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CLT INDIA, (Regd. As Children’s Lovecastles Trust) is headed by Bhagya Rangachar and is a model NGO that blends modern technology with needs and people on the ground to make education more effective and efficient. The 'Seamless Integration of Tradition & Technology' & 'The Coming Together of the Community and the Children' is what CLT excel. With a focus on long-term sustainability, CLT does not believe in replacing the existing mainstream government schools but rather, endeavor to strengthen them with teacher training, novel educational media and materials and putting in place the necessary support system. 

I visited the Children’s Learning Center and Teachers' Resource Center in June 2010 on two separate days and spend more than half a day at each instance. I had a chance to meet many of the volunteers and staff who are engaged in the e-patashala project. From my conversations with the staff, I could get a good sense of local support and commitment. I was also pleasantly surprised by how Bhagya is able attract college students from the US and Singapore to intern at the facility for long period of time (up to 6 months in most cases. Another outstanding feature of CLT is the ability of Bhagya to draw upon the local industries as well as the government to support CLT’s mission. She has in fact constituted a Science Math and Technology Advisory board consisting of scientists, industry R&D representatives and educators and I had the privilege of meeting several of them and to have a discussion over lunch ( that is prepared on site and served to al the staff and volunteers) at the facility.

The staff is professionally well qualified with some former teachers and a principal also on the payroll. They design hands-on science activities, develop content, organize workshops for teachers and capture best pedagogical practices. During school hours the programs at the center are integrated into the government school system for technology-aided teaching while an open-ended unstructured learning environment attracts the youth after school hours. A very useful outcome is the creation of a teachers' network for e-learning implementation. 

In the past, Asha for Education has supported the children’s learning center, creation of educational modules and teacher training. I hope we continue to continue and grow our support of CLT as CLT expands its horizons and impacts more and more schools not only in the local area but also across Karnataka and indeed across the rest of India.

