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REPORT OF SAMAJIK VIDYALAYAS, LUCKNOW, 

September 2005

 

Asha Samajik Vidyalaya, Railway Station, Charbagh, Lucknow: In the last report we had mentioned about an attempt to rehabilitate Manoj and Shyam Sundar, two young children, by setting up a tea stall for them. The tea stall was first set up opposite the Gomti Nagar Police Station but the owner of the house outside which this stall was set up did not allow this stall to continue. The Inspector from Nagar Nigam also continued to give trouble to the children. Then this stall was shifted to the Railway Station premises after speaking to senior Police Officials of the Railways. But the nexus of local contractors, mafia and lower level police officials did not allow this stall to continue as they created problems for this stall. The children was very disappointed and the setback has affected the education class being run by us. The class still remains suspended.

Suraj, Pooja and Akash had gone back to their village after staying for sometime with Asha volunteers Chunni Lal and Mahesh. Suraj has returned and is presently staying on Railway Station premises. We are still uncertain about how to handle this center and children on platform.

  

Asha Samajik Vidyalaya, opposite Nadwa College, Banks of Gomit river, Lucknow: There are about 60 children presently studying here, with about 40 boys and 20 girls. The children are divided into two groups – one containing small children and other slightly older children. The smaller children are learning alphabets, numerals in maths. The older children are learning mathematics sums and words. These children used to beg earlier and most of them have given up begging.

 

          We are also taking care of the health and hygiene aspects of the children. We ensure that their nails are cut, tell them that they should wash their hands before eating, how and why to clean their homes. We provide these information through charts, books, plays. On Saturdays we hold Bal-Sabhas, assembly of children where children narrate their stories, play games make suggestions for improvement of the school. They prepared cultural items for the Hiroshima Day commemoration.

          We have recently purchased some books for the children. The people of the slum now cooperate with us and send their children after giving bath, making them wear clean clothes. The men make stone ‘sils’ and women make baskets and ‘soup’ (to separate waste from grains). They sell these items during the day by roaming around and throw away their earning in liquor.

 

Asha Samajik Vidyalaya, Springdale College, Indira Nagar: We have divided the children here in 5 classes. In the Playgroup, consisting of children of ages below 6 years, we play games with children and show pictures. We teach them orally. These children are looked after by Ranjana. Children older than these, of age group 6-7 years, are given slates. They are taught Hindi alphabets – writing and oral. In Maths they are taught numerals from 1 to 50. In Science they are taught about fruits, wild animals and pets. In English they are taught Capital alphabets. They are taught by Reetika. In Class I children learn 2-4 letter words in Hindi, in English they learn words and their meanings and make small sentences. In Maths they are learning numerals till 500 and writing numbers in words from One to Twenty. They also begin to do easy sums. In Science th  ey are  taught about environment, earth and planets, seasons. Shachi is the teacher for this Class. In Classes II and III, in Hindi the children are taught about matras and narrated small stories. In English they are taught words and their meanings of slightly bigger words. In Maths they are more difficult sums, writing numerals in words from One to Fifty and about time. In Science they are taught about colours, parts of body, health, etc. They are also taught about some general knowledge. They learn about different States in India. These Classes are taught by Rajkumari and Poonam. In Class IV there are only a couple of children and they are usually taught with Class III. In Classes V to VIII we use textbooks prescribed by the U.P. government as they have appear for examinations conducted by the Board. We give special attention to Maths as the children are quite weak in this subject. In Bal Sabha they are encouraged to speak on social issues, especially on communal harmony and frien  dship  India and Pakistan. They were also shown two documentaries recently – Meena and ‘Ek bachca aur teen badmash.’ Film screenings are followed by discussion. About half the children in these classes are Muslim. Tanzeem, Komal and Priyanka – 3 students from these classes participated in a Bal Sansad organized by Oxfam to discuss issues related to education, especially that of underprivileged  children. These recommendations were sumitted to CABE. In Class IX there are 4 girl students and we have got them admitted to a regular school, Shanti Balika Vidyalaya, near Kailash Kunj.

 

In the summer a camp was organized at Springdale College where 35 students were given hands on training in craft work, stitching, etc. They also learned about environment.

  

Asha Samajik Vidyalaya, Kailash Kunj, Gandhi Gram: There are 45 children – 27 boys and 18 girls. This school is still run from a small room out or the residence of Mehnaz and Gulistan – the two teachers here. The children are divided in two groups – children belonging to Classes I & II and those of Classes III & IV sit together. Books of private publication except for Maths are used here. These children do not go to any school at all. The parents work outside. Male members are in the business of ‘kabadi’ (scrap) and women work as domestic help in middle class households. Liquor is also a problem here. Bal Sabha is organized here just like a Springdale center. The children from here who have started attending the regular school feel very happy about it. The parents of these children have also been told that it is their responsibility to ensure  that the children continue in school, esp. the girls. Gulistan has also started a stitching center here because of which another teacher Rajkumari has started teaching the students of Classes III and IV. The stitching center attracts 14 girls from the neighbourhood. Tanveer and Gulistan have also undergone training in jute bag making and the girls have started making jute bags and mobile phone covers. 4 girls are engaged in this task.

  

Asha Samajik Vidyalaya, Luv Kush Nagar: This is a new center which has started in July, 2005, in a slum. Women and children both have started receiving training in literacy skills. The women of this slum had expressed interest in receiving training. Some of these women are engaged in dairy business others run their small shops or work as domestic help. We also discuss issues facing women and hold meetings with them. The children coming to this center do not go to any regular school. The men are mostly rag pickers or hawkers. Some of them are jobless. There are small children as at other centers and some older girls who want to study beyond Class V.

  

Asha Samajik Vidyalaya, Ring Road, Vikas Nagar: This center was started in February and about 70 children study here. These children do not go to any other school. The fathers of most children are rickshaw pullers. Girls take more interest in education here than boys. The children are divided into three groups – the first group consists of children who are beginners, the second consists of children who have learnt some reading and writing and the third group consists of children who can make matras. This center has been run under a tree so far. Another organization with which this center was being jointly run is likely to take full responsibility of running this center. The feeling of caste is very strong here and there are clearly two separate communities living here who don’t intermingle. 

  

Admission of underprivileged students in regular schools: Five students, Uzma, Shahnaz, Rehnaz, Monica and Ashiya, in Nursery have been admitted to Avadh College and the College has agreed to bear the expenses of these children. 14 students from Springdale College center and 15 students from Kailash Kunj center have been admitted to Shanti Balika Vidyalaya, Motilal Intermediate College and Vardhman Intermediate College.

  

Prepared by Sonia Singh.

