Date of Visit:- 31st March 2008 

Volunteers   :- Sachal 

School 1 :- Kuppamnal chathiram


1. Asha teachers were absent at the School. One of the teachers had to take the leave owing to the death of her father in law. Other teacher was sent to some other school by Srinivasan, but at the School it was informed that she had taken the sick leave.
2. All the materials provided by ASHA were present there, I did not find any thing usual. In fact at the time of visit, ABL material was being used.  

3. The school was very organized and even the students were good. They were able to answer the Maths questions.

4. I also visited the Balwadi, in front of the School. The balwadi did not look quite organized. It looked like as if they were not using the materials provided by ASHA at all. Even very few kids (approx 20) were present at the time of visit. 

The school demanded some assistance in terms of stationeries. They also want something to be done for kitchen as it does not have very good ventilation, and water tank (drinking) as it does not have very good water let out. 

School 2 :- kannagavailipuram

1. Asha teacher along with government teachers was present at the time of the visit.  I did not find anything usual with respect to the materials given by ASHA. All materials were present there.  
2. The school was very organized, but the student’s caliber was not very good. They were having some problem in simple mathematics problem.  

3. According to HM of the School the total strength of the school was 40, but according to Srinivasan it was 25 only.  

They want help in terms of compound wall of the school, as number of cattle pass through that area daily.  
 School 3 :- Nemiliagaram

1. Asha teacher along with government teachers was present at the time of the visit.  I did not find anything usual with respect to the materials given by ASHA. All materials were present there.  

2. The school was very organized, but the student’s caliber was not very good. They were having some problem in simple mathematics problem.  

School 4 :- Pattaraiperamdudur- (we Visited after lunch time )
1. Asha teacher was absent, as she was sent for Census work, but she returned while we were starting from the school. In terms of materials provided, I did not find anything unusual. Other Asha teacher was also absent, she went to Srinivasan’s office for some office work.
2. Not quite organized, in one of the class (5th standard) all students were sitting on the floor. 
3. Caliber of students varied, few were not able to do even simple additions. For instance 4th class guys were not able to do simple multiplication. 

4. Balwadi was closed. Even the surrounding area was not very good, it was not very clean.

School 5 :- Pudhur 

1. The main Asha teacher was absent as she had gone for her own marriage, but asha teacher who works at Kuppamnal chathiram was covering for her.  

2. The school was very organized, but the student’s caliber was not very good. They were having some problem in simple mathematics problem.  

 School 6 :- kunnavalam
1. All 3 Asha teachers were present, at the time of visit all classes were being conducted. I did not find anything usual with respect to the materials given by ASHA. All materials were present there.  

2. One of the class was being conducted in the passage way (no mats though). It was not very organized as some construction work was going on.   

I did not find as such quite unusal during my visit to various schools. I was not able to make visit to Placepalayam and SSA Korottur. I am not quite good in judging the caliber of 1-5th class students, but I found that most of the students were not quite comfortable with simple mathematics. One reason could be it may be very awkward for them to solve the questions in front of me or because I might have selected some below average or average kids, but I still feel they need to improve towards this area. Another observation I had across all the schools, Teachers main focus is on the ABL ladder. It seems that they only teach the ABL ladders, not anything else. Having seen the ladders in the school, I believe the purpose is not just to concentrate on the Ladders but to use them to teach other basic concepts. Again, I could be very naïve here.  

