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In May 2012, as part of my India trip I visited Amar Seva Sangam as a formal site visit to see the progress of the sangam overall and specifically to understand the activities and progress of Sangamam School for Special Children. 
I visited various facilities within the Amar Seva Sangam campus and elaborating the details of my visit below to Sangam School for Special Children. 

The Sangam has a daycare centre/school called SANGAMAM for the mentally challenged and for children suffering from cerebral palapsy. 
At Sangamam school, as of end of 2012, there are 78 students, who are all day scholars. The school employees 9 teachers and 4 helpers to take care of the children’s needs during the day.  
A bus from the Sangam goes to villages surrounding ayikudy and tenkasi and brings the mentally challenged to the school and drops them back at home in the evening daily. 

The SANGAMAM school has well-trained teachers who are devoted and passionate in training and taking care of these children. 

The children from ages around 5 to 20 are assessed for their motor skills, communication, understanding of number, time and money concepts, domestic/social skills. They are then placed in different classes based on their mental abilities (mental age) and imparted training to take care of themselves and be independent to do their day-to-day activities. 

Some are given vocational training; some are trained in work that will help them to sustain themselves in their lives.

On the day of my visit, the Sangamam children had gone for a fieldtrip with some teachers. I met the headmaster and one Senior teacher to understand the activities of the school.  I also met a few students from the school who were not taken to the fieldtrip due to their intense condition. 
On other services of Amar Seva Sangam, it is worthy to note that the Sangam provides infinite services to the needy physically and mentally challenged children. The Sangam has been in operation for more than 25 years and has grown from rendering services to few children to hundreds of them today. The Sangam provides vocational training to poor physically challenged men and women, empowering them to sustain themselves and also to help the society. Amar Seva Sangam provides opportunity for the physically challenged who are poor, to receive quality education to face the life with confidence. It also provides shelter, clothing and food for the poor physically challenged children.
Amar Seva Sangam is ably managed by Mr. Ramakrishnan, Mr. Sankararaman and their team. The magnitude of the services rendered by the Sangam is overwhelming and we felt very inspired hearing the stories of Mr. Ramakrishnan and Mr. Sankararaman. Mr. Ramakrishnan suffers of quadriplegia from an accident and Mr. Sankararaman has muscular dystrophy. 
I saw numerous trophies and awards awarded to Mr. Sankararaman and Amar Seva Sangam. Notable among them is the recent one being the Indian idol in 2010 and CNN heroes- finalist in the year 2007. It was a privilege to meet Mr. Ramakrishnan to talk to them about the Sangam and I spoke to Mr. Sankararaman over phone as he was in Chennai on the day of my visit due to his health conditions. 
Amar Seva Sangam campus houses school for the handicapped, IGNOU center, computer center, notebook making and binding center, vocational training center, physiotherapy center etc.
The Sangam also boasts a barrier free dining hall and a clean kitchen to serve tasty nutritious meals to the inmates of the Sangam and the children of its school. The inmates, administrators, executives, students, teachers, patrons are served food in the common dining hall without bias. Women and volunteers from the nearby villages work in the kitchen to cook food and serve lovingly to the children. 

Amar Seva Sangam runs due to donations from generous and kind people. The Sangam is in need of further donations to sustain its present activities and to further expand their services. New class rooms have to be constructed, buildings have to be built, the Sangamam facility has to be expanded and equipments have to be acquired to meet the growing demands on the Sangam. The Sangam needs funds to provide basic needs of food, shelter and clothing to its inmates continuously.
I truly wish Mr. Sankararaman, Mr. Ramakrishnan and their entire team good health and energy to pursue the noble cause that they have established. 

