Notes on Meeting with Medha Patkar and Geetha Ramakrishnan (Jan 14, 2005)

by Prasanna Pendse

Attendees: Over 90 including several from affected fisherman communities.

Attending Asha Volunteers: Siddamma, Chandravel, Balu, Jeba, the whole UP team, Prasanna, DP Prakash

We were honored to be personally invited to this meeting by both Medha Patkar and Geetha Ramakrishnan. This meeting covered an overview of what had been happening in Cuddalore and Nagapattanam as well as the areas affected in Chennai. Land, relocation, rehabilitation issues were focus. They were addressed and what needs to be done was discussed. If anyone is interested, the minutes for that should be published soon in detail.

Here are a few things that interested me:

a) The relief effort has been completed VERY fast compared to Bhuj and other events. Kudos to the govt on that. Now that means that the people are ready to move on to rehabilitation faster. But the govt is now lagging behind. They are however trying now.

b) All govt officials that they are dealing with are responding well to the needs. Willing to sit on the ground with the people and discuss things. It may take a lot of ‘work’ to get them to do that, but they are doing it now. It will take a lot of time for things to actually happen, but the wheels are in motion.

c) Some villages are off the books. MGR Nagar is an Irula village which officially doesn’t exist. So they didn’t send any money there. The Killai panchayat (of which MGR Nagar is a part of) unanimously supported MGR Nagar, and so the govt decided to recognize it. Interesting.

d) We met with them privately – they said toys is the #1 urgent prioirty. The nets is the #2 prioirty. These are priorities of the entire community and this statement was supported by a few fisherman who were present.

Most important thing is perhaps the following: The list of people who attended the meeting (thanks to Jeba and Lokesh for typing/translating it):

	#
	Name
	Organization
	Location
	Focus

	1
	D.P.Prakash
	Asha for Education
	Chennai/USA
	Education of children and livelihood

	2
	N.V.Sanjeevan
	Nba and kabir kalamach
	Pune
	peoples art forum and Nba Struggle

	3
	Rohan.p.Joshi
	NaramadaBachaoAndo lan.NAPM
	Pune
	Displacement rehabitation and right to livelihood

	4
	Sheethal M.Chavan
	NaramadaBachaoAndo lan.NAPM
	Malegoaon (Nashik)
	providing medical service in naramada valley

	5
	Dr Palavi N.Raut
	NaramadaBachaoAndo lan.NAPM
	Nandurban
	providing medical service in naramada valley

	6
	Dr.Revathi R. Joshi
	NaramadaBachaoAndo lan.NAPM
	Dhadgaon
	providing medical service in naramada valley

	7
	Prasanna pendse
	Asha For Education
	Chiago
	Education of childrn livelihood

	8
	Siddamma
	Sarpam
	Chennai
	Education

	9
	Vinesh.j
	NaramadaBachaoAndo lan.NAPM
	Mumbai
	Community Organization

	10
	V.K.Chezhiyan
	Fisherman Community leader
	Cuddalore
	Killai

	11
	N.Sudandiran
	NAPM
	Ganesapuram sirumugai
	

	12
	K.Snothi
	Peoples Architecture common weal
	Chennai
	Housing Evolution

	13
	R.Revathi
	Filmaker
	Chennai
	Volunteer on child issues

	14
	Raksu Khanna
	NaramadaBachaoAndolan 
	Badwani
	

	15
	V.P.Muthiah
	N.M.P.S
	Dindigul
	

	16
	S.Aruloli
	Arulkadal
	Chennai
	

	17
	M.Dominic
	Arulkadal
	Chennai
	

	18
	R.Chinnadi
	Nochikuppam
	Chennai
	

	19
	Padma Venkataraman
	Socialactivist
	Chennai
	

	20
	S.K.Priya
	lawyer
	Chennai
	

	21
	V.V.V. lenin
	lawyer
	Chennai
	

	22
	M.S.Bhakyalakshmi
	Sumaitharanal
	Chennai
	

	23
	P.Moorthy
	Unorganised workers federation
	Chennai
	

	24
	K.Krishanaji
	All India hand embroidery traders union
	Chennai
	

	25
	M.A.JayaKumar
	fishermen community protection leader
	Chennai
	

	26
	kalaisekaran
	fishermen community protection leader
	Chennai
	

	27
	S.Dakshinamoorthy
	Advocate
	Chennai
	

	28
	N.Raj Jeba Durai
	Asha For Education
	Chennai
	Universal Quality Education (UQE2047)

	29
	M.P.Arioka Dass
	Aikiyalayam
	Chennai
	Inter religion Harmony

	30
	Raja Chidambram
	NGO/Advocate forum
	chennai
	

	31
	V.Mageshvaran
	unorganized workers Federation
	chennai
	unroganized

	32
	P.Desappan
	Fisherman Phanchayat 
	chennai
	

	33
	Ramjee chavhan 
	Asha samajik Vidyalaya Reoti.
	Ballia
	

	34
	Muhamad Yunush
	Lok Tantrik samajwadi parti
	sultanpur
	

	35


	Shilendra Ravat 
	Lok Tantrik samajwadi parti
	sultanpur
	

	36 
	Balsubramanian.A 
	Asha for Education 
	chennai
	Universal Quality Education

	37
	Addie Kuster
	Dutch Volunteer for 

shepherd
	chennai
	

	38
	P.Jeyakesan 
	Shepherd
	chennai
	

	39
	Api Patel
	AASRA
	Varanasi 
	

	40 
	M.Parmasamy
	Shepherd
	chennai
	

	41
	B.Sankar Mahadevan
	Udhavum Ullannak
	chennai
	To bring the gap between a haves and have mets

	42
	Riyaz Ali 
	azad samaj sewa samitti 
	sultanpur
	

	43
	Sanhay Singh
	Lok Tantrik samajwadi parti
	sultanpur
	

	44
	Moid Ahmed Khan 
	Azad sawaj sewa semiti
	sultanpur
	

	45
	Gurdod singh sheetal
	N.H.C.P.M
	Punjab


	

	46
	Alli Rani 
	Women’s freedom organization
	chennai
	helping

	47
	R. Arul
	Fisherman Association  Vice President
	chennai
	Helping for Tsunami relief

	48
	Pushpa A. Gauthama
	School (K.F.I)
	chennai
	

	49
	Sumitra M.Gautham
	School (K.F.I)
	chennai
	

	50
	kamala
	Women’s freedom organization
	chennai
	helping

	51
	Kaniyappan
	Fisherman
	Nochikuppam

chennai
	Boat,Net,and some help they needed

	52
	Karanan
	Fisherman
	Nochikuppam

chennai
	Boat,Net,and some help they needed

	53
	maran
	Fisherman
	Nochikuppam

chennai
	Boat,Net,and some help they needed

	54
	kessapan
	Fisherman
	Nochikuppam

chennai
	Boat,Net,and some help they needed

	55
	bose
	Fisherman
	Nochikuppam

chennai
	Boat,Net,and some help they needed


