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Asha runs 6 centres in the rural areas of Hardoi District and 4 centres in the Lucknow city for underprivileged children.

Asha Samajik Vidyalaya, Lala Mau Mawai, Dist. Hardoi: There are two teachers at this centre – Fakire and Ram Naresh and it is run in two shifts. About 65 children attend the morning shift which is run from 8 am to 12 noon and 40 children come to the evening centre from 7 to 9 pm. The children coming to the morning centre don’t go to any other school at all while some of the children coming to the evening centre attend the govt. primary school and come to seek additional help at the Asha centre. These children belong mostly to families engaged in agricultural work. The emphasis is on strengthening Hindi and Maths.

Two self help groups for women have also been formed in this village by Asha volunteers. These women collect Rs. 30 per member every month.

Asha Samajik Vidyalaya, Gutayya, Dist. Hardoi: There is one teacher here, Puttan Lal who teaches about 35 children of the village from 8 am to 12 noon everyday. None of these children go to any school at all. During the summer the attendance had dropped drastically because of the weather.

Asha Samajik Vidyalaya, Meera Kheda, Dist. Hardoi: Two teachers teach here – Ram Babu and Durgesh. There are about 40 children who attend this school. Some of these children go to government school. Hindi, Maths, English are taught and the teachers use the method of learning by activity.  It is proposed to set up some infrastructure in this village so that school can be run out of an independent place. For this a proposal has been submitted to Asha chapters which raise funds.

Two self help groups for women have been formed here. The women collect Rs. 30 per member per month.

Asha Samajik Vidyalaya, Natpurwa, Dist. Hardoi: This centre is being run for two years. Neelkamal is the coordinator of this centre. Mamta, Hansraj and Srinivas teach at this centre which runs from 8 am to 12 noon. There are about 80 children who attend the education programme at this centre. Children upto class VIII come to this centre. A number of these children go to regular school as well.

Asha Samajik Vidyalaya, Madarpur, Dist. Hardoi: This is an evening centre which is run by Srinivas who also teaches at Natpurwa. This centre has been recently started.

Asha Samajik Vidyalaya, Lalpur, Dist. Hardoi: This is the oldest centre run in Hardoi dist. A govt. primary school was started nearby after the Asha Ashram was established. Most of the children have started going to the govt. school. They assemble at the Ashram in the evening for additional help and other activities.

Asha Samajik Vidyalaya, Railway Station, Charbagh, Lucknow: This centre is run by Sonia either at platform no. 9 or on the premises of a Mazar nearby depending upon availability from 10 am to 12 noon. About 15 children come on an average. Strict vigilance by Railway police prevents children from coming freely to this centre. The children in addition to being given regular education are also convinced to give up bad habits. 4 children including a girl have given up drugs. Their behaviour, which used to be quite wild in the beginning is slowly getting reformed. Three of the children from here, Sharavan, Manoj and Koka are soon going to set up a tea shop for their self reliance. Two girls aged about 10 years from here were sent to a reform home. There are a  number of girls who are often found on the Railway Station premises who are open to exploitation, including sexual, by various kinds of elements, including the police.

 

Asha Samajik Vidyalaya, Springdale College, Indira Nagar, Lucknow:  This centre is run from 3 pm to 5:30 pm and Sonia, Amit and Sanket teach here. There are about 50 children here including 3 belonging to class VII and two to class VIII. Hindi, Maths and English are each taught 2 days a week and on Saturdays physical examination takes place where the children are checked for cleanliness. They also get a chance to do art and craft work. The children who don’t go to any regular school are prepared adequately to enter a regular school. One child has been admitted and two more are going to be admitted shortly. Mrs. Ritu Khanna, the  Principal of Springdale College also keeps helping the children from time to time. She recently distributed some water bottles and note books, pencils and some text books, workbooks also. She has also started providing snacks to the children everyday (milk twice a week, banana twice a week and bread-butter/bread-jam twice a week). She has also provided the playing ground of her college to our children and the children enjoy playing there everyday.

Asha Samajik Vidyalaya, opposite Nadwa College, Gomti river bank, Lucknow: Chunni Lal and Narendra teach at this centre and Sonia visits this centre twice a week for an hour. 65 children attend this centre. They belong to community which is involved in stone ‘sill’ making and begging.  They are taught Hindi, Maths and English. They have been given notebooks and have learned reading and writing from scratch. The children have developed interest now in the education programme and are eager to come on their own to the centre. About 10-12 children and their parents have been convinced to not put the children to the task of begging. They have also learned about hygiene and now come to the centre more clean than  before.

Asha Samajik Vidyalaya, Gandhi Gram, near Kailash Kunj, Lucknow: This centre started about a month back and runs from 8 am to 12 noon in a predominantly lower class Muslim locality. Two female volunteers from the community, Gulistan and Mehnaz teach at this centre. There are about 65 children who come to this centre and none of them go to any school. Some of them go to the Madarsa. Majority of the students at this centre are girls. The parents are not in favour of sending their children to any regular school.

Observance of Hiroshima Day on 6th August, 2004 at Gandhi Bhawan, Lucknow: About 350 children from all Asha centres and students from Jupiter Academy (another project to be supported by Asha), Children’s Academy attended this programme. Inspired by the story of Sadako, the girl who died from leukemia years after the Hiroshima bombing after she was affected by radiation from bombing, the children had made paper cranes as symbol of peace and offered it to a portrait of Sadako. Another school from Lucknow, Loreto Convent sent 600 paper cranes for the programme. Mahesh made a moving narration of the story of  Sadako before the children. A Japanese Buddhist monk Seku Guchi, presently living in Ayodhya for 2.5 years, delivered an oath of peace and non-violence to the children. The children performed a variety of cultural programmes. They danced, sang and presented play on themes related to peace and disarmament. ‘Ek Khoobsarat Jahaz’ a documentary by Gauhar Raza and ‘Ribbons for Peace’ by Anand Patwardhan were screened before the beginning of the programme. This programme was conducted with a view of instilling the values of peace and non-violence in the children so that the next generation pursues more seriously the task of disarmament and global peace.

Prepared by Sonia and Sandeep.
