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Background of the Applying areas:

Thiruvallur District:
Thiruvallur is one of the coastal districts of Tamil Nadu State, which is bounded on the east by the Bay of Bengal and the city of Chennai, on the North by the Nellore district of Andhra Pradesh, on the south by Kancheepuram district and on the west by Vellore district and Chitoor district of Andhra Pradesh. The administrative headquarters of the district is located at Thiruvallur town. The district lies in the extreme north-east corner of the state. The district is divided into 14 blocks and has 540 panchayat villages (group of 4 to 5 villages form a panchayat).
Agriculture and Irrigation:

Paddy is an important crop cultivated in the district. Besides paddy, the following are also produced in the district. Millets like ragi, cholam etc., pulses, groundnut, gingerly, sugarcane and chilies. The district is dependent on seasonal rainfall for agricultural operations. The rivers and tanks are mainly dependent on the seasonal rains and distress conditions set in, in the event of failure of rains. Past decade Thiruvallur experienced drought conditions. The district has 1500 rice mills located in different blocks in the District. A small percentage of migrant population is employed in these rice mills.
Child Labour and Bonded Labour in Thiruvallur District:

Thiruvallur District has been identified as one of the 5 districts in Tamil Nadu with high incidence of child labour under the ‘Indo US project on Child Labour’ which implemented by the Government of Tamil Nadu. 

Bonded labour abounds in Thiruvallur District, is rated by ILO to be at the highest levels in Tamil Nadu. Even though this fact is widely accepted, it is not officially declared so. Hence, ILO has selected Thiruvallur to implement the Project on “Prevention of Over Indebtedness in Tamil Nadu” for eradication of bonded labour, emphasising on the indebtedness in agriculture sector.
There is a subtle difference between bondage and debt bondage which the landlords and the employers take advantage of the definitions.

Debt bondage is… the status or condition arising from a pledge by a debtor of his personal services or of those of a person under his control as security for a debt, if the value of those services as reasonably assessed is not applied towards the liquidation of the debt or the length and nature of those services are not respectively limited and defined. (UN Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade and Institutions and practices Similar to Slavery, (1956).

The South Asian Task Force on Bonded Child Labour defines a bonded child labourer as “a child (below 18 years of age as defined in the UNCRC) working against debt taken by himself/herself or his/her family members, or working against any social obligation (e.g., caste factor, ethnic or religious practices, etc.) without or with the child’s consent, under conditions that restrain his/her freedom and development, making him/her vulnerable to physical and other forms of abuse and depriving him/her of his/ her basic rights.”

Jeeva Jyothi believes that bonded child labour is a violation of children’s rights and human rights. It violates human dignity. It hinders holistic development and healthy competition in society. It fuels poverty, violence, unemployment among adults, illiteracy, explosion in population, unhygienic conditions and socio-economic inequalities.

Rice Mills in Thiruvallur District:

Most of the rural population in Tamil Nadu witnessed wholesale dislocation of families from productive livelihood in rural villages to lives of destitute on the outskirts of Chennai and suburban areas as bonded labourers. 

Families often fall into bondage after some critical event, a breaking point, usually a daughter’s marriage with a dowry totalling several years’ hardships or failure in agriculture. Standing at the edge the agents and accountants offer Rs.5,000 to 10,000 to get them through their financial crunch. The father promises to repay the loan over time. Repayment, that is with the labour of his family, including his children. 

Majority of the rural migrants to these units are from Ramanathpuram, Thirunelveli, Sivagangai, Thiruvannamali, Villupuram, Selam, Theni and some parts of Andra Pradesh. There is a well organised network which supply labour by paying a ransom advance with an assured employment. 

The conditions spell nothing short of slavery. It is not bonded labour from the eyes of the owners who exploit them to the maximum by paying Rs.7 or 8 per bag of 75 kilograms of rice bag. The payment is regularly deducted from the loan amount and there are no books to maintain on such advances and repayment. There is a hidden interest rate which is added to the loan amount. For day to day expenses some money is given on weekly basis. As there is nowhere to go for these poor workers and if they protested against all this, they are denied of employment in these units. In short they are bonded labourers.

It is estimated around 1500 rice mills are scattered in Thiruvallur district, housing a minimum of 8 to 10 families in each rice mills. It is estimated by private sources one million children in Tamil Nadu and 15 million in all of India are bonded labourers.

Working Condition:

Work in these rice mills for these workers start at 3.00 am and finishes at 4.00 pm in the evening. They may have to work longer on everyday. Paddy is washed to remove chaff that float, in the process. It is then boiled in special boilers. This boiled paddy is then taken out and spread on vast area of concrete cement floor, which the workers do on bare foot. This spreading is repeatedly done in such a way to ensure its uniform drying. Children join in this spreading work with their parents. One might be easily understand that it involves great pain and difficulty to withstand such heat of the boiled paddy to be spread with bare foot. 
Living Condition:

These workers are just provided with 8x10 foot tiny dark rooms, with no toilets, ventilation, lights. Not even basic amenities are provided. The young, old, men and women all get piled together - live in these dungeons. These rooms are normally roofed with asbestos sheets that are harmful to health.

Health and status of children and women:
The children in these rice mills live in abject poverty and in pathetic conditions. They have no access to any health or hygiene facilities. They are prone to malnutrition, skin disorders, tuberculosis, seizures, diarrhoea, sun burns and eye ailments. They do not visit the doctor for any sickness that affect them and go without any treatment for their flu, cold and other ailments and resort to medication only when the sickness gets worse and out of control. 

With their meagre wages they are not able be make ends meet and are not able to afford nutritional for their children. 
They work under the sun for the whole day without any protective equipment or clothing to safeguard them from the harsh sun. This also exposes them to the ultra violet rays from the sun and they end up with skin disorders, sunburns and sunstroke.
· 0-2 year old children are not immunised.
· 3-5 year old children play in the unhygienic conditions while their parents toil in the sun drying paddy, which results in health hazards like, chickenpox, measles, mumps, and jaundice. 
· There is no family planning awareness among the women that results in large families and unwanted burden to the already heavy debt-ridden families.

Need for this Project Proposal:
· The unorganised workers of these rice mills are illiterate and they are unable to provide their children with education due to their utter poverty. 

· More and more children are driven to become child labourers as their presence in the rice mills – give support to their parents and sometimes supplement the wages of the family. In many instances the children are forced in to work as their debt-ridden parents are compelled by the owners to get additional labour for the money they have borrowed.
· In these circumstances, it is imperative that we intervene in the rice mills areas with alternatives like starting crèches for the children who are left on their own, while their parents are engaged in drying and packing the paddy. This will give them the much sought after relief from early exposure to the toiling in the rice mills. They get to have basics of education.
· Basic education also gives them the better environs and also they get to have hygiene and health facilities.
· Women in the rice mills have no access to pre/post natal healthcare. This Project Proposal envisages to give them healthcare and advice during pregnancies and to avoid complications during and after delivery of the child.
· In this highly exploitative world, nobody takes care of these workers and their children in the rice mills. They have their world rotating in the rice mills with their hand to mouth existence.

· They keep borrowing more and more money from the owners to supplement their meagre incomes and to eat at least a full meal, everyday. This makes their predicament even more complicated and redemption from this system unavailable.
· They are also bound by lot of superstitions. Even at times they see disease and other ailments as God-sent. They therefore fail to treat children with disease and sometimes leave them to perish.
· With their pitiable conditions and poor wages they are not able to provide their children with good, decent food and they lack immunity and are prone to disease. These children are under-weight and undernourished. 
· The workers of the rice mills even after residing in the area for 8 to 9 years have not been provided with ration cards and entry in to voters’ list, which will otherwise legitimise their stay in the area. The government too is not keen in their presence and they are treated with contempt by the civic authorities.
· It is an irony that there is an increase in the number of rice mills in the area, which is also clandestinely responsible for the rise in the number of bonded labourers in the Tiruvallur district.
Project Needs:

1. Immediate Target Areas:

State





: Tamil Nadu

District




: Thiruvallur

Blocks




: Cholavaram, Villivakkam

Panchayat




: Pammadukulam, Nallur


Rice mills / Nerkalam covered
: 22

2. Immediate Target Population:

Total Families



: 144
Total Population Covered

: 523
Total Child population [0-2]

: Male-23 Female- 11

       [3-5]

: Male-26 Female- 34
Communities 



: ST – 92% SC – 8%
Specific targets:

Every year, this project will target:
· 3-5 years children (50) and their mothers (50) = Total 100
· 0-2 years children (50) and their lactating mothers (50) – Total 100
· Pregnant Mothers – 50
· Currently there are about 44 children in the age limit of 0-2 years and 60 children belong to the age group of 3-5 years.  Indirectly the project reaches out to the entire community (523), which it serves.  

Objectives of the Crèche Centre:

Main Objective:

Jeeva Jyothi has identified the following target communities for nutrition, general hygiene and school enrolment processes.

Specific Objective:
1. To prevent nutritional deficiency problems in children and mothers.
2. To ensure the practise of proper healthcare system.
3. To enable the fullest participation of the parents in the childcare activities right from conception till the school going age. 
4. To promote primary development of the children with secures place for learning before entering the school atmosphere.
5. To mainstream the children in the society by inculcating the practice of school going at an early age.
6. To link health measures introduced by the Government with the community.
7. To improve the nutritional status of the children and mothers.
ACTIVITIES:
Project staff: 
The project team comprises of:

1. Community Organizer (one), 
2. Part-time Doctor (one), 
3. Balwadi or Preschool Teacher (two) and 

4. Balwadi Helpers (two).

1. Land:
The required land for the Centre will be provided by the Village Panchayat. Jeeva Jyothi seeks funds from ‘Asha for Education’ for the putting up the Centre’s building in the gifted land. 
2. Staff training: 
The selected staff will be given 2-day Orientation programme about the Project, background of the area and target group, projecting activities etc. Thus they will be equipped to work for the target groups.
3. Baseline Survey: 
A baseline survey will be conducted in order to identify current statistical data of the target group specified in the Project. This will also help to find out the families that are supportive of the project. This will also identify prospective children to be covered under this project after one year. 

4. House Visits: 
The staff by their personal contacts can build good rapport with the children, family and the owners.  Right from the time of taking survey this will be an ongoing responsibility of the staff.  This will also help in social mobilization and increase public participation.

5. Health check up and Referral services: 
Our staff will be conducting bi-weekly screening for the target group in the centre. The mother and child will be referred to the nearby Primary Health Centre (PHC) or Mother and Child Health Centre (MCH) or to the Government Hospital.
6. Health education program: 
This program will be conducted on a monthly basis to the target group on healthy living and practices for better health. Various methods like lectures, group discussions, charts, flash cards, slide shows and street theatres will be utilised for the purpose of health education. The program aims to teach the target group on Reproductive and Child Health, Communicable diseases, Health and Hygiene, problems related to drug addiction, etc.

7. Counselling: 
The Health-cum-Community Organizer will conduct counselling for the children and parents for their problems and will enable them to help themselves.  Individual, group and family counselling program will be undertaken based on their needs.  

8. Staff Meetings:  
Monthly staff meetings will be conducted to review their work and to plan for the area. Discussions will be held during the meetings based on the issues and problems. Documenting, reporting and analysing data are the important activities of the staff meetings.

9. School Visits: 
Based on the training given to the children, they will be appropriately enrolled in the formal education system at the end of every year. For this the nearby school officials should be contacted. Simultaneously while preparing children at the centre, the project staff will also meet the school teachers and make arrangements in terms of certificates for the smooth enrolment of the children. Before the enrolment of the children in the formal school, a good rapport with the surrounding schools will be maintained.

10. Parents meeting:  
Parents of children attending the centre will be specifically focused through parents meeting.  Monthly meetings will be organised to involve the participation of the parents towards the development of the children. Discussions will be based on the parental care towards their children, their needs and the problems of the parents for transfer of Nerkalam, importance of education for the future generation, bonded labour issues, their right as workers, registration into trade unions to avail benefits from the Government, Child Rights, school enrolment, children’s problems and development etc.

11. Education centre: 
Based on the syllabus framed for this target group, the children will be trained in the respective centres in an academic year. Songs and games will be adopted to teach basics of education. The children will be offered nutritious meals. Apart from this, the centre will also offer supplementary food to 50 children in the age group of 6 months to 3 years. In addition to this, 50 lactating mothers of these children will be provided nutritious meals. In this way we make the community to stay in contact with us and also to prepare the children in the age group of 0 to 3 years for pre-school. Jeeva Jyothi also envisages providing uniform to the children to imbibe in them the habit of school atmosphere and the importance of education.
12. Project Evaluation: 
The project will be internally evaluated with the project team members and the target people, on a half-yearly basis. The Evaluation Report along with the project activity will be sent to the Funding Donor, promptly. 

13. Children’s program: 
As part of the project activity, all the children attending preschool will be taken for a picnic once in a year. This will give them happiness and new exposure to places. Children’s Day will be celebrated to highlight the importance of children’s well-being to the community. This program aims to develop the idea to treat children as individuals with all the basic rights.  

14. Documentation: 
By maintaining information sheets, complete data about the every child will be recorded to track out its development. Health cards will also be maintained for both the children and mothers to have a track on the improvement in their health status. This will be carried out with the support of a doctor and appropriate planning in terms of health.

Conclusion:
Basic education, improved health and hygiene conditions will instil in the mothers that their children are in safe hands and will not go through the same ordeal that they themselves endured during childhood. Pregnant and lactating mothers will be aware of pre/post natal health care and healthy child raising habits that will have a lasting impression on the future of their children. A safe delivery will be ensured and prevention of early death of children will be prevented. Health and awareness programmes given under the aegis of the project will also educate these unorganised labourers about the issues involving infanticide, foeticide and abortions that are unsafe for the mothers. 
School going habits will be cultivated which will result in children falling victims to the never-ending vicious cycle of debts and the ensuing bonded labour.

We are grateful to the funding partners for their continued support and for their keen interest in funding our future programme. 
