
   
Asha Chennai Poorna Vidhya Project Site Visit March 2018 

 
I am Venkat Ramasamy, a volunteer at Asha Chennai. I made a visit to 2 
schools supported as part of the Poornavidhya project in March 2018 and 1 
earlier in the year. Kasthuri is the project steward. 
 
I visited the corporation schools at Odaikuppam, Sastrinagar in March 2018 
and N.S. Garden in late 2017 which are being supported by Poorna Vidhya. 

 
Here are the observations from the schools. 

 
Odaikuppam School 

 
The total number of children is approximately 147. They have improved a 
little bit in the enrollment this year. The fact that they had started Kindergarten 
classes a couple of years ago seems to have helped with improving their 
enrollment. However, they still have trouble getting all the kids to go to school 
on a regular basis. Many of the parents are unaware or unwilling to see the 
benefits of education. 
 
Most of the parents work as fishermen in the local area. Sometimes the 
families travel for long periods of time to other places with relatives or roots in 
another area. 
 
Standard Students 

1 22 

2 30 

3 24 

4 34 

5 37 
 
The school continues to have 6 teachers including the headmistress. We have 
been providing the school with a computer teacher Prakash. They have only 
one  working computer which is connected to projector given by the Govt. 
Further Asha teacher has a laptop.  
 
Asha conducted written assessments here in March 2018. The teachers who 
conducted the assessments are Nathiya, Divya and Selvi. Nathiya and I 
managed the 5th and 2nd standard students while Divya and Selvi took care 
of the 3rd and 4th standard students. The exam was conducted reasonably 
well. Towards the end one of the teachers at the school tried to help the 
students but we told him that he is not allowed to help and he backed off. 
  



 
Shastrinagar School 

 
Standard Students 

1 14 

2 18 

3 22 

4 16 

5 17 
 
The enrollment in the school has remained more or less constant in the 
primary grades and in Kindergarden.  
 
Currently Asha is also providing one teacher Nandhini to the school. She 
teaches 3rd standard at the school and is actively using Asha Kanini software. 
The kids seemed to enjoy playing on the computers and some of them had 
favorite programs. Most of them seemed to like TuxPaint and TuxMath. The 
school has four computers in working condition, but they are pretty old and 
will   need constant monitoring. Our Asha teacher has a laptop as well. 
 
The written assessment at this school was conducted by Eswari and one 
other teacher from Asha. They seemed to think the tests went well. I met with 
the HM after the test and she was very cooperative and it was clear that none 
of their teachers helped. 

 
NS Garden School 

 
NS Garden is a middle school and so they have managed to get quite a few 
computers from the Government and received a donation from another NGO. 
They had 6 computers in total. Prakash is the Asha computer teacher here. 
While we were there, they were reorganizing the rooms because they wanted 
to have space for their smart class projector and have the computers in one of 
the rooms that they wanted to convert to a computer lab. Kasthuri had joined 
me for the visit to this school. There was a teacher named Dakshayani who 
had worked with Asha in the past and seemed very motivated. The school has 
managed to maintain their strength.  

 
 
Standard Students 

1 25 

2 36 



3 22 

4 22 

5 23 
 
Conclusion 

 
All three of these schools seem to have motivated HMs and are really grateful 
to have Asha’s support. Odaikuppam has the difficulty of getting the children 
to come to school on a regular basis. Some of the kids seem to take off for 
months at a time. The other schools have reasonably good attendance 
standards. The facilities at the schools are adequate. We should continue to 
support these schools. 
 
 


