Site Visit CDDP Schools
I was met by Mr. Sethunarayan from CDDP and taken to 3 of the 7 schools supported by Asha-SV in Tamil Nadu. I have tried to give a brief synopsis of my visit below. 

School in VGK Puram
I reached the school around 5:00 PM and was met by the 2 teachers belonging to the local community. They divided the complete strength of schools into 2 sections (one until 5th grade and the other from 6th onwards). Owing to a language problem, I could not interact directly with the students and had to route my communication through Sethunarayan. However, I was pleasantly surprised to see the rapport that Sethunarayan shared with the students; they did not seem to be intimidated by him or the other teachers and were quite enthusiastic about the school and also my visit. Their daily routine starts with a prayer song, which when translated actually emphasized on human values more than God or religion. They actively sang songs and performed dances about Asha, some local medicinal remedies etc... From an infrastructure point of view, the school had just about enough sq. footage and less than 50% benches, but that did not seem to trouble the students. I got to hear from the students why each of them liked school and what their favorite subject was; it was very humbling to see their enthusiasm for getting educated in spite of their social and financial limitations. Frankly, I had a new found respect for education and Asha as such. 

School in Nedumbaram
This school is a much bigger facility than the other ones I visited and had better and bigger class rooms along with a library and office room. The enthusiasm was the same as the other school and students shared a very nice bond with Sethunarayan and spoke openly without any fright. I received a remarks document about each student from Sethunarayan with respect to their abilities, strengths and academic potential and I was able to confirm a few by asking a few students questions in Math and other subjects. However, language was definitely a huge barrier. I got a sample of the nutrition supplement that Asha is supporting and I feel it is a good high protein snack for the kids. One shortcoming that I observed in the schools was that there was no trash bin, which made the students, and staff litter every where, I made a mention of it to Sethunarayan, though I am not sure that will change soon. 

School in Nallatur
My fondest memory of the site visits will probably be this school. I was welcomed like a rock star and the kids were actually asking me to write something in their books, they thronged me to shake my hand and I also received a few dinner invites. I was shocked to see their energy levels and enthusiasm. The kids recited various proverbs in English and Tamil couplets by Thirukural. I observed that all the students were not wearing a school uniform, to which Sethunarayan replied that uniforms were mandatory only in the day schools and Asha schools do not insist on them.

In all the experience was very positive and I am quite glad that I had the opportunity to interact with the kids. I reviewed the budget and it seems quite appropriate based on the number of students I saw and the number of teachers I interacted with. I also saw pictures and videos of the summer camp that the students attended and was invited to join them in July 2009. If I do happen to go to Chennai in July, I might most certainly consider joining them again. 

I have uploaded pictures and videos of this site visit at http://picasaweb.google.com/kalyanachanta/AshaCDDP#
- Kalyan Achanta

