Oral Assessments at Asha Chennai
Projects (Nov 2018)

Background
At Asha Chennai we have been supporting about 85 government
schools spread across Tamilnadu. With this kind of scale we felt we
need to develop metrics to tell us how our projects are doing and
start measuring the impact we are having and fine-tune our actions
so as to improve the outcome. Towards this end we started
conducting assessments starting with one in late 2014-15.
Read about our rationale for the assessments and the learning from
the last 3 years in 2016 oral assessment report. You can also read
the 2017 oral assessment report.

Oral Assessments 2018-19
Click here to see all the photos from these assessments.
In Nov 2016 we had conducted oral assessments at 17 schools. This
expanded to cover 69 school in Nov 2017. This year we decided to
expand this to include all our projects that support government

schools and even the schools where we send just a computer
teacher once a week through the Sangamam Kanini project. The
schools where we did the assessments are as follows:
Project
Project
Project
Project
Project

Glovis Sangamam (Thiruvallur Dist) – 60 Schools.
Sangamam (Kancheepuram/Thiruvallur Dists) – 6 Schools.
Pearl (Thoothukudi Dist) – 6 Schools.
Thulasi (Viluppuram/Thiruvannamalai Dists) – 7 Schools.
Poorna Vidhya (Chennai) – 6 Schools.

Total – 85 Schools.
As described in the last year’s report, there is
a good bit of subjectiveness in the
conducting of the assessments. Therefore it
is important to ensure that the teachers
conduct the tests consistently. The teachers
at every site were trained personally by
Rajaram and Venkat. Several volunteers
including Rajaram, Venkat, Ramakrishnan,
Paripooranam, Kasturi, Sriram and
Bhuvaneswari monitored these assessments
at various projects.
Thiruvallur teachers were trained on Nov 8th
and the assessments were conducted from Nov 12th to 21st at the
Thiruvallur Schools.

Venkat went to Kayathar and Kovilpatti to train the Pearl teachers on
the 15th. The assessments were conducted there from Nov 17th to
Nov 27th. Rajaram and Bhaskar travelled to Thiruvannamalai to train
the Thulasi teachers on the 15th.

The assessments there were conducted from 17th to 23rd. At Chennai
we trained the teachers on the 21st and then the assessments were
held on the 27th and 28th. With that all the assessments were
completed.

On the whole the assessments were conducted properly at all the
schools. The processing of the data from the assessments were
handled very efficiently this year. The teachers created the excel
sheets for each school based on a template and from last year’s
student data where applicable. After the assessments were
completed, they entered the learning levels for the children. These
files were processed by our scripts and entered into the database.
All these got completed by Dec 1st, just three days after the final
assessments.

Result Analysis

We had reported last year that the performance of our schools was
significantly better than that of ASER 2016 Tamilnadu data. We
further noted that the performance of our schools has improved
over last year’s performance levels. See the graphs below that show
the comparision between the average of all our continuing school in
Nov 2018 vs. Nov 2017. The full lines are our schools this year and
the dashed lines are last year.

As you can see the performance of the schools have improved
significantly in both English and Maths for every class at every level!
The performance in Tamil has gone down. Some of this may be
because of the because of the change from Tamil medium to English
medium in several of our schools.

