GLOVIS SANGAMAM PROJECT REPORT – OCT/NOV 2019
Glovis Sangamam project continues to support 61 schools in Poondi (53),
Ellapuram (7) and Thiruvalangadu (1) blocks of Thiruvallur Dist. Here is a report of
the various activities that took place during Dec 2019 and Jan 2020.
End of Term II and Start of Term III
Term II ended by Dec 23rd and then Term III started back again on Jan 6th. Term III
started with the sword of board exams hanging over all the schools. Being unused
to rigorous exams, the schools were all grappling with how they were going to
prepare the children for the board exams. The model papers that they received
later in January were also extremely difficult. Especially the English paper was well
beyond the levels of the children. When the announcement finally came on Feb 4 th
that the board exams are not going to be held, it was greeted with great relief by
the teachers and the students alike.
Teacher Field Visit to Mysore
The teachers for all the projects of Asha Chennai were taken on a trip to Mysore.
Most of the teachers from Thiruvallur participated in the trip as well. The purpose
of the trip is to broaden the exposure for the teachers. Almost none of the teachers
had ever been to a place where people do not speak Tamil!
The chapters of Asha from the US support several other NGOs. Some of these
supported projects have gone on to become models for the government and many
educational institutions to emulate. One such innovative and successful project
funded by Asha was run by Deenabandhu. They were doing several things to
further science education. Since they were located in Chamarajnagar that is close
to Mysore, we organized a day trip to Deenabandhu. The teachers got to
experience an alternate way of teaching science.
Click here to see a detailed report of the trip. Here are some photos from the trip.
You can see more photos here.

Computer Training in December

Asha is sending computer teachers to close to 100 schools this year. They teach
computer science as well as other curriculum subjects using contents on their
computers. We are doing this for classes 1 to 8. In every term, the last week is the
exam week in the schools and the computer teachers will not be able to do their
regular work during this week. We bring the teachers over to our offices in our
various projects and have them work on enhancing our contents etc. during this
week. We also time the training for our computer teachers during this one week.
In Term II the week from Dec 16th to 23rd was exam week for the schools in
Tamilnadu. This year too we scheduled our computer teacher training for this
week. In particular the training sessions were conducted on Dec 18th, 19th and 20th.
Since the Sangamam project has been taking the lead in teaching computer
science, the training was mainly organised in Thiruvallur. The teachers from
Chennai and Kayathar participated via video conference. Click here to see all the
photos from these sessions.
Here is the agenda for the sessions.
Wednesday, 18th Dec
Morning — General talk about teaching computer science / teaching other subjects
using computers and how to do the mapping work — Rajaram
Afternoon — Asha Impressions and Computer Assessments —
Kumari/Seetha/Rajkumari

Thursday, 19th Dec
Morning — Presentation and activities with ProGame by Suraj Meiyur.
Afternoon — Computer Science Lesson Plans — Kumari/Seetha/Rajkumari.

Friday, 20th Dec
Morning — Geogebra — the tool and a new package in Asha Kanini — Nathiya
Morning/Afternoon — Code.org courses and including more programming in our
curriculum — Kumari/Seetha/Rajkumari and Rajaram

The sessions took place more or less as planned with some minor run-overs. You
can see a detailed report of the training session here.
Sports Dress, Chappals and Hygieve Kits for Students
As stated in the previous report the distribution of the sports materials had started
back in November itself. It continued over December and January. Aara
Supermarkets are continuing their process of taking chappals of all sizes to the
schools, measuring the children’s sizes and distributing the chappals right then
and there. Only 3 or 4 schools were remaining at the end of January.
We had placed the order for the dresses from Shanmuga Apparels and Hosiery.
They called to let us know that they had all the materials ready by end of
December. Since the schools opened only on Jan 6th, we delivered the materials to
most of the schools that week. The rest of the dresses were also delivered the
week after Pongal. A few individual items (mostly skirts and shorts of specific sizes)
were still required at various schools. These will also be distributed in early
February.
Here are some photos from these distributions. Click here to see the photos from
the distribution of these materials at all the schools.

On January 10th, we had distribution function for all these materials at some of the
schools. Arun, the CSR coordinator and four more staff from Glovis came for the
distribution. Venkat and Rajaram were also there with Srinivasan representing
Asha. We started by visiting Sadhurangapettai. This school is located right next to
the Poondi block BEO's office. The HM also invited the BEO, Sadhu Sundar Singh
who also made the time to come there on short notice. Since this was also the last
working day before Pongal, the school was decked up and nice to see. They had
also planned some cultural programmes. The Poi kaal gudhirai dance and the other
two dances were very nice. We then distributed the materials to the children. The
BEO talked very highly of our support for all the schools in his block.
We then went to Odhappai. This is one of the school which supports us in our
efforts the most. They usually prepare very well for functions like this. This time
was no exception. The children greeted us right at the gate of the school with
hand-made bouquets of local flowers. Compering the function, giving the vote of
thanks in English and Tamil were all done by the children themselves. It was a joy
to take part in the function. The dance performed by the children for the recently
popular "Singa penne" song was also nice. We distributed the materials to the
children at that school as well.
Then we just dropped in briefly at Mylapore, a very small school, directly
distributed the materials to the children and then moved on to Sriramakuppam.The
teachers and staff at Sriramakuppam had prepared the lunch for all of us. The food

was really good with vadai, paayasam, sweet etc. We profusely thanked them for
arranging such a wonderful lunch for us. The fuction was also well organised. The
children performed a small English play, a Welcome dance and one more dance.
One child welcomed us in Telugu since that is what is commonly spoken here. After
these we distributed the materials to the children.
Then we went to Katchur. Here the teacher welcomed and thanked us for our
support. Then we quickly distributed the materials to the children as the Glovis
people were also getting delayed. Then we made a brief stop at Seethanjeri just to
distribute the sports dresses and a group photo outside the school. Then the
guests from Glovis went back.
Here are some photos from the distribution functions. Click here to see all the
photos taken during these distribution functions.

Student Excursions
Every year we have been taking children from our supported schools for an
excursion. We have gradually expanded the number of children and schools taken
for excursion. This year we will be taking 800 students from about 25 schools for
the excursion. Till last year we have only been taking 4th and 5th Std children for
the excursion as these are the oldest children in the primary schools. But as we are

supporting several middle schools, we always felt sorry for not taking any of them
for the excursion. Therefore this year we also decided to have one day of excursion
for the middle school children.
For the 4th and 5th Std children we have been alternately taking them to Chennai or
Mahabalipuram. This year too we continued the same practice and brought the
children to Birla Planetarium and Guindy Children’s park. For the 7th and 8th std
children we decided to take them to Senji and Thiruvannamalai.
Here is the planned schedule for the excursions.
Jan 25th

Excursion for 4th and 5th children to Chennai. Schools in the
Thiruvallur – Thirutani stretch were covered.

Feb 15th

Excursion for 4th and 5th children to Chennai. Schools in the
Ellapuram block are covered.

Feb 22nd

Excursion for 4th and 5th children to Chennai. Schools in the
Seethanjeri – Placepalayam - Uthukottai stretch are covered.

Feb 29th

Excursion for 7th and 8th children to Senji/Thiruvannamalai.
Middle schools all over Poondi block that opted for this (instead
of the 4th/5th std excursions) are covered.

The first of these excursions has already been completed. On Jan 25 th children from
the following schools came for excursion: Kosavanpalayam, Old Thirupatchur,
Kuppammal Chathiram, Manjakuppam, Gandhigramam, Ramanjeri, Thomur,
Thiruppair, and Greenvel Natham. We had arranged for 3 busses from Parveen
Travels. The children received snacks (juice and buscuits) in the morning and in the
evening. Their schedule was as below:
7:00 am – Load the buses at various schools.
8:00 am – Depart from Thiruvallur.
10:00 am – Arrive at Birla Planetarium. Distribute the T-shirts and caps.
10:30 am to 1:30 pm – See the science museum, planetarium and other
shows.
1:45 pm – Arrive at Ragasudha hall for lunch.
2:30 pm – Distribute gifts for children and teachers after the lunch.’
3:00 pm – Leave for the Guindy park.
6:00 pm – Leave Guindy park back to Thiruvallur.
9:00 pm – Reach all the villages.
The trip went as planned. The children were given one of the following gifts:
Cricket bat and ball, Skipping rote and tennikoit ring, OR a 13-in-1 board game set.
The children were very happy with their gifts. This year we did not have any
special gifts for the teachers. They also only got one of the gift items intended for
the children.
Click here to see the photos from the excursion. Here are some photos.

Annanagar Library Updates
The work at Annanagar library is continuing. Because of the holidays and
subsequently most of the Saturdays being working days, we haven’t been able to
conduct the teacher craft and science activities often. On Dec 7th two teachers,
Geetha and Jaya went to the library. They conducted some craft activities and also
created a chart with each child. Later on 20th January, Rajaram and Venkat went to
the library, read some books for the children and played some games with them.
Here are some photos from these trips.

Upcoming Events
Next couple of months will see lots of activities including the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Completion of the distribution of the chappals and health kits.
Distribution of the sports dresses.
Processing the results of the oral assessments.
Off-site training trip for teachers to Mysore from Dec 27th to 29th.

5. Student excursion in January and February. All the preparatory work for that
will happen in December and January. The plan is to have them on January
11th, 25th, February 1st and 8th.
6. End of Term II and beginning of Term III. There will be a week-long training
and content development work for the computer teachers at our office.

