Please find below report of my visit to VIKAHAR, a project of ERDS-

I had visited Vikahar Paribar Bikas Kendra -VPBK, on 23rd January, 2004, a remote village at South Dinajpur, West Bengal. The village is about 100 km away from Malda Rly station. This project is under ERDS-Economic Rural Development Society and Shri Prabhat Mitra, Assistant Gen. Secretary of ERDS, accompanied me.

Last year , Surya and myself visited Vikahar and recommended a project given by ERDS to ASHA for Education. Philadelphia Chapter, USA, funded their project of sponsoring 25 children's education -Rs.1800/- per child per year.  After receiving funding, ERDS selected 25 children -14 boys,  11 girls, and opened JHILMIL SISHU SHIKSHA KENDRA from Aug, 2003. Details are given below-

1. All children are studying in Class-I
2. Age of children- 5 to 6 years
3. No. of teachers- 3- two women, one male.
    All teachers are Madhyamik passed.
4. Subjects taught- Bengali, English and Math.
5. Other curriculum- Music, Recitation, Drawing
6. School timing- 10.30am to 2pm
7. 25 children are from 4 villages- Vikahar, Nayapara, Gurail, Beruli

Other activities of ERDS at Vikahar-

1. Running 3 creches- each crech consisting of 25 children and two crèche mothers. This is funded by W.B. Social welfare advisory board.
2. Jhilmil primary school- 118 students from Nursery to Class IV
3. SHG activities- Micro credit programme with 50 groups-tatalling 559 women.  Each group having 10 to 12 women.

On 23rd January schools were closed due to Netaji's birthday. ERDs organized annual sports for 200 children of the villages. We were present during the sports meet.

On 24th January, I met the sponsored 25 children in their class. Children are learning well.

I was happy to note that most of the villagers are happily co-operating ERDS in this project.

I came back after lunch.

Kumar Bhattacharya

