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TOWARDS EXCELLENCE IN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT TO ACHIEVE EXCELLENCE

(Submitted by Subash and Lourdes
on behalf of Auroville Educational Resource Centre, Auroville,

at a meeting of Resource Persons in the year 2000,
convened by the Secretary of Education, Pondicherry)

Excellence in Elementary Education can be
attained only when the students are whole-
heartedly involved in the learning process.  Hence
curriculum and learning activities should be so
designed as to enable the students to become fully
absorbed in their learning.

Factors Needed To Enable The Students To Become Fully
Absrobed In Their Learning And To Learn The Curriuclum Well :

1.  Freedom from fear, psychological inhibitions, doubt in
one’s ability.

2. Joy.
3. Interest and Curiosity.
4. Learning by Doing.
5. Freedom to learn at one’s pace.
6. Appropriate Classroom Environment.
7. Appropriate Learning Structure.
8. Appropriate and Timely Help from the Teachers.
9. Utilising the Help from the Classmates.
10.  Developing Capacity for Self-Learning.
11.  Use of a Sufficiently Equipped Library.
12.  Field Trips Associated with the Subject Content.
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The Curriculum Should Contain:

1.  Content apprpriate to the living environment of the
students.

2.  Content appropriate to the learning level of the
students.

3.  Content that should kindle the interest and curiosity
of the students to instill in them the wish to learn more
and more.

4.  Scope for learning by doing.
5.  Scope for playway activities and games.
6.  Scope for observation and study of their living

environment.
7.  Scope for group activities.
8.  Scope for practicing the skills and competencies

acquired in language and arithmetic.
9.  Scope for building up skills in problem-solving, clear

thinking, creative thinking, critical thinking, organizing,
leadership, collaborative work, communication etc.

10.  Scope for bringing out the innate talents and
faculties of the students.

Appropriate Attitude or Approach of the Teacher

 1.  Removal of the fear in the child towards the teacher
and the encouragement of the feeling of confidence in
him/her.

2.  Insistence on the students attaining the competency
rather than his/her completing the syllabus.

3.  A comprehensive understanding of the learning level
of the students.

4.  Adoption of flexible time table appropriate to the
learning need of the students.

5.  Encouraging the students to arrive by themselves at
the solutions for the problems.
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6.  Assessment of the students’ learning should not be
for the purpose of reporting or recording or promotion to
the higher class, but for becoming clearly aware of the
learning level and need of the students so as to provide
appropriate assistance to them in their learning.

Suitable Methods

1.  Glenn Doman method coupled with Thematic Project
Works at the preschool level.

2.  Rishi Valley method follwing the system of multigrade
multilevel study cards at the primary level.

3.  Phonic Sounds method to learn to read English on one’s
own.

4.  Audio Tape method combined with Language Games
for learning a second language.

5.  Education By Design method and Thematic Project
Works method at the elementary and secondary level.

Appropriate Teaching/Learning Aids

1.  Language Games
2.  Story-telling Methods.
3.  Science through Songs.
4.  Map-Making Method.
5.  Writing and Reading Methods to Attain Proficiency in

Writing and Reading.
6.  Maths Activities.
7.  Warm-Up or Energizer Activities instilling Energy or

Enthusiasm or Curiosity in the Students in the course of
Teaching/Learning Process, which can take 3 to 5 minutes.

8.  Discussion through which the Answers are Elicited
from the Students.

9.  Brainstorming through which Ideas are Invited from
the Students.
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Type of Training Needed by the Teachers to Achieve this
Excellence :

1.  Zero Lecture Programme.
2.  In assessing sufficiently correctly the learning level of

the students.
3.  In finding the appropriate teaching/learning strategy

to be adopted for each student and applying it.
4.  In preparing the curriculum according to the level of

the students.
5.  In preparing the learning material appropriate to the

learning level of the students.
6.  In designing Project Works.
7.  In designing Challenges or Problems for using in the

Education By Design method.
8.  In maintaining an Individual Portfolio for each of the

students, which should contain the outcome of their learning
activities so as to assess the progress made by each of
them in their learning.

9.  In Classroom Organisation and Management.
10.  In involving the students in the regular use of the

library.
11.  In the use of modern technology in the teaching/

learningprocess.  (For example, use of computer for
preparing the curriculum and the learning materials, use of
existing education videos and software, prepariong and use
of audio materials, use of the Internet.)

12.  In the use of Spiritual Methods like meditation, bring-
ing peace and silence to the mind, prayer, consecration,
exhausting one’s effort.


