GLOVIS SANGAMAM PROJECT REPORT – APR/MAY
2019
Glovis Sangamam project continues to support 60 schools in Poondi and
Ellapuram blocks. Here is a report of the various activities that took place
during April and May 2019.
Budget Excess Planning and New Proposal
Based on the projected expenses for April and May 2018-19 some money was
going to be left, Asha volunteers met with Glovis CSR representatives to
decide on the items we can undertake with this excess items which will also
fit the overall goals of the project. We agreed upon the following,
1. Conduct Asha Impressions – 2019. This has been funded by Glovis from
the excess amount the last couple of years as well.
2. Purchase English and Maths kits for some more schools. Note schools
where our regular teachers go have already been given these. We are
distributing these to other schools that we believe will put these to
good use.
3. Purchase games like Connect 4, Boggle, Scrabble etc. to all the schools
with regular teachers to enhance their English and Maths.
4. Paint both exterior and interior walls at the Placepalayam and Allikuzhi
schools. Note these two schools recently moved to these buildings as
the high school which was occupying these building got new buildings
of their own.
5. Put up a play area with slide and jungle gym at Kottaikulam.
6. Setup libraries with a library book shelf and about 300 books at 6 more
schools.
7. Purchase an inverter for the Thiruvallur office. Since teachers (esp. lead
teachers and computer teachers) work their regularly, power cut was
affecting their work often.
Asha also prepared and submitted a budget for 2019-20 in line with the four
year proposal already approved and being funded by Hyundai Glovis.
Annual Day Functions
Several schools held their annual day functions in April. Asha typically
provides snacks for the children and prizes for the various competitions that
the schools hold.
Here are the annual day functions that were held in April.
1. Old Thirupatchur – 3rd April – They had a sports day in March and then
the annual day in April.

2. Rajapalayam – Only sports day.

3. Annanagar – 2nd April.

4. Thomur – 4th April – Arun from Glovis attended the function

5. Palavakkam – 4th April.

6. Thandalam – 5th April.

7. Gandhigram – 9th April.

8. Melvilagam – 10th April.

9. Kuppammal Chathiram – 9th April.

10.

Sriramakuppam – 12th April.

School Excursions
This year we were conducting the excursions in 3 batches. We couldn’t hold
the third excursion till the schools closed. We finally held the third excursion
on 15th April. The following schools participated in the third excursion:
Othappai, Ammambakkam, Katchur, Anandheri, Allikuzhi, Placepalayam,
Gengulukandigai, and Pudhukandigai.
Click here to see the photos from this excursion.
End of the School Year
The schools closed this year a little early because of the elections. They
closed on the 12th of May. The schools had their exams starting from the 1st of
April. During those weeks we engaged the computer teachers in the mapping
work. Teachers also needed to get the children to finish up their Asha
Impressions presentations and submit them.
Written Assessments - Reports
The written assessments were completed by March 2nd and the corrections
got completed over the month of March. We prepared the reports for every
school and distributed these to the schools before the end of the school year.
Asha Impressions - 2019
Asha Impressions was conducted at PUMS Othappai on the 25th of April. From
a field of 88 schools, the 10 best presentations and 10 best programming
projects were chosen. These children presented their works to the judges at
the Asha Impressions event. PUPS Velagapuram won the presentation
competition and PUMS Ramanjeri won the programming competition. Both
these schools were supported by Glovis. Click here to see a full report of this
event.
RightStart - 2019

RightStart is the annual teacher training programme organized by Asha every
year. It was conducted at the Vanavani school in the IIT Madras campus from
May 27th to 31st. This year over 60 teachers from all Asha Chennai projects
and partner organizations attended the training. It needs to be pointed out
that one of the training sessions on child rights, women’s rights and selfdevelopment was conducted by Ms. V. Rubini, the CSR Coordinator from
Hyundai Glovis.
Click here to see all the photos from RightStart 2019.
Other Teacher Training Programmes and Teacher Excursion.
There were several other teacher training programmes organized during the
summer holidays.
Computer teacher training on 24th and 26th of April – Teachers were trained on
using the Asha Kanini app for teaching curriculum subjects and also on how
to teach computer science.

Making TLM (Teaching Learning Materials) – Radhika and Nathiya our trainers
worked the teachers to create several new TLM materials which the teachers
have then taken to their schools to teach various concepts to their students.

Workshop by Arvind Gupta – Arvind Gupta is a Padmashree awardee and
famous for his unique way of teaching science through making scientific toys

from trash. Ramanujan Museum organized an afternoon workshop for
teachers on 26th April. Four of our teachers also attended the same.
Teaching Maths through Programming – This training session was organized
by Sanjeev Ranganathan of the Isai Ambalam and Udhavi schools in Auroville.
The focus of the training was how to teach mathematical concepts through
the use of programming using Scratch, Geogebra and other tools. Ten of our
teachers participated in this 8 day residential training programme from May
2nd to 10th. This broadened their horizons and exposed them to new ways of
teaching.

Kodaikanal Excursion for the teachers on May 20th and 21st – The teachers
were taked on a trip to Kodaikanal. Given that almost none of the teachers
has seen the Nilgiris it was a great opportunity for them to experience the
world and see things they have only read about.

Summer Infrastructure Works
We undertook several different infrastructure related work during the
summer holidays. Here are the photos from all of them.
Nameboards
Most of the name boards for the schools were put up back in early part of the
academic year. Some schools were left out. These were completed in May.

These included Athivakkam, Melakaramanur, Perittuvakkam, Mambakkam
Periya Colony, and Velagapuram.

Blackboard Repainting
We had already completed blackboard repainting at 25 schools. Since there
was some more budget left in that head, we did the repainting in the
following schools: Athipattu, Thirupakkam, Mettupalayam, Gengulu Kandigai
and Pudhukandigai.

Repainting Allikuzhi
Allikuzhi school has from the time we started supporting it been in small
building with a nice ground around it. The building was always too small for
the school with 4 teachers (incl. the one from Asha) to function. The high
school that was operating in the building across the road was given a new
building. The primary school then moved to the building occupied by the high
school. While this had adequate number of rooms, the building was in a bad
shape. The HM had arranged with a local donor to do tiling of the floor and

wanted us to assist with the painting. We completed the painting of it in early
June. However the new school building lacks a ground. We hope the school
can continue using the small ground in the old compound on the opposite
side of the road.

Repainting Placepalayam
Placeplayam school has been shifting between two buildings over the 15
years we have worked with it. The schools used to be a middle school
operating from 3 rooms in one compound. A new building back in 2005 was
built by Asha across the road and the school moved there. It then got
upgraded with assistance from Asha as well to a high school. Then the high
school continued in the new building and the primary school moved back to
the old compound. By this time, two of the old buildings had become
unusable and the school was very cramped in the one room that it had. A
new building was build right in the old compound and now the primary school
has shifted again to the building that Asha had built in 2005. The building
hasn’t seen any work on it done in the past 15 years and was in need of
some sprucing up. We also completed the repainting of this in early June.

Upcoming Events
The schools reopened on June 3rd. Enrollment of new students and onboarding
them will keep the schools busy through June. We have purchased materials
for schools including English kits, Maths kits and games. We have also
purchased book shelves and books for 6 school libraries. All these will be
distributed to the schools in late June and early July. There will be a function
for the distribution in July.

Some of the infrastructure work intended for the summer spilled over into
June. These included the painting of Allikuzhi and Placepalayam as well as
setting up of the new play area at Kottaikulam. These will be completed in
June.
We have to start the purchase of stationery materials, play materials and
mats for the schools for the new school year. This will also be started and if
possible completed during the next two month period.

