
I am Rajaraman Krishnan, a volunteer of Asha Chennai. I had made a visit to all 
the Poorna Vidhya project schools on the teachers’ day, Sept 5th 2014. 
 
Kasturi and I visited the corporation schools at Odaikuppam, Thiruvanmiyur and 
Sastrinagar that are being supported by Poorna Vidhya on the teachers' day. 
Here is first a photo album from the visit. 
 
https://picasaweb.google.com/chennai.asha/PoornaVidhyaSchoolsSept14?auth
user=0&authkey=Gv1sRgCLrXztPuxZOz7AE&feat=directlink 
 
 
Here are some basic information about the schools.  
 
Odaikuppam School 
 
Students -- 134 on the rolls (actual -- 110 to 115). 
Teachers -- HM + 5. 
 
Have started English medium in 1st std. But only 2 students have joined that! 
 
 
Thiruvanmiyur Kuppam School 
 
Students -- 140 (no diff between rolls and actual). 
Teachers -- HM + 6. But HM position is vacant right now. 
 
English medium in 1st to 3rd stds. Admission is slightly less than Tamil medium. 
Total of Tamil and English medium remain the same as the Tamil medium 
admissions alone in previous years. 
 
 
Shastrinagar School 
 
Students -- 68 on the rolls (Actual 50). 
Teachers -- HM + 2. Mekala, the Asha teacher who used to go to Odaikuppam is 
now going for half days to this school to teach computers and craft. Her salary is 
paid for by Shastrinagar Residents association. 
 
Currently Asha is also providing one teacher Philomina to the school. 
 
 
In all the schools, the building infrastructure is I would say comparable to good 
private schools and much better than poor private schools. See the photo album 
shared above. Clearly the teacher student ratio is also good as you can see above. 
Further there is a lot of support coming in from both the government and others. 
IBM provided very nice computers to both Odaikuppam and Thiruvanmiyur 
Kuppam school some 8 or 10 years back. These are mostly not functioning now. 
Thiruvanmiyur Kuppam school is expecting to get 8 to 10 computers from 
another company. I forgot the name. Shastrinagar school has received 3 



computers from SSA, two of which are functioning. Generally they find the 
support from the local councillor to be good.  
 
There are also lot of NGOs assisting these schools. Vidhyarambam is taking 
Maths and Phonetics classes at Thiruvanmiyur Kuppam. Some 5 students from 
IIT are coming twice a week from 3:15 to 4:30 to teach at the Shastrinagar 
school. They also teach Maths and spoken English. As mentioned earlier 
Shastrinagar residents association is providing that school an additional teacher. 
Teach for India has not provided a teacher as these schools are too small. But 
they have also approached. Add to all this Asha is also providing materials and 
teachers to these schools. 
 
What was very counter-intuitive for me was that parents are joining the children 
in larger numbers to tamil medium than to English medium. Supposedly many of 
the parents here are migrant labourers. They are concerned that when they 
move back to their villages they will not be able to continue the English medium. 
That would explain the fact that there are more enrollment in the Tamil medium 
than in the English medium sections. 
 
Asha needs to be very focused on the education of the children and work ways to 
improve the learning of the children. Any general help will not be of too much 
use since they already get a lot of that from the government as well as other 
NGOs. 
 


