
ABWU Site Visit Report – 30 September 2010 

I, Abesh Choudhury, an Asha for Education London Chapter project steward for ABWU visited the 

project school in Calcutta, India, on 30 September 2010. 

As in my previous visit from November, 2009, the children in the school appeared to me to be well 

cared for, clean, eager to study and happy to speak about their learning. The teachers were 

conscientious, caring, patient and enthusiastic with their classes. There was an emphasis on 

interactive learning – the asking and answering of questions in class, drawing of charts and diagrams 

and receiving of feedback from students. 

Impact 

The project has a deep reach into the local community of Calcutta city and it has a profound 
beneficial impact upon the local community. The children who are benefited by the project come 
from some of the poorest and most vulnerable families in the community. But for ABWU, many of 
these children would have no formal education and be exposed to unsafe environments. I heard 
from the teachers numerous stories where children were rescued from child trafficking 
organisations and enrolled at the school.   

Innovation 

The specific objectives of this project are: 
 
1. to impart formal education 
2. to create an interest in education amongst children and to invoke an awareness of the importance 
of education amongst parents 
3. to monitor the health of children as many suffer from mal-nutrition, scabies, tuberculosis, malaria 
and water borne diseases 
4. to provide nutritious supplementary diet 
5. to provide basic medication as and when needed, and 
6. ultimately bring the children into the mainstream society 
 
Quality 

The project is run and managed by very dedicated and skilled teachers and other professionals. 
There is a system of rotation of staff roles to preserve the integrity and efficiency of the project. Mrs 
Amita Sen, one of the project leaders is a very talented teacher and a very kind and patient person. 
We have no hesitation in endorsing the excellent quality of this project.   

Sustainability 

The project is, to a very significant extent, dependent on funds from Asha for Education. The project 
managers informed me that it was a real struggle for them to secure funding from other sources.   

Scope & Growth 

I was informed that there was a crying need for more children to be enrolled at the project school. 
There was also a great need for more teachers in the English language. As such, it appeared to me 
that the project was not only an ongoing one, but one that was in need of growth and expansion. 



Merit 

I have no doubt that this is a bona fide and very worthwhile and well-run project. Also, this very 

noble project is very much in need of support from us.   

  


