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Description of the Work: 

Chilla is a home for children of sex workers in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. This centre 

caters to at risk children who are deeply affected by stigma and stress from the society. These 

kids would usually accompany their mothers due to lack of shelters but now are taken care by 

Chilla to help in their education and upbringing.  

 

Operational Details: 

- Chilla takes 15-20 children and helps raise them taking care of their education, health 

and supports them throughout their school and college life till they get a job. 

- It also pays the money of personnel running the initiative and hiring counsellors for 

the centre. 

- Money is also allocated to bear the other operational costs of the project. 

 

Impact: 

- Provides Socio Emotional Skills training apart from academics  

- Supports and engages their mothers  

- Children from Chilla and gone on to pursue Engineering and landing jobs   

 

Site Visit: 

On December 6th of 2018, a visit was made to Chilla-Annania.  

 

I arrived in the late afternoon and stayed into the evening. The organizer Anil Chilla and his 

wife were wonderful hosts and I was able to meet ~10-15 children who are being helped by 

Chilla. The grounds were well kept, the communal school was simple but in good condition.  

 

It was at least made clear in my mind that these children were being helped by Chilla, and the 

donation money was being put to good use. I will continue to help defray their costs through 

my donations.  

 

Multiple Products: 

 

Also, Chilla has been creating multiple products to showcase the talents of the children. The 

following are the short films made by the children, during the annual summer vacation camp, 

organised by Centre for Life Skill Education, a project of Anannia. The entire crew behind 

and in front of the camera (including cinematography, editing and direction) are the children.  

 

"Classroom" 

https://youtu.be/4lHODy9kRTA  

 

"Ku Ka Kri"  

https://youtu.be/H0DsGR71CXI 

 

"Kuranganum Meenum" (Monkey and the Fish) https://vimeo.com/344750118  

(password- anannia1234 ) 
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Apart from the short films, the children also produced the plays. The plays are produced as 

part of the summer camp and the Christmas vacation camp, organised by Centre for Life Skill 

Education, in association with Manappam, the children's theatre wing of Abhinaya Theatre 

Research Centre. The plays were performed at Manaveeyam Veedhi and other places like 

Kerala State Central Library auditorium and School of Drama Thrissur.  

 

The plays are the following:  

 

- "Persipolis" 

- “Mandanmarude Katturajyam"  

- "Brick game"- a non-verbal improvised pieces of performances which are created by 

children through the process in workshop, converting the waste materials collected 

from the camp space into characters and fleshed it with movements and voices.  

- "Mirage"- scripted and performed by children, a perceptive account of the world as 

they see it.  abhinaya, clke, manaveeyam.  

- "Bench"  

 

Along with this, as part of the camp organised by ICFOSS, the children developed a game 

called 'pop' using MIT scratch, an open source tool.  

 

Below are some pictures attached of the Chilla Centre. 
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