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Sustainable Environment and Ecological Development Society (SEEDS) - India
Website: http://www.seedsindia.org
Field Report from Andamans

SEEDS. 02 February 2005. 1700 hrs IST

We are into the second month of relief operations in the Andamans. We
had reached Tamil Nadu the day after the tsunami. We realised that
there are some credible NGOs extending aid there. Meanwhile the toll
in Andaman and Nicobar was rising and no NGO had reached here due to
logistics problems. As such, we moved to the Andamans and started
relief operations. Our update is as follows:

1. Upon arrival in Port Blair on the 28th, our team was asked by the
District Administration to assist them by managing two relief camps. A
third was added later. We provided tents, set up toilets, organized
kitchens, air-shipped basic commodities (clothes, soap, towels, [image: image1.png]



undergarments, bedsheets, sanitary napkins, footwear, bags, torches
etc.) and organised local logistics. Facilities like T.V, radio, news
papers and games were provided to the people. Psychosocial counselling
to the victims has been organised by Ms. Kanan, a prominent local
resident, and her team. We tied up with local cultural groups for
organising cultural events in the camps.

2. The initial few days were the most difficult for setting the camps
up. We got tremendous support from local volunteers. The school
administration groups and local volunteers have played a very
important role in camp management. For local action we have partnered
with Yuva Shakthi, a respected local organisation of dedicated youth
members.

3. Now that the camps are established and running well, the local
groups are taking a greater lead in managing them. Two of the camps we
had assisted have since shut down as the schools in which they were
housed have started operating again. The occupants were accommodated
in other relief camps. We continue to provide the infrastructure
facilities and relief material in one camp, and in a fisher colony in
Jungleeghat. We are providing temporary shelter, sanitation
facilities, food, candles, mosquito coils, toys and books. We have
also established a community kitchen and a crèche. Further
consignments of undergarments, sanitary napkins, toiletteries, and
bedsheets have been air-shipped to Port Blair. We have also provided a
sewing machine, carom boards, toys and sanitary napkins in a relief
camp being operated in the Old Ummat School.

4. Nicobar area is worst hit. Casualty estimates by locals are much
higher than the official numbers. Access to Nicobar is still
restricted.

5. Since access to Little Andaman (about 6 hours by boat from Port
Blair) opened up a few days ago, we have carried out relief
distribution there, covering about 600 persons. There is extensive
damage on the island. Local people have appreciated the fact that [image: image2.png]



women are leading our frontline operations.

6. We have submitted a work plan for long-term comprehensive
rehabilitation, and sought government permission to work on the
islands. Permission is required since this is a restricted area. The
islands villages have suffered major damages, and once the evacuees
start going back to the villages, they will need support to be able to
survive. We propose to assist by providing temporary shelter,
household amenities, boats, technical support in reconstruction,
provision of community facilities, and being with the community till
they regain their capacity to sustain themselves.

7. Our team has surveyed some affected settlements in Port Blair city,
Wandoor area near Port Blair, Bamboo Flat Islands and Little Andaman.
We have also carried out structural damage assessments of some
buildings in Port Blair. Our team at the Delhi office, assisted by
technical volunteers worldwide, is carrying out census and mapping
studies of the area. A senior team is currently in Port Blair, having
meetings with the government for expediting rehab work permission.

8. While we pursue government permissions, we have started work on the
following aspects:

a) Planning of training programmes of masons and construction workers
on safe reconstruction and retrofitting. This skill will be needed
locally for the large scale construction work needed there.

b) Establishment of a Citizens Resource Centre in Port Blair to impart
information about damage assessments, rehab packages, compensation
claim processes, relief and recovery status, tips for safe
reconstruction, information about support agencies and trained masons
etc.

c) Repairs and retrofitting of community centres in the Municipal area
in Port Blair.

d) Planning of livelihood restoration and options in South Andamans,
where paddy fields and boats are badly affected.

e) Research and planning for temporary shelter and house [image: image3.png]



reconstruction using locally appropriate materials and technology.

9. We are running a helpline to locate persons missing in the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands. We are also getting offers from many volunteers
willing to work for relief. We have put up a volunteer roster on our
website and are sharing it with other NGOs.

For regular updates and more, visit our website www.seedsindia.org
