	From:  "Lakshmi Suryanarayanan" <surlak@v...> 
Date:  Mon Dec 27, 2004  5:22 pm 
Subject:  RE: [asha-pwg] Tsunami...
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Dear All,
As much as I know personally, where I have direct involvement-
About 50-55 thatched houses have been washed away. Some of the families have
managed to salvage some of their belongings after 10.30 am on the same day.
Water has entered pucca houses in the lower areas and wet all belongings
which were on the floor. Clothes in several houses have become wet and
muddied by this. Hence
Immediate relief work is in progress on a war footing for the residents of
Urur Kuppam, Olcott Kuppam. The ways this is happening are
1. The Olcott Memorial High School grounds and the assembly hall have been
kept open from 9am on the day of the Tsumani- Sunday morning. There are on
an estimate close to 1000 people in the campus.
2. On the first day the govt. authorities provided food at noon and night.
Several concerned citizens have joined in and there is enough food (even
more than what can be really consumed in a day. These include rice- sambar
packets, bread, biscuits and these are being distributed liberally)
3. Clothes and bed sheets (including a number of new ones) for men, women
and children have also been distributed in plenty and barring may be a few
people who were not in the place when the loads came in all have received at
least a set of clothes.
Rehabilitation Plans-
1. The Theosophical Order of Service, which has for over 100 years worked
with the Urur villages has started a survey with the help of teachers and
alumni of Olcott School since Sunday evening. Senguttuvan who has lost his
house (bamboo thatch hut on the beach at the Eastern end) and his team of
young men and women are doing the survey and will come up with the list by
Thursday. This is to ensure that no family that has suffered material losses
is left out and no persons unaffected get the benefits. (Relief is open to
all and we have found that there is a lot of food and material being hogged
by many who are not even remotely affected.)
2. NGOs like Vishranthi, Rotary Clubs have started accumulating clothes and
bed sheets at the Green Gate of the Theosophical Order of Service (TOS).
3. The TOS has a separate counter at the Treasury inside the Theosophical
Society campus to receive money donations. ( Will post the details on
how to send foreign donations to the TOS after I get the correct details
from the Theosophical Society this morning)
4. The TOS will as much as it can ensure that rehab work is started by end
of the week.
5. The TOS plans to extend support to Urur Kuppam and Olcot Kuppam

Odai Kuppam has been just slightly affected. A few houses have been damaged
(may be 4- will know for certain after Thursday) need reconstruction.
This morning some of us plan to do start a survey of Tiruvanmiyur and
Palavakkam areas to assess need for rehab with the help of the affected in
the local areas.

From Sekar Ramakrishnan and Geetha Ramakrishnan I have info that North
Madras relief work is also progressing on lines similar to what is happening
at Besant Nagar.
At Pattinapakkam- Foreshore Estate work is in progress but hampered because
of difficulties in reaching the homes as water is still not flown out of the
low-lying areas.
I shall try and see that my next update comes in around same time to morrow
morning. I need to get back to Olcott School for extending support to relief
operations :-), at least control the queues.

Love
Lakshmi


-----Original Message-----
From: Sanjeev Ranganathan [mailto:san.ranga@g...]
Sent: Monday, December 27, 2004 9:52 PM
To: asha-wide@yahoogroups.com; pwg
Subject: [asha-pwg] Tsunami...

Dear Friends,

I spoke to Subhash at Auroville. The schools there were not effected.
The nearby coastal villages were effected though. The govt and
auroville are working on relief. There are around 100 families who are
now being taken care of in tents in auroville grounds and there is
enough food and clothing available. They might require help in the
rehabilitation it will be clear in a few days.

Spoke to Lakshmi at Seva Chakkara. Orphanage was not hit. They are
tying to help Pattinapakam which is near them and on the Marina. This
area appears to have been worst hit in Chennai. The few volunteers
there may be able to help with the reach out.

Spoke to a watchman at Anawim, he said everyone around is ok. It was
too late and I couldn't get in touch with anyone else there. I will
follow up later today.

Also spoke to Lakshmi aunty at Asha Chennai. DP has already covered
the developments there.
Food, clothes is available for immediate relief around Besant Nagar.
Aunty mentioned that help was needed in Kadalore and they are trying
to figure out what to do about it. Rehabilitation efforts will be
clear in a few days.

I'm not sure how many project coordinators are around. (I just got
back from the grand canyon myself). Can we the ppl around pick
projects around TN and call them to ask if they were effected or are
participating in the relief/rehabilitation work. This way it may also
become clear how we can be part of the effort. Could you please post
your updates to an ashawide group.

Thanks.

luv,
Sanjeev


	From:  "Lakshmi Suryanarayanan" <surlak@v...> 
Date:  Tue Dec 28, 2004  7:11 pm 
Subject:  FW: [asha-chennai-friends] RE: [asha-pwg] Tsunami...
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Dear All,
At the Urur and Olcott Kuppam-
Food is available to residents.
Many families have claimed and received the immediate govt. grant of Rs
2000. There some tenants however who are not being recogonised for support.
We are working in this area.
Yesterday a team of 15 of us from OMHS, TOS, IIT, Rani Meyyammai College,
The school KFI went out to support Senguttuvan and team with the survey. We
completed the survey and mapping by 4pm.
The number of families who were living in the 55 thatched houses is
somewhere in the order of 200 as many huts were subdivided for rent.
We will be compiling the results around 10 am today.
We plan to reach the rehab efforts individually to these families who have
lost so much.
There is support promised for the students of the OMHS and the Urur Kuppam
school children for lost text books and notebooks and uniforms. We have
started assuring parents that they can stop worrying in this area and
concentrate on settling themselves.

As regards donation to the Theosophical Order of Service, here are the
details-

Bank’s Name and address- Standard Chartered Bank,
Sorrento, Adyar Branch, Chennai
600020, India
Account Number- 42810001582
Swift Code- SCBLINBBXXX
Title of the Account- The Theosophical Society
Purpose- Tidal catastrophe Relief
Email address- ts_treasury@s... <mailto:ts_treasury@s...>
Please send an email to the above address and to me surlak@v...
<mailto:surlak@v...> if you have remitted any money.
Please also write your postal address for us to be able to send receipts as
this mandatory under the Indian FCRA regulations act.
Today we will be finalizing the order of priority in which these donations
will be used for relief.
Regards
Lakshmi
More after 24 hours


	From:  "Lakshmi Suryanarayanan" <surlak@v...> 
Date:  Wed Dec 29, 2004  7:07 pm 
Subject:  Tsunami Relief- Update Wednesday-29 Dec
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Dear All,
Urur- Olcoot info
1. People from Olcott memorial school have moved out. We are starting school
today. This will help to provide food and protection to the children of the
school during the day. So parents can attend to work and try to move towards
normalcy.
2. Those of the villagers who hgave pucca homes and have been marginally
affected have returned to their homes. They have received good short term
support. Their children’s neds will be taken care of in the next week. Local
support is available for this
3. The really affected –150 families- Nearly 30 families who are tenants and
migrants into the city in last few years, have gone to the Corporation
School at Sastrinagar Adyar (very close to my mother’s residence. Namita
Jacob (IIT Chennai) has the list of people their requirements made yesterday
by 1pm. More people have joined in the evening when they saw that things
were happening very honestly. The Corporation Junior Engineer and an
official are supporting the people very constructively. One policeman is on
duty at the place 24 hours. We are starting our Rehab work from here. We
have a program which I have named Support a family SAF for convenience.
Details of this I shall write tonight.
4. My friend Sandhya Sunder has started work in two villages Nemili Kuppam
13i families and New Nemilikuppam 62 families on the coast south of Kovalam
since yesterday as it was discovered that new Nemili did not have enough
food. Food was arranged and also plans for sustaining this over a week has
been done for immediate relief. For rehab she has been able to collect
Rs40,000 in a few hours. She will writing her mail to me soon with details
of action plan to me sometime today.
5. At Asha chennai we are starting our work at Satrinagar rehab and also
proose to take up support to sandhya right now. We will pick up efforts
systematically and keep you all posted on developments.
The pattinapakkam area will need support . Namita was there and we will see
how we can move ahead.
IIT volunteers will help us under Namita’s coordination.
Bye for the day for OMHS day begins in aboyt 30 minutes.

Regards
lakshmi


	From:  "Lakshmi Suryanarayanan" <surlak@v...> 
Date:  Thu Dec 30, 2004  6:03 pm 
Subject:  Tsunami Relief- Update Thursday 30Dec 2004
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Dear All,
1. Started school at 9am with 120 of the 750 attending school. Namita and
the IIT volunteers started the survey of the affected children around 10.30
am. Anil if IIT started computerizing earlier data as also data as it was
being collected.
2. Around 11.30 am the people of the Urur Kuppam came rushing into school as
the Television streamers put people on alert on a possible Tsunami in about
an hour. We handed over the younger children in the school to their parents
and the older children helped in the relief work.
3. The people have stayed overnight, as there were alerts on possible
Tsunami after nightfall. Our efforts to getting back to normalcy took a
small set back.
4. To start with, we have got the details of 20 families of tenants, 19 in
the Urur Kuppam and one from the Odaikuppam futher down the beach for rehab.
We have asked them to look for accommodation and we would start our support
on the Project Support –a – family SAF
5. Seattle volunteer Sairam is right into the relief work in the area of
medical needs. Phoenix volunteer Muralidhar Mukund is pitching in with his
energy. More people are coming in.
6. For Nemilikuppam and new Nemili kuppam 131+62 families (Sandhya Sunder)
we have been able to organize dry ration of support for I week. This will be
delivered on Monday as per our plan.
7. We have been requested for support from “ Reach Out” at Kalakshetra
colony for clothes and we have been able to help.
8. Sumitra Gautama of The School KFI is coordinating a huge collecting,
sorting and distribution network from her residence. She has a very large
network of NGO contacts in different parts of the city and state. Yesterday 2 trucks with clothes and some utensils and some medicines have gone to a relief center in Nagapattinam. School children and young people are helping in this sorting effort for almost 12 hours of the day.
This morning’s agenda is the finalization of the Urur Kuppam family lists- 200 odd families to remove duplication and ensure all the huts in the map have been covered. The focus is to get all the details in order so work can start full swing. Volunteers from IIT Madras are available for support for the one to one activities and for data collection
Lakshmi



