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Door Step School ’s first School on Wheels in Mumbai was started in 1998. The bus that played this role was replaced as per RTO rules this August. 

On August 28, 06, a new School on Wheels was inaugurated at the Y B Chauhan Centre. The guests of Honour at the inaugural function were Mr Akira Iwanade, the Chief Consul will be representing the Consulate of Japan and Mr Murli Deora, Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas, Government of India. 

Total Number of benefited from  the School On Wheels 

(2005-2006)

	Type of class
	Location
	Boys 
	Girls 
	Total 

	Non Formal Education Class

(2 units – 55 children)
	Crawford Market
	14
	15
	29

	
	Fashion 

Street
	14
	15
	29

	Study Classes

(3 units – 77 children)


	Fashion Street
	13
	11
	24

	
	Cross Maidan
	14
	8
	22

	
	Mantralaya
	20
	14
	34

	School Bus Service
	
	89
	68
	157

	                         Total
	164
	131
	295


In June 06, 27 boys and 11 girls  from the NFE classes on the School on Wheels were enrolled in the municipal school. At the start of the school year, all the school going children  were given uniforms and other schooling essentials. 

After  the Diwali vacation  it was found  that 19 had discontinued  but with constant counseling  of the parents and the children 5 of them returned to school. 

The last follow up of the year  of the children who were attending the Municipal school shows that out of the 38 who were enrolled only 23 continue to attend.

For the students of the non formal education classes the coordinator  put to use some of the strategies he had earlier tried out with similar groups of children. One such strategy was  what he refers to as the 100 days project.  A very conscious effort is made as part of this project to have the children in class learn all the letters of the Hindi Alphabet and numbers from 1-100. The children who attend regularly, that is about of  a third of them, do pick up quite fast but once again  the ones who attend less than 50 % of the time  continue to lag behind.

Though a prize for best attendance in class was introduced the irregularities continued. It is not always the child’s level of interest that affects their attendance in class. There are many factors involved here.  This year one of the factors that affected the children’s attendance in class was the BMC drive against unauthorized squatters. Parents used to insist that the children stay at home while they themselves were out at work. If the BMC van came around then someone should be “at  home” to salvage what they could from being taken off.  This hindered the attendance of the school going children as well and emerged as on of the major reasons for irregularity at a parent meeting called by the school in February. 

The children who attended the classes on the School on Wheels   also benefited from a variety of other inputs, including health and awareness related ones. 

In late August - early September, arrangements were made with the Pediatric  OPD  of the G T Hospital  for a check up and treatment. The children were also shown their way around and oriented to the procedures of registering.  Thirty five children took advantage of this. The Team attending to the children formed a good rapport with them and the children who needed to go back for treatment were very comfortable about it.

The 2 educational visits organized for these children were

1) on August 15, 06 to the Nehru Planetarium- a first for all the children in this group of 28 . 

2) On October 24, 06  a group of 26 children had a relaxing time at  the Mazgaon gardens

3) On February 15, 07, 62 children visited the Traffic Park. The park comes under the jurisdiction of the Regional Traffic Authorities can be accessed only with their permission. A visit to this park is very enjoyable for the kids as they get to drive around in toy cars. They are also given an orientation to traffic rules, including those that apply to the pedestrian. 

4) Taking advantage of the audio visual presentation and exhibition, Bombay Bonanza at the Chhatrapati Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya a visit for first arranged for the teachers of the community based classes  and then for a group of 25 children from the class  at Mantralaya. The exhibition was a sort of pictorial history  of the city,  and a shocking revelation for many as where one expected to see built up areas e.g.  the Churchgate station and its  surroundings, what one saw was the Arabian Sea. They also visited an exhibition of old coins in the adjacent room.  The next day their teacher brought them some old “nani”s which she had at home to show the children and let them handle the coins which the children did with great awe.

To mark International Literacy Day  on September 8th, the children took part in a rally that wove its way through the communities creating awareness of the need for education and encouraging parents to put their children in school. Besides the slogan calling usually  associated with such rallies  they stopped  at predetermined points along their route  and performed  street plays. 

In October,  the children  got the opportunity  to be a part of the live audience for the finals of Little Champ, a very popular children’s  musical program on Zee TV. It was a very novel experience for them but as it stretched out for too long the children got rather restless towards the end.

On Children’s day celebrated on November 14 to mark the birth 

anniversary of Jawaharlal Nehru,  a puppet show had been organized  at the Colaba woods. This was attended by 33 children from the School On Wheels. 

Door Step School’s  Annual Sports Day on December 20,06 was attended by 20  children from the School on Wheels, 4 of whom carried away prizes.   

In February, a one day drawing workshop was conducted for the children at Crawford Market. They were encouraged to express themselves through their drawings were shown simple ways of depicting what was around them. 

On February 17, the children attended a funfair organized in the community jointly by the members of the Bal Samuha and the students of College of Social Work  placed with Door Step School for field work. About 650 children from Door Step School’s non formal education  and study classes enjoyed the games. Out of the 8 different games  that were being played, each participant could choose 6. All the children were given refreshments  after the finished with the games and left for home.

A science exhibition organized for all classes of Door Step School on March 9 was a highlight during this quarter. The teacher had prepared the experiments being demonstrated with the children from their classes (both Non Formal Education and study classes) and it explained by a team of students who had been  trained  by the teacher.  The experiments covered a gamut of simple science concepts like magnets, physical and chemical change, density, etc. The children from the School on Wheels  demonstrated what is transparent and opaque. 

On March 21 and 22, a Bal Jatra was organized at the CPRA garden. IT was a fun way of observing the students of the non formal education  classes demonstrate their literacy and numeracy skills and recording that as the end of year performance. Only 12 children from the School on Wheels  came for the Bal Jatra, once again because of the fear of the round ups. 

Parents’ Meetings

Parents meetings were held at regular intervals at all the locations, with 8 -9 parents attending every time with some coaxing. 


The meetings that evoked that a good  response were those where the agenda included the BMC rounds. This year, stringent measures have been introduced for removing unauthorized squatters from the pavement and also rounding up beggars. The children were also picked up in these rounds.  The Door Step School  team helped the parents make contact with their children who were taken to the Remand home.  The Door Step School  team took this opportunity to emphasise the role of parents in caring for their children.  

We  gave the necessary documentation to prove that these children were part of our classes, and that  some were also attending Municipals Schools. This facilitated the release  of some of the children from the Remand home on the grounds  that missing school would hinder their ability to cope with their school work. 

Another meeting that brought 42 parents together was a meeting on February 22 arranged at the Bora Bazaar school for the parents of the street children who Door Step School had enrolled here. 

The meeting was called by the School’s headmistress in collaboration with the Door Step School team, as the parents always respond better when Door Step School invites them.  The main purpose of this meeting was to emphasize  the need for regular attendance in school and to encourage the parents to make sure that the children came for all the exams. The response from the parents on that day was overwhelming and the classroom that that the meeting was held in proved too small.  The parents were very vociferous and all wanted to have their say. It seemed like a rather vicious circle with  the parents putting the blame on the children and vice versa. One or 2 parents had to be asked to leave the room. The current eviction drive due to which their “homes” were frequently raided was one of the causes for their agitation and every time the term BMC was brought up the would get angry. It is the same government authority that runs the school their children attend who is responsible for breaking their homes. This issue though could not be addressed through the meeting.

The school had also arranged for the audiovisual equipment to screen  2 episodes from the popular animation  series,  Meena that advocates gender equality ad especially education for the girl child. 

Training for Staff

Adding to the ongoing training inputs given to the teaching staff of the organization, we are always on the look out to offer them the services of experts in the field.  Three very interesting training opportunities were offered to our teachers in this quarter. 

A set of educational games and toys was put together in consultation with Mr. Devendra Desai of Toy Foundation.  One such set was provided for each centre. He then took a training session  on October 31st with our staff on the various ways they can be used  and what can be achieved through their use.

Mr. Arun Mavalankar of the Homi Bhabha Centre for Science Education  who has been training our teachers took a workshop on  “Word Problems” in Math on November 25th. 

A workshop was organized for the teachers at the  Homi Bhabha Centre for Science Education   on December 13th.  A visit  to the centre was organized about 4 years ago and was very educative for the teachers. It caused them to ask questions and to look beyond the method at experiments they took with the children. It was on a request from them that this workshop  was organized once again.  The content of this workshop was related to the content of the Std. II & IV syllabus. The inputs given to them and the experiments they got to observe there will enhance their capacity to take similar activities with  their classes and to prepare their children for the Science Exhibition that is scheduled for February 28th. 

It began with a 2 day training  in January with a resource person  invited to take the training on  best practices in a classroom. This was attended by all the coordinators involved and a third day was devoted solely to the coordinators and the impact they can make in the class room.  

Coordinators also joined the teachers in this training and had an additional day with the trainer. The focus of that day was on the coordinators role in promoting effective classroom intervention. 

This was followed up by a 2 day study tour  to Pune for the teachers included a visit to  the Aksharnandan school with whom the above mentioned resource person is involved, Khelghar- a community based initiative, a study class project I the community at Kasarwadi supported by Forbes Marshal and Door Step School own projects in Pune. 

 Another visit the teachers benefited from was a visit to a formal school in Goregaon, the Dosibai Jeejibbai Prathmik Shala, that has incorporated some effective teaching practices. They have an annual “dukan” day where children set up shop and transact business as one would in a market.  After participating in the event the children were encouraged to write about the experience. The teachers found this a very innovative idea and plan to incorporate it in the next academic year.

     School Bus Service

 

Most of the children using the bus service were from 5 communities that Door Step School  runs its educational programmes in. Twenty of them approached the Door Step School  team in the Colaba Municipal School directly inquiring about the bus service. 

The fee for the service was waived  for twenty five  children whose families were facing severe financial constraints.  Another 2 children were given a fifty percent concession on the fees.  So far 45%, i.e. Rs. 36945 of the expected fee for the year has been received. 
    Standard
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