NEWS LETTER
We are proud to announce that we have completed 76 years’ of dedicated work towards rehabilitation and reintegration of girls into the mainstream of society. Today we have our own girls who are doctors, nurses, school teachers, superintendents of hospital, teacher’s helpers, Government Job holders, ICDS workers.

Since the inception in 1932, ABWU, a Voluntary Social Organisation, has been working ceaselessly for the betterment of the less priviledged women and girls in moral danger. We provide them with shelter, education in school and colleges and also with various types of vocational trainings.

We have a child protection policy based on the cardinal principles of ‘Protection of Child Rights’ and ‘best interest of the child’. Our aim is to promote the best interest of the child and prevent violation of Child Rights through punitive measures against perpetrators of abuse and crimes against children and to ensure rehabilitation for all children in need of care & protection.

We have taken up various new programmes and projects.

· Child Watch programme  :- Main emphasis of this programme is mainstreaming of the dropouts, and holistic development of the children. Most of the families who are covered under this programme live on footpaths in very unhygienic conditions. Health care, adult literacy classes and community development discussions are being regularly held. Free medical clinics are being run regularly. Few girls who were being used as child labour, have been rescued & mainstreamed and at present studying in formal schools.
· We run a project which is specially designed for women in difficult circumstances such as widows, destitute and deserted women, women ex-prisoners, victims of sexual abuse and crimes, including those trafficked and rescued from brothels, migrants and refugee women who have been rendered homeless due to natural and man made calamities. They are given intense counseling, as these girls are brutally abused & they are mentally and physically scarred as a result. We are working on this to raise their self esteem. 

· ABWU is now actively working in the repatriation of Bangladeshi victims housed at different Govt. run homes as well as in Jails with the help of Home Department, Govt. of West Bengal, the External Affairs Ministry (Kolkata Br.) , the Deputy High Commissioner of Bangladesh and N.G.Os from Bangladesh. Free legal aid is provided to residents of Correctional Homes to facilitate early hearing of their cases and thereby to hasten the repatriation process. It is also working for the repatriation of Indian Citizens housed in Bangladeshi Jails and Homes.
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· We are accredited a society for giving free legal aid to women and children with the State Legal Aid Services Authority and Kolkata High Court. We provide free legal aid to victims of trafficking from Bangladesh and Nepal & have arranged for their repatriation to Bangladesh and Nepal. We have succeeded in restoring victims of trafficking rescued from Karnataka, Pune, Mumbai and West Bengal and restored them to their respective homes.
· Our Children’s Welfare Home was started in the year 1950 with 50 children. It began for the benefit of victims of Bengal famine – orphaned by the great famine and the babies of rape victims at the time of Bengal partition – 41 displaced children and 10 famine orphans. This slowly has grown with love & affection, now encompassing about 180 children in their home.

· We proudly announce that we have started our own ‘musical band’, with percussions, flutes, etc. They usually perform in a marching band during special occasions. This has been possible only because of the support of “Asha for Education”.
· Education is our first priority as we believe education is the fundamental rights of all the children. We run 3 educational programmes – Primary School and Sikshalaya Prakalpa – about 275 children get formal education. Bridging classes for mainstreaming of the drop outs – every year between 25 to 30 children get this support.
· This year children enjoyed the trip to Darjeeling which would not have been possible without the support of “Asha for Education”. These children have never seen hills in their lives hence they had a memorable trip.

· Children who are studying for school learning exams  are all getting extra coaching support thanks to ‘Asha for Education’. Two of them have been invited to sing in a T.V. realty show (music competition), being selected after music competition.
· Asha for Education also takes care of all the extra curricular activities of the girls, like learning music, arranging workshops for art and craft and arranging summer camps for dance and sports. 
· 30 children are being supported by “Asha For Education” for their holistic progress..
