
Virtual site visits 
We have been in regular touch with REWARD trust throughout the pandemic, the most recent 

conversation was on May 3, 2021.   This visit report captures some of those conversations. 

May 3, 2021 

Melli Annamalai (Asha Boston), Mamta Naidu (Asha UFlorida) 
We wanted to catch up with Sridhar and Kalavathi on the situation there given the COVID second wave 

in India.  Many REWARD teachers had been running schools in open areas (in their backyard, terrace, 

local community space, and so on), ensuring social distancing.   Some photos are here. 

In addition to these schools, Sridhar and Kalavathi had been running many teacher activities and student 

activities in their home in the village of Irumbilacheri.  This home has been built as a retirement home 

for Sridhar and Kalavathi, with the specific intent of also being a community space for teacher training, 

classes for children, and other education related activities. 

All activities had come to a stop with the COVID second wave.   Sridhar has gone back to interacting with 

teachers solely on WhatsApp.   He poses Maths and Science questions and discuss the answers.  These 

activities (like in-person teacher training activities) have had a tremendous impact on improving the 

capabilities of the teachers.   Never an idle moment for REWARD Trust!  When schools cannot be held, 

they re-double their focus on teacher enablement. 

Kalavathi, like educators everywhere, shared her concern at the setbacks education has received in this 

year of COVID.   “We have to work very, very hard when things are back to normal,” she said. 

 

Teacher Training activities 

February 28, 2021 

Melli (Boston), Mamta (UFlorida), Mouna (Arizona), Lalitha (Danbury), Subashree and 

others on the REWARD WhatsApp group 
Sridhar gave us a peek into some of the teacher training activities in their home. 

https://asha4education.smugmug.com/REWARD/CovidMiniSchools


 



December 3, 2020 

Melli (Boston), Mamta (UFlorida), Mouna (Arizona), Lalitha (Danbury), Subashree and 

others on the REWARD WhatsApp group 
Success story: Before the closure, in one of their in-home activities one of their former students, 

Vivekanandan, son of a milk maid, had completed his diploma in engineering and worked in Gujarat, MP, 

AP, UP, Odisha, TN, Oman, Dubai, Malaysia and now works for GE in South Africa rebuilding the turbine 

of the oldest reactor.   He contributes Rs. 40k every year to REWARD Trust.   Such stories are very 

heartening.   

 

Vivekanandan interacting with students at Sridhar and Kalavathi’s home 


