A WRITE UP BY MERIL ON BIDAR’S SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

“a very useful/detailed write up”

The social issues facing Bidar community due to cultural diversity? 

Bidar is one of the 27 Districts in the State of Karnataka, India. It is located in the Northern tip of
the State and surrounded in the North and Northeast by the State of Andhra Pradesh and in the West by the
State of Maharastra. It was under the rule of Hyderabad 

Muslim Nizams before the Independence. Soon after the independence, during the re-organisation of State it was brought under the State of Karnataka considering majority language spoken by the people (i.e.,
Kannada). Due to this very geographical and historical fact the culture is highly diversified. The nature of
diversity and the consequent social issues are explained in the following paragraphs: 

Division by Caste system: 

The division of the community by the practice of their occupation was termed as caste groups. This history of this division has deep roots in time and practices and dates back to more than 3000 years. One is considered superior over the other. The basic division has four main groups; viz., higher down the hierarchy there were Brahmnins as priestly class, the kshyatrias as kingly and worrier class, the vyasas as Kshtrias and sudras as physical labour class. Within each of these four sects there are further tens and hundreds of divisions, again based on their traditional occupations. With the birth and influence of some of
the religious and social reformers took additional caste frame, though unintended by their own leaders,
merely by the monolith practice of the cults and customs advocated by them. Some of the examples of
occupation based caste groups are: The pot makers as Kumbaras, the carpenters as Acharies, the hair-cutters as Ajamas, the washer community as Agasas, the landed agriculture community as vokkaligas, the forest based product and food gathers as numberous sects based on the type of product collected by them like the honey, the bamboo based workers, the cow menders, the cattle gazers, the hunters, the rat catchers, the pig rearers, etc). 

In addition to these castes and sub-castes within the Hindu religion, there are other people live in the
District who belongs to muslim, Christian and sikh religions. They again follow their own customs and
traditions. As the customs and practices followed by one religion and one caste is not known and respected
by other groups there is a long gap in the social interaction. 

While some of the caste groups considered as holly the others were considered to be lesser holly and even
that of polluted (untouchables). The higher the caste groups the more holier and vice-versa. The lower in
the caste hierarchy there are considered to be untouchables and are kept segregated from the
mainstream socio-economic-cultural and political arena. Depending upon the numerous caste groups one
can see the wide range of cultural practices specific to the caste groups. What is cherished as a culture by
one caste group is not well accepted and respected by the other groups. In spite of the fact that there are
many social reforms before and after the independence, the memories and the practice of caste based partisan is still in practice and played, holding their each cultural card close to their chest. 

As a result the mainstream socio-economic-political relations get manifested in the forms of intolerance,
prejudice, hatred, suppression, domination, submission, atrocities, inter-group conflicts and
frictions, monopoly of community resources by one or two dominant groups, imbalance in the distribution of resources and services. Among the marginalised groups there is high level of illiteracy, unemployment, high percentage of maternal and infant mortality, undernourished and malnourished, their children often
land up as child labourers at a very early age. 

In spite of the enactment of many laws, extension of many programs by the Government the impact is very
slow, as the executing body predominantly comprised of upper caste groups. There are many laws enacted and many programs to offset these imbalances and bring in social order, justice and equity. 
Language: The people of Bidar District speak many languages and dialects. The erstwhile rule of Nizams
(muslim kings), the geographical location of the District with Andhra Pradesh (Telugu speaking State)
and Maharastra (Hindu and Marati speaking State) has influenced the people to adopt and speak Kannada,
Hindi, Marathi, Urdu and Telugu languages. The official language being Kannada it is known to
majority of the people. The Education is imparted mostly in Kannada language except in some of the
private schools, which impart education in English language. The dialect of Kannada is quite different
from that spoken and written widely in other parts of the State. As a result the education is poor and the
students find it difficult to compete with other students from other Districts and the percentage of
students who get into higher education and lucrative jobs is very meager and limited only to the rich and
aristocratic families who get their children educated in private schools. 

Since the area comes under drought-prone region, the daily activities of people are geared to meet the
basic needs like food gathering, firewood collection and fetching water for domestic consumption. 

Social System: 

The social system is feudal and patriarchal. The girl children and women are looked down and are denied of many of the basic human rights. Education and personal development aspects are totally neglected. While the men tend to job-activities, women also participate in economic activities or tend to household duties. Formal education and relevance of education in life is looked down upon as unfeasible and useless. Since the social system is still woven around old practices, blind beliefs, people still follow child marriage,
rigid customs and rituals that lack, often, humanity in them; deny opportunities of space to women;
facilitate in the process of creating divisions etc. The political and bureaucratic arena is filled up
mostly with men and upper caste people. As these people carry the values that were prevalent in their
back home situation they tend to uphold and encourage the same values in the administration. 

Other social evils like alcoholism, gambling, man's earnings going for these activities rather than his
family needs are disturbing the society. Besides, the politicians who are interested only in dividing people
for their own benefits are authorizing the inhuman social practices. So all these issues are interconnected. 

2.The economic impact of drought conditions in the area on the agriculture sector?

Though the district is declared as a drought-prone, there are some patches of irrigated land scattered
within the district. But again there are divisions in the ownership of these fertile lands among the various
communities depending on caste and class. Most of the marginalised people do not own land and/or
agricultural labourers in the land owned by upper caste and class people. Some marginalised farmers who
own the land do not profit much from the output owing to drought conditions and high cost of inputs with low returns. The helplessness of farmers due to crop loss and without alternative for survival as well as to
repay the loan taken to invest on the agriculture is getting manifested in the form of farmer's suicide
which is very high in the District. Govt. is implementing watershed programs for these small and
marginalised farmers and long-term results are yet to be seen. The main agricultural produces grown from
rain fed dry lands are jawar, maize, dhal, sun flower, ground nut etc. The primary staple food is jawar and
dhal. The introduction of hybrid seeds, chemical fertilizer and pesticides has taken away the indigenous knowledge and sustainable nature of agriculture. Due to excessive use of chemical fertilizer the land has lost its virginity and fertility. The hybrid seeds that are given to the farmers are often of low quality and do
not resist pests and diseases. Hence there the ratio of input and the output is highly uneconomical. 

The traditional artisan work and the cottage industry have almost vanished with the replacement of products from the industry. The weavers, potters, the blacksmiths, carpenters and other artisans are without
much of work. They are not skilled to do any other work, as they were dependent upon the family based
occupations.  

Expect for sugar factory and other small-scale industries the District is very backward industrially.
In spite of the Government’s incentives to the potential industrialists to open up their units in the
Districts, they are not interested mainly due to the non-availability of skilled labour, scarcity of water
and electricity, high humidity, poor road and transport conditions. 

3. The effort from the Government to impart educational schemes aimed at improving literacy levels
in the area? 
There are significant efforts by the State Government to improve the level of education and literacy. All
the villages in the State including that of Bidar District were provided with primary schools within the
radius of one kilo meter. There are many schemes to improve the quality of education and the enrolment of
children to schools. The steps taken by the state include: 

Introduction of DPEP (District Primary Education Programme – with the support of the World Bank). Under the scheme, the teachers are given special training to bring in innovation in teaching – mainly learning through activities. Massive public awareness and micro planning at the village level is implemented. All the children of the age of school enrolment (5 years 10 months) were identified and the parents were motivated to send them to schools. The school drop out children were also identified and encouraged to go back to schools. In addition, the Depart of Women and Children
supports a residential bridge education programme for the duration of 6 months to prepare the school drop
out children and mainstream them with back to school programme. The Government of Karnataka has declared their interest to invest 600 million rupees to eradicate a system of child labour in 6 years. The
Labour Department is involved to identify children working in hazardous sector and release and
rehabilitate them.  


Community’s Involvement: The school development and monitoring committee (SDMC) has been set up under the individual schools. The committee is formed involving the parents, the grass-root community level organisation representatives, the local NGO representatives, the retired teachers and educationist. A parent representative heads the committee. The SDMC has more of direct involvement of the community, especially the parents and authorized to draw community resources to improve the conditions in the schools. 

The adult Education Department implemented a scheme called `Adult Education’. This was intended to
eradicate illiteracy by imparting literacy to all the illiterate persons. The grass-root volunteers were involved in the programme. But the impact was not very impressive as most of the volunteers who were involved in the programme were with an aspiration that they would some how be inducted into a Government job after putting in their services as volunteers. They worked mainly to please their bosses rather than covering all the illiterates with literacy programme. In addition, the motivation level of the adult illiterates was also very low as they did not see much of the meaning in becoming literates, their day long hard field work was also contributing to the lack of interest. 

4. Instance of land right reform issues facing various communities in the district? 

Historically, the land ownership originated with the King/Ruler allotting vast area of the land to the
local ruler in return for the tax to be paid by him to the king. The local ruler was from the upper caste
community. The tillers had no right over the land and they worked mainly for the food (often a crop-share).
During the emergency, the land rights reforms was enacted and declared the tiller as the owner. Though
it had a great impact in providing the right over the land to the tiller, there were many instances where
the justice was not done mainly due to the strong hold of the upper caste and aristocracy in the dispense of
justice (the committee formed for the purpose). One of the greatest impacts by this act and the rule was in
the elimination of absentee ownership practices. It was not very effective in the instances where the
landlord was based in the same place.  


The second instance of land rights provisions is in
the scheme of distribution of vacant and Government land to the landless labourers and scheduled caste
free of cost. As there are no more such lands available, the scheme was extended to buy the land
from the willing landowners at the Government cost and distributing them to the scheduled caste landless
labourers. This scheme was to some extent provided the land to the landless and SCs. But one of the main
drawbacks is that the land distributed is so small (two acres – less than one hectare) that it is neither
sufficient nor fertile to get enough returns to meet the basic needs. The second draw back is that the land
offered by the landlords to sell it to the Government for distribution was of very low quality, which they
themselves did not want to keep. 

5. The state and number of government run schools in the area? 
In almost all the villages there is at least one primary level (up to 4th class) school opened by the Government, within the radius of one kilo meter from the village. But the quality of the school both in
terms of physical infrastructure and teaching is very poor. The general condition can be seen in the following observations: 

Single room school, with single teacher to manage multiple classes.  No play grounds. Even if there is a playground, there are no play materials.  The meager annual funds of Rs.2000/- to a lower primary school, Rs.5000 to an upper primary school and Rs.10, 000/- for high school is not enough to meet the multiple needs of children in the school.  The toilets and water facilities can hardly been seen. This offsets especially girl children to get dropped from schooling after attaining puberty, or even much earlier.  The high schools (8th to 10th standard) are located in a far off place, sometimes 10 to 15 kilometers. Free and an highly subsidized bus passes are provided for students to encourage their studies. But there are many places where there are no busses and no proper roads. The schools are quite ill equipped with no teaching aids, scientific lab materials, etc. and the teaching method is monotonous mostly with rout learning system. The Bidar District is unattractive for good teachers from other Districts as the life here is quite harsh with adverse weather conditions, dust, humidity, and non-availability of basic amenities. The local teachers who have gone through very low standard of education are the only available option. This keeps perpetuating the low-key priority for good and quality education. 
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