Bonded Labour Report

   As per the earlier survey (two months back) the total number of Irula bonded labor families residing in Pallavakkam village was 213 families. Presently, however, 70 families have temporarily moved to nearby towns for seasonal work, but their houses still exist in the village. These 70 families comprise of 156 children below fifteen years of age and 148 men and women. The remaining 143 families in Pallavakkam village have 212 children below fifteen yrs of age.

Children details:

	S.No
	Details
	No of children
	Category

	1
	Government school children
	73
	From Ist Standard to Xth Standard

	2
	Hostel
	10
	The children were enrolled in the government school wit the hostel facility..

	3
	Government Balwadi
	79
	Children below the age of 5 will be taken care in the balwadi and nutrition program is provided for them.

	4.
	EGS Scheme
	50
	In the education Guarantee scheme we have 50 children  without nutrition program.


Asha bonded labor school:

The Asha bonded labor school ran with an average of around 76 children till the month of November 2006. The nutrition program consisted of milk gruel in the morning, rice for lunch and boiled grams in the evening. The government has now come forward to take care of the children in the Asha bonded labor school.

In the month of December 2006 a government Balwadi was started in the village for the children below age 5. Nearly, 79 children have been enrolled in the Balwadi. The nutrition program is also carried out for the children in Balwadi. The Balwadi is presently running in the same shed constructed temporarily for the Asha bonded labor school,

During the same month (December 2006) the children between the ages of five and ten were covered under the EGS (Education Guarantee Scheme). Through this scheme the government provides support for one teacher. The teacher is selected from the same village. The name of the present teacher is Selvi and she has completed her Xth Standard. 

Total enrollment of children in the EGS is 50 children of the age group 5 to 10 years. But, nutrition program is not covered in the EGS. The EGS is running in the thatch shed constructed for the temple.

The total number of population in the village is 565 in the surveyed 143 families.

The construction of school:

The Government has allotted land for the construction of the school. The Thasildar has given permission to construct the school. The construction of a school in the village is a very essential requirement. At present the government elementary school for the Standard Ist to Vth is located 2 Km away from the village. The government school from VIth Standard to XII th Standard is located in the Bazaar i.e., the nearer town which is further far away from the elementary school. There have been certain incidents where the children met with the accidents because of the vehicles and roaming animals like cows.

The parents hesitate to send the children to the school because of the risks involved.
The school construction was initiated and progressed till the sunshade level for the windows and the centering work to provide roofing has been taken up. The school building is will have 488.25sq.ft built up area with two study halls. 

Shelter:

The housing in Pallavakkam bonded labor village was started by First week of August 2006.The housing is for the 70 rehabilitated bonded labor families. The government will be bearing an amount of 32000 Rs. and the balance amount of Rs. 30000 will be borne by Action Aid International. The government is supplying the Cement and Iron Rods for the construction while other materials like sand, Jalli, Bricks etc are purchased from the suppliers. The masons are hired from outside the village and the community contributes labor for cash of Rs. 15 and one Kg of Rice for a day.

3 houses-Roofing completed

14 houses –till the roofing stage.

51 houses –raised till the lintel level

2 houses –raised till the window level.

Construction site in S.K Nagar(Bonded Labour village)

[image: image5.jpg]


              [image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]



Different angles of the construction in progress
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The general improvement in the village is as follows,

· The government recognized the need for water facility and decided to construct a small pond in the Uradi, which is very near to the village with the purpose of  availing  water even during summer . The work is in a progressive stage. The total Irula settlement in the village will get water facility from the pond.
· The first round of verification for land patta and ration Card was completed  for the seventy families. 
· The second batch of released families (55) have submitted petition for obtaining the ration card and rehabilitation package from the government.
· The initial  direct enquiry was done for the second batch through the R.D.O office for issuing the ration Card.
· The number of   settlement in the village has now increased to 217 families. In the Month of January 2007   a meeting   held in the R.D.O office were the authorities assured to issue the rehabilitation package for the remaining released bonded labor of the village.
Q & A (- Sanjeev)
The children enrolled in the balwadi + EGS scheme > 76? Some clarification needed about what the children were doing before Nov.

        The number of children enrolled in the government balwadi and the EGS scheme are given above but the number of students attending the classes regularly varies due to the fluctuation in the population. As the number of families moving out and in for their livelihood activities varies and it is quite impossible to give the exact figure at a given time. The average number of children attending the balwadi  till November was 76.

How many rounds of verification are there for the ration card?

            There are two rounds of verification for issuing ration card. In the last week the issue of ration Card for the 70 families have been started. 

Is there a plan to cover these children though our own meal plan or is this not necessary?

We are also of the opinion that the nutrition program should be given to the children covered under EGS. But it is dependent on availability of the funds for the purpose.

