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Recall
The project started in 2004 with funding support from Pitt Macdonald Lodge, followed by India International Children’s Fund from June 2005 till May 2008. The project was funded by Asha Arizona Chapter for the academic years 2008-09. 

We have prepared a financial report in July 2010 and the budget has been approved by Asha Chennai, awaiting a formal approval by the Arizona chapter.

Site Visit – 06th August 2010

1.1 CMS Vaikkaran Street, Purasawalkam, Chennai- 07
Children Benefitting 

Nursery = 19

Middle School = 131 ( 59 Boys & 72 Girls )

Total = 150 students

Asha Support – School has 3 asha teachers who aid the government teachers. Additionally, we also support an aaya to ensure good care of the nursery kids.

Anandi – Nursery Section

Aaya - Nursery

Tamilarasi - Middle School section

Srinivasan – Middle School section

Impression & observations

We arrived at the CMS Vaikkaran at 1 pm, the children had just finished their lunch and were singing along the educational video in the T.V room. Even though it was a Friday of the Aadi month, when most parents do not send children to school, the school was buzzing with activity. 
The students seemed happy to be there. The Asha teachers seem to be playing a key role in the school administration and have a good rapport with the government teachers. Together they conduct the various classes and ensure that the quality of teaching is good.

The school administration appreciated the support from Asha and mentioned that parents are also happy with the overall progress the school and children have shown thanks to our contribution.

The ABL (Activity Based Learning) and ALM (Activity Learning Methodology) is used. The cards and learning aids are well maintained. Though there is further scope of cleanliness when storing the cards. This was pointed out to the teachers, who have agreed to improve that.

The CMS Vaikkaran street students have done very well in recent inter-school cultural competitions and has grown from paltry number of 22 ( 2004 ) to a healthy 150 ( 2010 ).
We had the pleasure of asking some of the 6th and 8th std kids some questions in maths and were pleased to hear the correct answer. It was further encouraging that concepts were understood by the students.

The children in the nursery section are also progressing well under the guidance of Anandi, a 3 year old girl was able to not only identify a “ U – for umbrella “ ( when asked at random) but also mention its use when it rains!

It was evident from the children and teacher enthusiasm that Asha has made a difference, and we hope we can continue to support this noble effort.

The transport service arranged by Asha has ensured that parents send their children to school, and has significantly improved the attendance.

Under poorna vidya we hope to provide 

Teaching support & learning aid
School uniform

Note book

Transport service

1.2 ICDS Balwadi, Odaikuppam, Besent Nagar – 90
Children Benefitting 

Total = 65 students

Asha Support – 

Learning material 

Stationery and books for children

Tamilarasi - Middle School section

Srinivasan – Middle School section

Impression & observations

By the time we reached most students had gone home, but there were still some who were sleeping and waiting for parents to pick them up. 

The area was clean and learning aids and toys were very well maintained and put on shelves in a neat fashion. The ICDS teachers not only manage the children but also ensure that kitchen built by Asha is used to prepare the snacks and provide boiled water to these students.
The children were healthier and seemed to be happy playing in groups and sharing the toys and learning aids. They also kept the puzzles and books back in the right place after they were done.

This Balwadi has been recognized as one of the better ones in the locality. 

The teachers were keen to receive the Uniforms from Asha support.

Under poorna vidya we hope to provide 

Teaching support

School uniform

Note book, crayons & colors 

Kitchen and cleaning supplies

1.3 CPS Odaikuppam, Besent Nagar – 90

Children Benefitting 

Total = 200 students

Asha Support – School has 1 Asha teachers who aid the government teachers. Additionally, we also support an aaya to ensure good care of the nursery kids.

Mekelai – Computer and activity room
Children Uniform

Notebooks and Stationery

The school stood out in our visit for its discipline and cleanliness. The students were busy interacting with the teachers and working in groups in their classes. Those moving from one class to another did so in a very orderly manner.

Mekelai was leading the computer room, where class 1 students were engrossed in audio-video learning aid, singing along in a very excited and happy tone.

The headmistress and the teachers are performing their duties very well and were doing a very good job of teaching the students as per the ABL format. The children sat on mats in groups of 4-5 and were participating with the teacher in the class. 

The children were able to answer questions confidently.

The Odaikuppam neighborhood is very poor and lacks hygiene and thus it was welcoming sight to see the school so well maintained and children so engrossed in gainful learning. 

The school has also started Yoga classes for the students and we saw the students quietly following the instructions and enjoying the class.

Asha efforts to rebuild this Tsunami hit school have truly paid dividends and we should continue our efforts to support them.

 Under poorna vidya we hope to provide 

Teaching support and learning aids

School uniform

Note book, crayons & colors 
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