
SITE VISIT TO MANAV VIKAS KENDRA (RUN BY VRF) – Uday Gosain 
 
VRF – Vivekananda Resurgence Foundation was setup on 18.12.2000 with an aim of 
promoting the message of Swami Vivekananda to the masses. Soon it was declared as the 
extension counter of Rama Krishna Mission, Delhi. The Governing Body of the 
foundation comprises people who have made significant contribution in their fields. VRF 
also maintains contact with various NGOs and institutions on its lines which “spread the 
message of Vivekanda to all people”. 
 
 Manav Vikas Kendra – This is a preparatory school setup by VRF on 1.12.2002 in 
Wazirpur Industrial Area, East Delhi, furthering one of its many objectives to promote 
education at primary and secondary levels. The inauguration was done by an MLA 
(Mangat RamSinghal), it was well attended and was covered in local and national dailies. 
 
The aim of the preparatory school is to gather the children from the Wazirpur JJ colony 
and encourage them to come to school. Sessions with parents in the colony are also held 
to apprise them of the importance of education of their siblings. 
 
For the visit I coordinated with Mrs Monika Arora from Tapovan and we met Mr. J D 
Choudhury, (Retired from Indian Oil Corp.) a member of the Governing Body. For 
Wazirpur operations he is the focal point and he has a team in place for running the show. 
He is fully aware of the work of Dr. Sandeep Pandey and his efforts in starting Asha. 
VRF is already running a volunteer dispensary below the school where Mr Choudhury’s 
son a senior doctor along with staff provide their services and medicines at a very 
nominal fee. 
 
Monthly Expenses: 
 
Cleaing lady – Rs 300/- 
Monthly Rent – Rs 200/- 
Teachers Pay – Rs 1200/- 
 
Some Quick Facts: 
 

- The teacher Bhagwati is MA Hindi and her husband is a non-regular worker in the 
JJ colony. (She has gone on maternity leave – the school has hence been closed 
till the time she comes back as VRF did not want to employ another teacher from 
outside as they want to keep an insider as a teacher, someone who understands the 
situation in the colony) 

- There is another retired man, (I have forgotten the name) who comes and helps in 
running the school. He is an all round help. 

- Presently 40 children enrolled in the school. 
- 15 children joined the MCD school from the 2002-03 session. 
- Money is spent religiously. Mr Choudhury has an account of all the expenses 

incurred for running the school. 



- A Chartered Accountant (Steurerberater) handles the finances and provides free 
services to the school. 

- The adults in the area are totally illiterate. 
- Basic hygiene is taught in classes. 
- Discipline is inculcated; the importance of punctuality etc is also taught. 
- There is no religious barring in the school and in general. 
- Only one classroom on the first floor. 
- The area below can be seen in the photos 
- The school building is an illegal construction. 
- The owner of the building has not allowed expansion of the classroom, even on 

more rent. 
- The people in the area especially the local dealers and contractors are not at all 

helpful, when it comes to donating money to the school. 
- The MLA has also stopped to be cooperative with the initiative. 
- Around 3000 families living in the Wazirpur C Block Area – The area to which 

this and a better school can cater to. 
 
Future: 
 

- Contemplating a second shift if resources available. 
- Asha can fund a proper/legal building for the school, which would cater to the 

entire area. (The experience of Tapovan can directly be utilized here) 
 
 
After talking for quite a while with Mr Choudhury it was apparent that for him the main 
issue was the shortage of young working members. He highlighted the fact that the 
VRF’s Governing body consist of old people and the finances are tight as all the 
operations are being run from the resources of the Members and small donations.  Mr. 
Choudhury also said that if there are young people put to his disposal he would be able to 
guide them and motivate them to get on with the job. 
 
As I could see management of this is genuinely dedicated to the cause and when given 
the resources, both human and financial there is a scope for the Manav Vikas Kendra to 
flourish. Main focus of this foundation is to prepare children to be good human beings 
and responsible citizens, which I too believe should be the meaning of education. 
 
On debriefing with Monika, she pointed out that the shortage of young people coming 
forward is not a problem and there are a lot many volunteers who could work in these 
areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

Comment: Voluntary dispensary next 
to entry on the left



 

 

Comment: Inside dispensary; Mr J D 
Choudary’s son works on  a volunteer 
basis 

Comment: Approach. Entry is on the 
wall seen on the right.



 

 

Comment: Inside the one and only 
class room. Teacher at the back – She is 
on maternity leave now 

Comment: Classroom



 

 

Comment: Class room with Monika 
Arora talking to children

Comment: View from the only window



 


