PROJECT SUMMARY: Girl’s Bicycle Project

Organization: Mann Vikas Samajik Sanstha (MVSS)
Project Contacts:

    India     Chetna Gala-Sinha chetnagalasinha@rediffmail.com, MVSS, MDMB
    USA      Hitten Zaveri Hitten.Zaveri@yale.edu, Asha-Yale
                 Venice Walters Venice.Walters@yale.edu, Asha-Yale
Location: Mhaswad (Satara), Maharashtra

History: The Mann Deshi Mahila Bank (MDMB; www.manndeshi.org) and Mann Vikas Samajik Sanstha (MVSS, NGO) were founded by Chetna Sinha, a 2002 Yale World Fellow. MDMB is a micro-enterprise development bank, promoting property ownership and training for women. The bank sponsors training in animal husbandry, organic farming and veterinary medicine. The bank was the first in its region to provide life, accident and hospitalization insurance for women. The bank has its origins in cooperatives formed to assist women in raising goats, selling vegetables and weaving. The bank and NGO work together on social and developmental projects. Past campaigns by the bank and NGO have focused on issues such as female foeticide and property rights. A milestone was reached recently when the Satara district and Maharashtra state government backed the bank and NGO’s demands for the right for women to share family property (a campaign started in 1997). MDMB and MVSS have also begun schemes to promote the education of girls. These include a proposed competition amongst villages to achieve full enrollment of girls, with the winning village receiving the equivalent of Rs 30,000/- in educational supplements for their school. 

Project: The bank and NGO are promoting a scheme whereby the parents of girl children can apply for zero percent loans towards the purchase of a bicycle. Higher primary and secondary schools are most often located in a central village, which may be at a distance of several kilometers from satellite villages. The purpose of the girls bicycle project is to allow girls to overcome the distance barrier to education.
Budget: The funding request is for $3000. The project proposal from MVSS and MDMB contains an innovative approach for creating a self-sustaining fund. Donations will be added to a fund maintained by the bank and the women’s self help groups. These funds will be provided to women through micro-credit schemes as small loans, and the interest of these loans will be employed to provide bicycles for girls through zero-interest loans. The projected values for an innovation fund starting at Rs 500,000/- (approx $11,500) are shown in the table below. If this scheme is not compatible with the guidelines of the funding organization, MVSS is open to using funds for the direct purchase of bicycles.

	Innovation Fund
	Women Receiving Loans Rs 10000 Per Women
	Interest Earned at 15% Interest
	Girls Receiving Bicycles Rs 1000 Per Girl
	Administration Cost Per Year
	Funds Created

	500,000
	50
	500,000
	75,000
	50
	50,000
	15,000
	10,000

	510,000
	51
	510,000
	76,500
	52
	52,000
	15,000
	9,500

	519,500
	51
	510,000
	76,500
	55
	55,000
	15,000
	6,500

	526,000
	52
	520,000
	78,000
	58
	58,000
	15,000
	5,000

	531,000
	53
	530,000
	79,500
	60
	60,000
	15,000
	4,500


Site Visit: Hitten Zaveri, January 2004
