachers to promote inquisitiveness among the child. It is ok to not know but the child should be able to search for solutions/answers,. The teacher should make the child ask more questions and be more inquisitive.

Refresher: Number line, operations with +ve, -ve numbers with real world examples.

Day 4: July 7th, 2009, Tuesday

Why Teach Science 

Science as a function for developing logical, intuitive and questioning ability - Students to get curious about the natural phenomenon occurring around them. Teachers to use naturally occurring examples to teach Science. 
Negative aspects of science - Role of science and technology in war, Pollution and environmental hazards and accidents. By-products of science - pollutants and chemical effluents, non-biodegradable products.

Science and the world around: Attacking Science problems, teaching science by observation and questioning. Teacher should include natural phenomenon/events happening around to describe scientific fundamentals. Small children will start by asking "What/Where/When". Later on, when the sense of reasoning and logic develops children start asking the "why" and "how" questions. Sessions can be made very interesting through activities those would answer the questions rather than giving the answer directly. Eg. Learning density/concept of floating through an activity, rather than a direct answer.

ABL Kits Demo- session 

Factor game, Carrot & Noodles Game - These games use math skills like factorization, Operation with +v3 and -ve numbers.

Take Away for the participants

1. How to teach Science: The science teaching method should follow the cycle of observing, surveying (optional), questioning and inferencing. Teachers should - give correct tasks/assignments that will make the children observe and survey. Finally, the teacher should also help the children in drawing correct inference.

2. Teaching Scientific Phenomenon with Examples : Give multiple examples that follow the same Scientific Principle. For eg : give multiple examples for Evaporation causes cooling. The child should derive the phenomenon. This process of giving the example first and making the child figure out the principle will make the child think. Plus the examples will be better aids to understand the underlying principle.

3. Teachers to introduce scientific phenomenon by relating a small anecdotes or the related history associated with it. For example history of X-Ray. This retains children's attention and interest in the session.

Day 5: July 6th, 2009, Wednesday

Based on a diagnostic test fraction and decimals were identified as weak areas among the teachers. This day was devoted to refresh those areas.

Fractions: How to teach with real life examples and problems. The problem description should contain something that the children will understand and like. A real life situation as the problem description. The teacher can include activity here too for understanding. While teaching the concept for the first time, an object can be selected to describe. Eg.one cake to divide into 8 guests. What fraction each received?

Decimals and Percentage review : What is decimal and percentage??? Relationship between both, conversion from one form to other. Small exercise to clear concepts. Explanation of diagnostic test problems after the review.

Discussion Session : Scientific behind few natural phenomenon like eclipses, thunder and rotation/revolution.

LTM material distribution among the participants based on students strength in each school. 

Day 6: July 7th, 2009, Thursday

Sessions were held only for half-a-day. It was a refresher/presentation day. Participants were asked to do mock-presentation based on the teaching techniques discussed in the last 5 days.

Participants chose a topic for the presentation. The presentation included the ABL techniques that were taught and used LTM's. Participants incorporated the teaching methodologies and techniques that were highlighted for the past 5 days.

For detailed information and feedback/comments on the presentation please have a look at the Presentation Sheet of the xls named Annexure

Pros and cons of the presentation were discussed. Feedback provided and +ve points were highlighted. Peers' comments were also included.

The workshop closed with a lovely closing ceremony performed by all the participants.

