


•Mahesh Kumar started his social journey in 1994 with one of the co-founders of
‘Asha’ Sandeep Pandey.
• From 1994 to 1996 his wok involved help in teachers training and creating
curriculum for a school established for underprivileged kids in Ballia District of
Uttar Pradesh.
• From 1997 to 1998 he worked with JP trust in Sitabdiyara, Ballia on rural
technology.
• In 1999 he participated in a 1500 KM long march from Pokhran to Sarnath for
Nuclear Disarmament and Peace.
• From 2000 to 2005 his area of work expanded to include Education, RTI,
MNREGA, Village empowerment, women empowerment and other social issues
in Hardoi and Lucknow District
• In the year 2006 he started working in Kanpur for education of Migrant
Children, RTI, RTE MNREGA, Women Empowerment, Women Domestic
Workers, Human rights, Labour rights, Environment, Peace, Communal harmony
and other social issues.

Social Journey of Mahesh Kumar



Education for Children of Migrant Labours 

Ek Kadam Project ( Apna Ghar)
Ek–Kadam project is a residential hostel 
for the all around development of 
migrants’ children run by ‘ASHA’ Kanpur. It 
was started in 2006 as a model project 
for those migrant children who had to 
leave their education in between due to 
their parents’ profession. Their parents 
usually migrate from other states or 
districts to Kanpur in search of work. Most 
of them work at brick-field site along with 
their children for 6-7 months and then go 
back to their native villages. We started a 
residential hostel under Ek-Kadam project, 
which is known as Apna Ghar. It started 
with only nine children but now there are 
forty two children with us. Currently there
are 48 children living in a well-planned
residential complex. 15 children have
completed their education and moved out
from Apna Ghar for further studies.



































Right to Education 2009

The Right of Children to Free
and Compulsory Education
Act or Right to Education Act
(RTE), is an Act of the
Parliament of India enacted
on 4 August 2009, The RTE
Act aims to provide primary
education to all children
aged 6 to 14 years. The act
mandates 25% reservation
for disadvantaged sections of
the society.
In Kanpur 2016-2017
session there were only 2
admissions under the RTE.
We ran a campaign In Kanpur
which resulted in total
admission is reaching after
second lottery 7,026 in 2022-
2023 under the RTE act.



















Unorganized Workers' Social Security Act 2008

Unorganised Workers' Social Security
Act 2008 is an Act of the Parliament
of India enacted to provide for the
social security and welfare of the
unorganised workers. We are doing
40 Webinar/Public meetings with
women domestic workers in Kanpur.
Total number of domestic workers
reached 40 to200 in per meeting.





The Right to Information Act, simply known
as RTI, is a revolutionary Act that aims to
promote transparency in government
institutions in India. The Act came into
existence in 2005, after sustained efforts of
anti-corruption activists.
In between April 2022 to August 2023 I was
receive near 250 phone calls for help the
filing RTI applications, Appeal and guidance.
I was participate in 15 Webinar on RTI Issues
for giving the training and learning during
the last one Year.



Mahesh Kumar Pandey
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E-mail: maheshballia@gmail.com, 
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Total approved amount for Mahesh Pandey fellowship for 2023-2024 is 4,97,000.
The monthly salary is 41,416/- . So total is 4,97,000


