EMAIL FROM Vikram Asrani  on 10th March 2005

Last Wednesday, I met up with Madhavi and Sajjid from ABHAS. We first spoke

about the projects ABHAS has been involved in as well as about the TEACH 

project. This was essentially about going over the data provided in the 

proposal and adding additional context for many of the points. 

After that, we went to see the Janani project. ABHAS had been given some area

in a muncipal office which was not in use, in Kotla. Earlier they had been

using a very small rental space at I think Rs 6000 pm and had no incoming funds

to support this. There were lots of very young children in the school at the

time. All the children must have been pre-school age, and not children who

could speak. Madhavi informed me that these children were the children of the

Gujjars (the local community) who were being trained. The Gujajrs were

reluctant to allow sending their wives and kids out of the house. They were

primarily working in the area as domestic aids. In addition to the pre-school

kids, there was also a beauty parlour course which was being taught to

adolescent girls.  The course had been started roughly 6 months ago. There were

around 20-30 girls in the room. I spoke to some of them and they mentioned that

they planned to start beauty parlours after completing the course.    

From there, we went to Kachhi colony in Tughlakabad. We went by car as it is

very difficult to find public transportation to this place. As mentioned in the

proposal, this place is far and is not easy to access. There isn't a proper

road leading upto this colony. It is a complete slum area, immersed in poverty.

This area was littered with trash, had no clean sanitation facities. Water used

to be collected in a tank and was apparently sold for a price (I saw the tank

and the pipes). Even for drinking water, they had go and get it filled

somewhere else. I took some photographs of the area which we visited. The

people do live in brick houses though I don't think they own the place. The

place is owned by landlords who stay in the vicinity, just outside the colony,

and whose children go to local schools. I doubt if there was anything that could

be done during an emergency.  

We first went to the library which was being run by ABHAS. There was a small

room in a relatively clean area in the colony, where there were books kept. The

kids were allowed to come in and take books for 7 days.  They also came in

there and were taught by the lady managing the place.  The kids were also

provided some schooling in a room in the vicinity.  In the morning, there was a

session for girls and in the afternoon there was a session for boys. Students

of all classes attended at the same time. I have some photographs of this too.

I spoke to the teacher and he told me his schedule of teaching. He was working

there part time as well as studying. He was a fairly young guy, probably in

his late 20s or early 30s. I also spoke to the girls who were studying there. 

They recited some poems and also told me what they studied. From what it seemed,

they definitely enjoyed coming here. Their parents were working stiching 

blankets for the local industry outside. These blankets were sold via a middle

man, who used to eat away a large chunk of the money they got. 

The ABHAS folks were trying to provide these kids basic education

(math/english) for the kids. This is the area in which they want to set up

TEACH to train adolescent girls. The children being trained right now were

probably younger than 12. Madhavi mentioned that the response they had received 

by setting up the library was tremendous and quite heart warming. They also

showed me the possible candidate places to set up the center for training. 

After this we went to the Sarva Siksha Abhiyan project. There was a school area

in the vicinity though it could hardly be described as a school. No toilets, no

water, no electricity, no desks. The government provided a salary only for the

teachers (Rs 1500 pm). I spoke to the teachers and the kids at the school. ABHAS

had one person managing everything to ensure that the school was functional and

running properly.  

That was about the site visit. All kids in Kacchi colony seemed to be greeting

Madhavi. They all seemed to recognize her well. My impression was that the

money would definitely benefit the locals. They don't have any facilities

available to them and anything (belive virtually any facility) would be very

beneficial to them. Looking at all the work which ABHAS was doing, did seem to

indicate that they were committed.  Sajjid and Madhavi seemed to be working

without any pay while the rest of the people who were working for ABHAS were

all paid through the funds. Madhavi had a working husband. I was a bit

surprised to see that Sajjid was working full time on this project without

earning a living. Both are social workers and have degrees. 

Thats about it for the site visit. Feel free to email me/call if you have any

questions.   

Vikram

