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Amy and I visited SPRAT on 5 March 2007.  Started by Mr. Hasan Jowher, a secular 
Muslim and long-time Ahmedabad resident, SPRAT aims to fight communalism by 
promoting rational thought processes and harmony among all local communities.  We 
arrived in the morning on the Gujarat Mail train from Mumbai to Ahmedabad and went to 
Mr. Jowher's home, where we freshened up.  We then visited the Mehsana CARAVAN 
center for the first half of the day.  During the drive we had a lively discussion about the 
state of world affairs, and I felt we got to know Mr. Jowher a bit better – especially the 
fact that he has consistently spoken out against fundamentalism from all sides. 
 
It was Mr. Jowher’s first 
trip to this center in 4 
months (he would 
normally go every 3 
months).  In Mehsana we 
met the center 
supervisor, Vasim, as 
well as two members of 
the local advisory board 
(LAB), Mr. Tajubhai 
Momin, a local hotelier 
whose business suffered 
damage during the 2002 
post-Godhra violence, 
and Ms. Ayeshaben 
Patel, a Gandhian, local 
activist and a principal.  
Vasim’s title of supervisor means he is the interim manager until the position is filled.  
The previous manager moved on to another position, and Mr. Jowher mentioned that in 
Mehsana in particular it is very difficult to find good talent due to the local economy and 
relatively lower levels of education.  Estimated daily usage of this CARAVAN center is 
70 to 100 individuals. 
 



I met with some SSC students who are in the last weeks of review for their state board 
exams.  I was also able to speak with one of the Social Studies SSC instructors (Mr. 
N.V. Rana).  The students were a bit shy and quiet, but Mr. Rana was helpful in getting 
them to talk a bit about their experiences, and in a way that I felt was not trying to put 
words in their mouth.  Mr. Rana is an advocate (lawyer) who also teaches at the center 
and seemed to me to be a motivated individual.  There was also a math instructor there 
for a shorter time, Mr. Parmar, and when I asked the students which was their most 
difficult subject it came out to be math. This led to a discussion about the lack of 
adequate math instruction (partially initiated by a parent who was present), for which Mr. 
Jowher got on the phone to try and arrange a short term supplemental instructor.  It may 
have been that Mr. Parmar was not strong in a couple of units, or that his times and 
availabilities did not work out so that the students were not getting the full amount of 
instruction.  In any case I did feel that I saw first hand that the community did engage 
the instructors and did communicate with Mr. Jowher when he was present at the 
center.  Since it had been four months since Mr. Jowher had visited Mehsana caravan 
he did say he wished the LAB and students had communicated the issues about the 
math instructor to him earlier, by phone.  Without questioning Mr. Jowher’s dedication, it 
is apparent that he is very active and may be spread thin at times by all that SPRAT 
takes on. 
 
In terms of the past years SSC batch scores, I was told that the average score was 
about 65-70% (where 35% is a passing score).  Of 22 students only 4 failed, 2 girls and 
2 boys.  Two decided to re-test.  We were told that some times girls are discouraged to 
re-test by family pressure, etc., but the 
center volunteers did say they try to 
intervene and convince the family to 
encourage the re-testing. 
    
 

We also had a tour at the rest of the 
center, including the knowledge boards, 
which seemed neatly kept and regularly 
updated, though some could probably 
provide better content (see translations).  
Examples were the day’s agenda, Please 
Reply, How Does it Work?, Today in 
History, Hero of the Day (a famous 
person whose birthday is that day), and 
Today’s Word.   A couple of former SSC 
tuition students who were now going on 
in their studies were using the center as 
a self study place, and when I quizzed a 
couple of them (through Mr. Jowher) it 
revealed that they do read the 
knowledge boards.  One was asked what 
his favorite board is and he did reply with 
one.  Another was asked what the board 
directly behind him said and he knew it.  
The center also has a vacancy board to 

(Work Schedule) 

(Atomic Energy) 

(From the beginning of the universe, bright radium 
atoms have transformed themselves into atomic energy.  
Uranium metal is made up of heavy atoms. Atomic 

energy is formed by the break-up of these atoms.) 

(Today in history) 

(Place: Bangalore) 

(Incident: A private bus plunges into a canal) 

(90 dead and several injured from the plunging of 
a bus into the Vishweshreya Canal.  It was a big 

accident.  There was heavy damage. ) 



post job announcements. 
 
The center supervisor Vasim (the interim 
replacement for a full center manager) also 
demonstrated some science kit experiments 
(these are different from the Science corner 
experiments that are currently being 
fabricated at the main office in Ahmedabad).  
I would say that at his level of training he 
does not include a deep scientific 
understanding of the phenomena, but in 
speaking with Mr. Jowher it also seems 
reasonable that some demonstration 
that these seemingly “magic” type 
experiments are in fact repeatable and 
based on some scientific principle may help 
to counter some of the superstitions and 
hoaxes that are often pushed on the 
vulnerable uneducated masses by unsavory 
individuals.  Mr. Jowher also did make us 
aware that the CARAVAN center plans to 
try to engage lab assistants from local 
schools to demonstrate the experiments 
with more formalism.  In addition, those 
experiments that are sturdy can be used 
hands-on by the kids themselves.  The goal 
for the science experiments is to have a 
daily science hour in the center, and a 
formal demonstration once per week. 
 
The center’s library/reading room contains newspapers, and a film collection. 
 
When we aksed about the non-financial ways that Asha volunteers could help SPRAT,  
Mr. Jowher’s response included sending materials such as videos for the Caravan 
centers, content for the daily knowledge boards, and PHP website support. 
 

(Please reply) 

(Provide the name of silver ore) 

(New question) 

(Last question) (How many stanzas 
are in Kautilya’s 

Economic book?) 

(Answer) (6000 stanzas) 



After visiting Mehsana we toured the 
MUSKAAN park, an adventure/play park 
designed using recycled materials.  It was 
evident from the tour that Mr. Jowher has a 
particular passion for this undertaking, and 
he is very determined to create a venue for 
underprivileged children to be able to play 
and have access to the type of adventure 
playground normally reserved for the well 
off.  The park is located on the border 
between a predominantly Muslim and a predominantly Hindu neighborhood, the children 
of which would otherwise rarely play together. Days earlier the park was inaugurated on 
the 5th anniversary of the post-Godhra Gujarat carnage, and today several thousand 
children have accessed the parks facilities.  Children are grouped by age and allowed 



access to age-specific parts of the park.  An area for seniors is also set aside near 
some fountains.  All park materials are made from recycled items such as tires and 
scrap metals.   
 
We finally ended our visit by taking lunch 
at the head office in Ahmedabad and 
meeting the volunteers.  Their ages 
seemed to range in the mid twenties and 
thirties, and they were from both Hindu & 
Muslim communities.  Their enthusiasm 
and passion for their work was evident 
from our discussions.  One young Hindu 
woman who had completed and MBA said 
she came to work for SPRAT after she 
learned the extent to which she and the 
general public was mislead about the 
post-Godhra communal violence.  Rather 
that pursuing a lucrative position she was 
focused on working to make change 
within her society.   One of the most 
moving symbols of tolerance and 
dedication to helping others was a Muslim 
volunteer who was directly caught in the 
violent mob five years back.  Despite his 
family’s pleas for help going largely 
unanswered by the police during the 
tense moments when he lost track of his sister, he surprisingly harbored no ill will to the 
larger Hindu community, instead pointing out that she was brought back safely by his 
Hindu neighbors.  It gave me cautions hope that some real healing may result from their 
effort.  This hope was tempered by the recognition that Mr. Jowher is currently the main 
visionary in the organization, and that he will probably need to groom some of the head 
office staff to become leaders if this is to succeed. As long as we partner with SPRAT I 
feel that our Asha chapter should support this process in whatever ways we can. 
 
 
 


