Report of all our balwadis visited once or more over the past several months culminating in April ‘09

Dear Friends and Fellow volunteers,
I had made a visit to all the 6 ICDS controlled Balwadis , that we are associated with and another set of  about 3 Balwadis that we had planned to pay our attention, even as far back as in 2004, after relinquishing my stewardship of this project First Step in the second half of 2007, as a casual observer.
The 6 numbers regd., are 1054, 1057 located at Ekaambaram pillai Street, abutting (on the southern side )the last resting place for humans, in Mylapore, 1078 located at Besant Nagar on the Bay of Bengal front in OORUR Olcott Kuppam , the sands of these areas trodden by the world renowned Mahathma Gandhi and the great philosopher JK, 1063, 165 and 1066 situated at near Santhome high road in the proximity of the 2000 year old Basilica of St.Thomas, again on the sea front near the light house, in the eastern Mylapore.
Our fist venture rather an adventure during the days of its rehabilitation was at 1078 Besant Nagar, in the year 2001. We had plans to make it a role model for all the balwadis in our sub continent, not minding the audaciously ambitious scale involving an unstinted no holds barred approach including the daring the might of the powers that be and the community with vested interests, thus making an utopian dream a reality.  We had succeeded largely, in seeing through our schemes, save in the area of community involvement. Except for a few items like play pen items and certain beautifying features, the general infrastructure is not found wanting. The children numbering about 65, here seem to be a cut above their counterparts elsewhere (Specifically where we are paying our attention). Overall, asha can be proud of taking this as an experimental measure, and the experiment has proved to be a monumental success, of course with enough space still for moving forward with lots of actionable improvements. At the outset I reiterate the facts that with a Tamil Quote “KANAVUGAL MEYPPADUGINRANA( Dreams become reality).
 The Units with the numbers 1063, 1065 and 1066 are housed in Slum clearance board tenements. We had taken these up for renovation after the unforgettable TSUNAMI that struck the oriental shores with devastating fury. It was indeed a miracle how the structures did not collapse during that fateful last week of 2004. For the great waves that were lashing, it could have been a child’s play of blowing of arranged play cards in a domino game. We had taken the rehabilitation in right earnest as a challenge. Somehow we had inculcated certain standards in the lives of the children that went through these units during these last 4 years, by virtue of the provision of basic amenities and the educational kits, together with the availability of asha teachers in these centres. These units are awaiting their demolition as the governments are having plans to reconstruct the whole area in the wake of Tsunami rehabilitation. Hence, for the present the arrangements would suffice, for 95-0dd number of children.
Largely the children seem to be better behaved and are adjustable. Over a period, the generations would definitely reveal a positive impact on our association.
The Aanganwaadis at 1054 & 1057 are in a way special considering the surrounding society and the none too habitable proximity(area). If in spite of these adverse conditions, if the balwadis function, it is really an appreciable factor. The slum kids and urchins of the area, play real havoc with the units’ infrastructure repeatedly warranting a continual attention from all concerned to keep the conditions in these units at the optimum functional level.
The children numbering about 75, here have developed certain admirable habits that would go a long way in shaping their future. This is a major plus point despite all the other overlookable flaws.
The teachers provided by Asha play a major role in the development, compared to the supercilious behaviour of ICDS teachers and of course the project officers. The lowly ranked ICDS ayahs exhibit a better sense of involvement. We need to provide more play amenities and certain educational equipments.
 The Balwadis at Shanmugapuram in the vicinity of the Famous Mundagakkaniamman Temple near loganathan colony of eastern mylapore, numbered 1068, 1069 and 1086 in the same zone 11 of ICDS as the other mylapore units, are located in a very spacious recently constructed structure where also primary school of upto 5th standard functions.
Originally these three balwadis functioned in a concrete structure within the same compound without any electrical energy facility and a none too tolerable atmosphere. We had helped in providing the required in the year 2005. The new structure with spacious rooms has accommodated only two units leaving the unit 1086 to function in one of the old structures.
One of the old structures is used for storing fuel material-firewood. The unit 1086
Had no electrical energy as the wires were snapped; why no thought was given to have connection from the school premises is a conundrum! The units functioning in the new structure have each a space of about 600+sq.ft, with a big hall and two rooms one each for kitchen and store room. Unfortunately and without any understanding, they have allowed a kitchen cum store for the school in a new room of the same size, instead of utilizing the old structure for the same purpose. At this new room the number 1086 can be located.
All the balwadis here lack cupboards and toys and various educational materials. We can also improve by establishing playpen materials. The old structure can be converted into a library to the betterment of the society living in this area. The total number of balwadi children is 65 more than the strength of the primary school in the same compound. The undersigned could reestablish the much-needed electrical connection to the one in need. the serving personnel heaving a sigh of relief.
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