Vikasana

1. Are the children in the school for one year or for three?

2. Are there 2 separate programmes for children under 14 and over 14?

3. Are the children school-dropouts or those who have never been to school at all? If they have never been to school is one year sufficient to prepare them for school?

4. Are the parents interested in sending the children to school? Is there a programme working with the parents to keep the children in school?

5. What happens to the children’s schooling when the parents migrate, after the child has left bridging school? Back in the same situation?

6. Since funding is being sought for only 3 years, what are the long term plans? 

7. Is the staff residential? Are they local? How long have they been with the organisation?

8. What are their other sources of funding? (do we want to know….?)

9. Is the school run in their own building? (no budget for rent or building maintenance etc)

10. Are the local schools willing to accept the children from the bridge school?

Clarifications received

1.Is each child in the bridge school for one year or for three?

The children in the bridge school are with us for one year initially, those who are dropouts and prepared for schooling in the meantime. However if they are unable to become fit for school they will be kept for one more year and in that year they will be prepared to join school.

2. Are the local schools willing to accept the children from the bridge school?

The local schools are willing to accept the children from the bridge schools. The government schools are joining these students to their schools after one month course “Chinnara Angala” programme and in that programme they will evaluate the children status and accordingly enroll them to the concerned classes. The state government is having interested in enrolling all the child labourers and school dropouts under 14 years.

3. Are there 2 separate programmes – one for children under 14 and another for children over 14? This question arose because you mentioned that once the children are 14 they will be given some vocational training.

No, this is a one programme where we provide motivation, reorientation, education to the child labours and rejoins them to main stream of education after one year. After rejoins to formal school, during their schooling days we will select the above 14 years children and provide additional skill oriented trainings during week ends and summer vacation to them. This would help them to stand on their leg after completion of education. 

4. Are the children school-dropouts or those who been to school at all? If they have never been to school is one year sufficient to prepare them for school?

Majority of them who have been selected for this would be school dropouts who have been to school but only few of them might be child labour who never been to school at all. But one year is sufficient motivate and reorient the such children along with school dropouts with special Bridge school strategies. But some of them are not able to make them to fit for rejoins to school. They would also be continued to II year and motivated again with special efforts, made them fit to rejoin to school. 

5. Are the parents interested in sending the children to school? Is there a programme working with the parents to keep the children in school?

The parents are much interested in sending the children to school. They are not repeating now for dropping their children from school. This is possible because of the awareness created among them by the organisation. There will be counseling programmes motivation and orientation workshops for inmates parents. In this programme we focus on child education importance and child rights. This motivational camps to the parents encourages them to send their children to schools for continuation of their education.

6. You have mentioned that part of the reason while children are pulled out of school is because their parents migrate in search of jobs. What happens to the children’s schooling when the parents migrate, after the child has left bridging school? How is it ensured that they will continue to go to school?

It is also one of the reasons migration of parents in search of job is made the children to pulled out of their schooling. During the stay in Bridge school the child will be prepared to go school regularly and the parents will be called for motivational camps. If they are find unable to support the child during the schooling period, these children will be put in Government hostels in available places. However the other family members of the child will be made aware of the child education programme and this will help the child in going to school regularly even if the parents go for migration for some period. However our motivational camps and orientation programmes which the parents will be helpful in providing alternate support to the child when parents are in migration we have programmes of self help group concept in the motivational camps by which they can avail credit for income generating programmes. The organisation will also follow-up programmes of the schooling children of bridge school and help them in case of need by keeping them in our school up to the migration period completes by the parents.

7. Since funding is being sought for only 3 years, what are the long term plans for the programme?

The funding is being sought for 3 years and by this period awareness among the people will raise and the dropouts will be under checked. The local groups promoted by the organisation on SHG concept will be looking after the project effects and see that no dropouts will be made by the villagers. We would have plan to take up long term community development programmes and develop networking with local SHGs and women federation and other government  developmental projects which would ensures to make this programme more sustainable.

8. Is the staff residential ? Are they local ? How long have they been with the organisation?

The staff of the project are residential. They are locals or near by village residents. These teachers are closely associated with the organizational activities since 3 years. 

9. What are your other sources of funding?

There are other sources of funding to our organisation for 

different project PPI, USA. for tank desiltation programme, NORAD, New Delhi for Watershed development, IC-SDC, New Delhi for  Natural Resource Management,State Government of Karnataka - CRECHE Centres. KKS, Germany for Integrated Women & Child Development NESA, Bangalore for NRM programme. IGSSS, New Delhi for Dalith women empowerment programme. St.John’s Medical College, Bangalore for RCH programme.

10. Is the school run in your own building?

School is run in the rented building.

