Shantikumar’s site visit report (SACSAS Academy) – January 2007:
1) Visited SACSAS Academy – Laishoi Branch on January 11, 2007:
It was a fine morning – Surjit and I (Shantikumar) went to Laishoi village. I was impressed to see all the teachers (including the head master) – we did not tell anyone that we were coming to the school. There were not many students as the new year session had not started. The majority of the kids just came for admission. This was the first day when I get to see the newly renovated school building. They have lots of hope from us – from ASHA. There are about 45+ students and they are thinking of adding class 3 and 4. They would also like to see a computer in the near future. I said we will see what we can do and they will get what they want as long as they are sincere, honest and transparent. When I saw them and talked to them it really meant everything to me than what you see in the pictures and account books. I also met all the committee members of the school. They are still waiting for the monthly salary. We have not been paying their salary since January 2007.
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2) Visited SACSAS Academy – Maobam Branch on January 12, 2007:

I really appreciate Anurupa and Biju for they did the site visit. I am just reminding you all that the road to Maobam is very muddy, not ‘pukka’ road, not fit for 4 wheelers and lots of slopes. I would like to request each of our Asha-Houston volunteers to visit this village one day. I met the teachers and the committee chairman. I could not meet other committee members as we did not inform that we were coming. I met just a few of the students as the new year session had not started. The committee chairman is the king of the village and the headmaster is his son. Their involvement was very necessary. In many of such far-off villages if the king agrees to something means you can see for sure that it is happening. There were about 45+ students in the book. They have requested a zinc-galvanized roof and an additional class room. It was reported that the distribution of school uniform did not last long as the kids wear those 24/7. So we have to decide whether we want to distribute school uniforms this year.
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3) Visited The V.N Model English Junior High School – Ukhatampak, Churachandpur on January 23, 2007: (New proposal)
This school has not been funded by ASHA yet. They have been proposing to support at least 3~4 of their teachers as they have been able to run the school due to lack of funds. It is basically a school that provides free education to all of the students except that they charge some admission fee once a year. This school had been functioning for the past 27 years with some support from the kings of the nearby villages. I just wonder how they could run such a big school without any regular funds or support. There are over 200+ students from nursery till 8th standard. I met the committee chairman (Mr. Letkhopao Haokip), the principal, the teachers and guardians. This is one of those needy schools that need at least some support to provide free education to the surrounding villages.
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