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About Rural Development Trust

Rural Development Trust – (RDT) runs a group of makeshift schools around the construction corridor in Chennai for the children of migrant laborers from Andhra Pradesh and Orissa. Asha Seattle has supported this project since its inception in June 2005.

The area between Chennai and Mahabalipuram is dotted with many IT companies and real estate development projects. Behind all those huge buildings is the work of the construction workers. There is a huge demand for low priced labor and the laborers from Andhra Pradesh and Orissa are more than willing to satisfy the demand due to poor conditions and no means of livelihood in their home towns. Many of these families live in sheds provided by the construction companies near the sites. Their living conditions are poor and the children are left behind when the parents go to work. These children are not taken into the local government schools because they know only Telugu and not Tamil. Also, they don’t have Tamilnadu based nativity or residency certificates or ration card that will make them eligible to free schooling in the state.
RDT is set up to help these children. The school aims to wean children away from construction labor jobs and juvenile delinquency by providing them with formal education opportunities. To this end, it serves as a bridge school, enabling children to study through classes 1-8 in Tamilnadu, eventually helping them to continue their education in Telugu schools once their parents return to Andhra Pradesh. 

Site Visit Details
· I requested that going forward RDT track the number of students who are enrolling back in Public schools of either Andhra Pradesh or Tamil Nadu.
· Also 125 students got SSA [Sarva Shishka Abhiyan] certificate this year. This certificate will help them continue studies in future.

· Lot of construction is still happening in the area keeping the flow of migrant workers high and need for RDT schools intact. Construction is happening for IT companies, Apartments and Engineering Colleges
· SSA is taking an active role and helping the RDT schools by proving food for children in 4 schools and salaries of 4 teachers

· SSA also actively visiting schools once a month to make sure the schools are functioning properly

· Last years flooding in Chennai impacted the families as construction was paused and their livelihood impacted, also their homes were damaged. Since last Nov the families have picked up the pieces and they looked like they are getting back on their feet
· The current demonetization drive has impacted the migrant families as they don’t have any bank accounts. On top of not having bank accounts they don’t have PAN card, Aadhar card, Ratio Card, Address proof etc to open an account. Lot of migrant families have gone back to their native villages to get their Aadhar card and open bank accounts. Because of this there was lower attendance in the classrooms generally. Mr Elumalai expects the students who have gone to their villages to return back by Jan 2017 at the latest.
· One nice case study is that Mr Rajesh who was a student of RDT went on to complete B.Comm in Andhra Pradesh and returned back to RDT schools to become one of the teachers

· Because of the RTE act, Tamil nadu schools are also enrolling the migrant children, this is great news for the community. But since the children don’t speak tamil yet they are not willing to join the schools and prefer the RDT schools. 
· Some schools like the one in Chemanchery tope the government has donated 2 classrooms to run. The classrooms are very clean and provide a conducive environment for education.

· In the construction sites, the construction companies have provided area for schools and electricity. The space is a temporary shed and not upto par to the classrooms donated by the government 
· Bathrooms in schools were adequate

· Sadly the schools now don’t have much space to play

· I noticed several art projects and paintings in all the schools

· I asked several math questions and the students seemed proficient
· The children in all the schools seem happy and motivated
Photos and Videos

https://goo.gl/photos/QeKWKZ1eqLvdfKqj7
Selected Photos

Janaki a 5th class student with her drawings
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5th Class students practicing English
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NewsPapers
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Students reciting rhymes 

https://goo.gl/photos/5jthyu2d27eNFZ6s5
https://goo.gl/photos/RE4jhkShq7QPp3Jm6
https://goo.gl/photos/hjUpTc3MkWSrr1uF8
https://goo.gl/photos/C1ar2bw8a4N6cLcB8
Project works
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One School
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Day Care Center
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Areas where help is required
For skill development if we provide Computer education and skill training like plumbing it will make a big difference in the wages the students can make make when they go for employment. With computer education they can be employed as assistant accountants etc and plumping will provide them with around Rs 800 instead of Rs 300.
News

In the year 2015 London School of Economics and Political Science conducted a research work on migrant population and their status. This research was completed with the support and cooperation of Rural Development Trust. The above research work was conducted in all places of RDT work area in which the migrant populations were actively participated. Then the work was completed and official report was published by above Institute over the work. I hereby send you the report to your kind information and reference. You do also avail the report in under mentioned link…………Briefing Note (six pages) http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/64169/
Full report (30 MB) available at http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/65861/ OR http://r4d.dfid.gov.uk/Project/61261/Default.aspx
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/65861/1/Urbanisation-Construction-Migration-Nexus_Final-Report-5.pdf
