GLOVIS SANGAMAM PROJECT REPORT – JUNE 2018 –
JULY 2018
Glovis Sangamam project was supporting 12 schools in the Poondi Block of
Thiruvallur Dist in the project year 2017-18. For the year 2018-19, Hyundai
Glovis agreed to enhance the support to cover 54 schools in Poondi block as
well as 6 schools in the Ellapuram block. Asha Chennai was already working
with 30 schools in Poondi block by sending computer teachers once or twice
a week and 3 schools in Ellapuram block similar to Glovis Sangamam. The
report now covers all our activities in the Poondi and Ellapuram blocks. Here
is a report of the various activities that took place during June and July 2018.
Schools Reopen
After the summer holidays the schools reopened on the 1st of June. The first
one month was focused on enrollment of new children as well as onboarding
the new children. Despite declining populations in many of these villages, the
number of students in these schools continued to increase. Here is a news
article about the enrollment efforts at Pattarai Perumbudur.

We had stopped sending regular teachers for two of the schools from last
year, the ones at Nemiliagaram and Kottaikulam. The strength at these two
schools didn’t warrant an additional teacher from Asha. We had instead
started supporting the schools at Old Thirupatchur, New Thirupatchur,
Manjakuppam, Othappai and Pondhavakkam, We reassigned our existing
teachers to these schools. Note we continue sending a computer teacher
once again a week to the schools at Nemiliagaram and Kottaikulam.
We visited the new schools during the month of June and July. Here are some
photos from these trips. The photos here show PUPS Old Thirupatchur where
we are sending a new regular teacher Tamilselvi and PUPS Ariyapakkam
where we will start sending a computer teacher.

The schools started in full swing and celebrated several functions like
Kamarajar’s Birthday and had Science and Tamil exhibitions. Here are some
photos. First shows Tamil Ilakiyamandram with computer language games at
Ramanjeri The next two show chess competitions at Kuppammal Chathiram
and Manjakuppam. The last one shows Kamarajar’s birthday function at
Sadhurangapettai.

Asha teachers also gave the children in all the schools revision worksheets
for Maths to revise the previous year’s Maths concepts before starting on the
new ones.

MOU Signing Function
On 6th July a function was organized at the V7 hotel Porur to sign the new
MOU for the continuation of the project. The MOU was signed for significantly
enhanced support to 60 schools for the next four years. Hyundai Glovis
committed to donate Rs 4.5 Crores over the next four years. The event was
attended by staff from Hyundai Glovis, volunteers from Asha Chennai and
most of the teachers and staff of the project. The MOU was signed by the MD
of Hyundai Glovis Mr. Tae Young Park and Coordinator of Asha Chennai Mr.
Rajaraman. Here are a couple of photos from the event.

Click here to see all the photos from the MOU signing function.
The event received good press coverage. It was covered by the main Hindu
as well as Hindu Downtown Annanagar edition and by 10 local area
newspapers. Here are the articles from Hindu Annanagar Downtown and
Selaiyur Times.

Click here to see an Asha news item containing all the newspaper articles.

Hiring
We are hiring teachers to fill the extra positions that have opened up due to
the extra schools being supported. We have so far hired three teacher Ms.
Nathiya at Thandalam, Ms. Bharathi at Kannigaiper / Annanagar and another
Ms. Nathiya at Katchur. Poonkodi Selvi, and Ramya our teachers at
Thandalam, Katchur and Pondhavakkam have been made computer teachers.
We still need to hire two more computer teachers to be able to serve all the
60 schools.
Teacher Evaluation Test
Every year we conduct an evaluation test for all our teachers. The test this
year was English – 40 marks, Maths – 40 marks, Science – 10 marks and
General Knowledge – 10 marks like last year. The questions test the
understanding of the teachers in all concepts that are typically covered till
class 8. The test this year was more difficult than last year. The teachers
struggled a bit but their overall performance was satisfactory and showed

progress due to the training we have been giving them. Here are some
photos of them taking the test at the Ammambakkam school.

Library Setup at the old Schools
As part of the last year budget we setup libraries at 15 schools. We hadn’t
finished purchasing all the books for these libraries by the end of the last
academic year and finished these only by the summer holidays. We held a
distribution function to distribute these books to all the 15 schools on the 13th
and 14th of June. On the 13th, Ms. Rubini from Hyundai Glovis was also able to
join us. Here are a couple of photos from the event.

Click here to see all the photos from the distribution event.
Materials for Schools
When we distributed library books to the schools we also distributed laptops
and inverters to the schools. In early August we also distributed Maths kits
(from Kits and Concepts and Jodo Gyan) to all the new schools. Here we can
see our teacher giving the kits to the HM at New Thirupatchur and the
children at Old Thirupatchur using the kits.

We have also started the work towards purchasing stationery and sports
materials for all the schools.
Teacher Training
Our training classes continued during the months of June and July. There were
local training classes conducted on June 16th and July 7th. Our usual monthly
teacher meetings were held on June 30th and July 28th. Here are a couple of
photos from our June 30th meeting.

Annanagar Library
The construction of the new library building at Annanagar has been
proceeding slowly. By the end of July the building was structurally complete
and plastering was also mostly done. During the month both Rajaraman and
Rubini visited the building a couple of times. Here are photos taken during
the visits.

Click to see the photos from the construction from June and July.
Asha Office Extension
As the number of teachers is increasing we have been finding it difficult to
hold our meetings at our office. Srinivasan, the project coordinator, who owns
the building which houses our office at Kaivandur near Thiruvallur was willing
to extend the office at his own cost. Asha has extended a loan to Srinivasan
for this. This will create a room that would be big enough to hold 40 teachers
when required. Here are couple of early photos from this construction effort.

Upcoming Events
During the next two month term, we will be distributing stationery and sport
materials to all the schools. We would have also inaugurated the play areas
(slide and jungle gym) we are constructing at Gandhigram and Annanagar.
The inauguration of the library at Annanagar will be organized before the end
of September.
We will be completing the hiring of the remaining teachers and will be able to
extend our support all the 60 schools.

New version of our contents and software for the computers will be ready by
this time frame and we will install it in all the Asha and school computers.
Other initiatives like painting the blackboards at the schools will also be taken
up during this time.

