
Manas Vikas Kendra, Wazirpur (supported by VRF) is the organization 
coordinated by people who are in their 2nd innings. These mainly involve retired 
people who are dedicated to make a change in the lives of children from slums 
area, so that they are exposed to literate world.  

During my visit to this place on 5th August 2009, I had the opportunity to meet Mr. JD 
Chaudhury, the person who started this organization and which was later joined by other 
people as well. Mr. JD Chaudhury lives near to this Wazirpur slum area, and visits this place 
2-3 times a month and the other members visit the school once in two months. As the 
members of VRF are educated higher middle class people, they manage the self contribution 
of Rs 10000-15000/- by each member whenever the need arises. 

The school is situated in the industrial area and supports the interest of children whose parents 
are working in the factories in this area. We managed to reach this place without much 
problem, because it was Wednesday, and the factories are closed on Wednesday. 

 

  

They have 2 rooms, a very small room on groundfloor, and one room on the first floor. 
Recently, due to changes in government rules, some area (stairs, balcony) was demolished by 
MCD. But this has not deterred the enthusiasm of students to come to the school. The school 
is in the extremely dirty area with open drainage system, and in monsoon season with 
overflowing drains with human waste the area becomes extremely unhygienic. And due to 



this reason coordinators donot provide complete meals to children here, they only provide a 
Parle-G biscuit packet and one banana.  

 

 Dr. RH Das and Mr. JD Chaudhury coming down the stairs. One of the school teacher and 
Mr. Dasgupta watches them. 

 

 



 

When I met the children coming to the school, I was surprised to see the cleanliness of the 
children coming from the unhygienic surrounding. The school mainly focuses on the nursery 
education so that they are able to recognize the alphabets (English and hindi), sing poems. 
After getting preliminary training the children are admitted to nearby MCD school. But the 
problem at the moment is that most of the students donot have birth certificate, so the VRF 
members are arranging for the application of affidavits so that the children are admitted to the 
school.  

 

 

Left-Right: Mr. Dasgupta, Dr. RH Das and Mr. JD 
Chaudhury 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A mentally retarded boy studying here since two 
years and he introduces himself as “My name is 
Vijay” in English. He is able to recognize past 
members of the school. I spoke to his father also 
who is worker in the nearby utensil factory and 
wants to send him to special school. 

A little girl Preesha in school dress.  

Her elder brother is also studying in this school. 

 

The number of students increases usually in September and to provide education to all, the 
VRF members have decided to introduce two shifts. The students are currently being taught 
from 10 am-12.30 pm. There are two teachers which belong to the slum area only and are paid 
the amount of Rs 1400/- each. There is a supervisor named Pradeep, he also lives in the slum 



area, a very active person who looks into the smooth functioning of school. His work involves 
looking into the repair requirements of school, getting mid-day meals for children. He also 
goes to the home of the children who are absent from school for more than 3 days without 
informing.   He is also goes to adjacent slum area to spread awareness among the parents to 
motivate and allow their kids to attend the school.  He gets Rs 2000/- per month. 

 

Pradeep (left) the supervisor and a teacher with the children in the school.  


